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13 Thomas More Book Club announces March Selections 
= Msgr. Fulton Sheen, Cardinal Suhard, J. A. Farley 


See Back Cover. 
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SOME NEW BOOKS 





Sifted, for the information of the generality of our readers, from the hun- 
dreds of new titles pouring out of the book-mills of the country; not necessarily 


recommended. 





Abram, Son of Terah 
by Florence Marvyne Bauer 
Bobbs, $3 
Author of Behold Your King (non- 
C.) 


Bourke Cockran: Free Lance in 
American Politics 

by James McGurrin Scribner, $3.50 
Old-time liaison between Church & 
State. 
The Cincinnati Reds 

by Lee Allen Putnam, $3 
Latest in the ‘‘Pennant’’ series. 
Fireside Book of Romance 

ed. Edward Wagenknecht Bobbs, $4 
Colorful selection. 


The Future of the American Jew 
by Mordecai Kaplan Mae, $6 

Exhaustive survey; sees no rap- 

prochement with Church. 


Heirs Apparrent 
by Klyde Young & Lamar 
Middleton P-H, $3.75 
Timely chapters on U. S. vice presi- 
dents. 


Henry Wallace: The Man and the 
Myth 
by Dwight Macdonald 
Vanguard, $2.50 
Pretty revealing. 


I Saw Poland Betrayed 

by Arthur Bliss Lane Bobbs, $3.50 
Ex-U. S. Ambassador’s report to 
America of the ‘‘broken promises of 
the Soviet Government’’, which are 
‘‘hasic cause of the Polish tragedy’’. 
Important, 


The Ides of March 

by Thornton Wilder Harper, $2.75 
Re-creation Augustan Rome & its 
leading citizens. 


Introduction to Philosophy 

by Lowis de Raeymaeker 

(tr. Harry McNeill) 
Wagner, $4 (short-rate) 

First vol. projected series from High- 
er Institute of Philosophy, U. of Lou- 
vain; good biblios; stresses creative 
Thomism envisioned by Card. Mer- 
cier, 
James and Joan 

by Anne Fremantle Holt, $3 
Romance about James I of Scotland, 
by Commonweal critic. 


James Madison: The Nationalist 
(1780-1787) 
by Irving Brant Bobbs, $6 
Vol. 2 in definitive biography. 
The Last Legend 
by Thomas.O’Malley __B-H, $2.50 
Verse allegory on present-day spirit- 
ual misery. 
Laughing Meadows 
col. & ed, Dr. Jop Pollmann 
(il. Theodore Pfarr) 
Grailville, $1 
**Collection of Folk Melodies, drawn 
from Traditional Sources’’; impor- 
tant intro. on function of folk-singing 
in human culture. 
Magic Shadows 
by Martin Quigley, Jr. 
Georgetown, $3.50 
‘*Pre-history’’ motion pictures, from 
Genesis (fiat lux) through Edison. 
Exciting reading, sound learning, 
rare illustrations. 


My Uncle Jan 
by Joseph Auslander & 
Audrey Wurdemann 
Chronicle of Czech character. 


The National Road 

by Philip Jordan Bobbs, $4 
U. S. 40 in American Trails Series. 
Needlecraft Encyclopedia 
(Good Housekeeping) 

ed, Alice Carroll Rinehart, $3.75 
‘*Dictionary of stitches’’ for beginner 
& virtuoso. 
Our American Government 

by Wright Patman, M.C. 

Z-D, $2.75-¢1.50 

‘‘Answers to 1001 Questions on How 
It Works’’. 
Our Threatened Values 

by Victor Gollancz Regnery, $2.50 


L G, $3 


Indictment Allies’ handling post-war 


Germany. 
Pilgrim’s Inn 
by Elizabeth Goudge 
Technicolored novel. 
The Russian Idea 
Nicolas Berdyaev’ 
Philosophical profiles. 
The Temple of the Spirit 
by Francis Meehan Dutton, $2.50 
‘‘A pathway to personal peace’’— 
platitudes & certitudes for the undi- 
rected multitudes. 


C-McO, $3 


Mace, $2.75 
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World Communism Today 

by Martin Ebon Whittlesey, $4.59 
Survey & history communist might, 
with considerations of Cath. opposi- 
tion & chances of world conquest, 
With Love, Peter 

by Christopher Hollis 

McMullen, $2.50 

Imaginary letters marked by wisdom 
& urbanity, on art, war, child-rearing. 


On The Spiritual Side 


The Apocalpyse of St. John 
by R. J. Loenertz, O.P. S&W, $2.50 
Helpful explication, with Carpenter 
trans. 
The Canticle of Canticles 
by Joseph L. Lilley, C.M. 
MeMullen, $3 
Text & exegesis. 
The Crusade of Fatima 
John deMarchi, I.M.C. Ken, $1.25 
Account by a Fatima priest. 
Meditations for Everyman, Vol. I 
by Joseph McSorley, C.S.P. 
Herder, $2.50 
Daily thoughts for liturgical year—to 
relieve spiritual inarticulateness, 
My God and My All 
by Ven. Leonard Lessius, S.J. 
(tr. John L, Forster, S.J.) 
Bruce, $2.00 
‘*Prayerful Remembrances of the 
Divine Attributes.’’ 
My Mass 
by Joseph Putz, S.J. 
Newman, $2.50-$1.50 
Analyzes ‘‘great action’’ of the Mass; 
helpful chart. 
Priest Workman in Germany 
by Henri Perrin, S.J. 
(tr, Rosemary Sheed) 
S & W, $2.50 
Cath. ‘‘underground’’ in action. 
School of the Cross 
by John A. Kane MeMullen, $2 
Application of Christ’s pieta to hu 
man suffering. 
The School of the Lord’s 
Service, Vol. I 
by Bernard A. Sause, O.S.B. 
Grail, #4 
‘‘Meditation, particular examen, and 
practical application for every day”; 
based on the Rule of St. Benedict. 
Souls at Stake 
by Francis J. Ripley & 
F. 8. Mitchell 
Wagner, $2.50 (short-rate) 
‘‘Clinical’’ analysis findings of Le 
gion of Mary ‘‘caseworkers’’, inter 
preted for all types Cath. Action. 
The Way to God 
by Winfrid Herbst, 8.D.S. 
Salvatorian, $2.0 
‘‘Considerations for days of retreat 
and recollection’’. Easy reading. 
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DEFECTIVE BOOKS 


As one of the troubles prevalent in 
the book industry, the number of de- 
fetive books seems to be constantly 
inreasing. 

Dealers cannot inspect every book 
ad consequently buyers receive books 
with missing chapters or duplicated 
tapters or pages upside down, bad 
printing, ete. 

All reputable publishers will re- 
jlacee such books, if the defective book 
s returned to them. The matter is 
nentioned for the reason that we fre- 
ently receive requests for allow- 
aces because of the book’s defect. 
Dealers will not be allowed any credit 
ly publishers unless the defective 
wok is returned. 





WHAT MAKES A BEST SELLER? 
Golden Multitudes 
Frank Luther Mott Mae, $5.00 


the Catholic World: ‘*Mr. Mott, Director 
it the School of Journalism at the State 
lhiversity of Iowa for more than twenty 
jar... at present Dean of the School of 
fumnalism at the University of Missouri, 
twelved the Pulitizer Prize some years ago 
fr his three-volume History of American 
Magazines. . . He is also the author of a 
wevolume history of American newspapers 
-.. therefore . . . best fitted to investigate 
question of when, how and why certain 

: have become best sellers. . . 
“Separate chapters deal with early re- 
books, sentimental eighteenth-cen- 
wy novels, historical fiction, family tales 


“To the question ‘What makes a best 
let?’ the author answers there is no for- 

There are too many impalpable consid- 
ions . . . many chances and accidents. . . 
The religious appeal is always strong, 
Almost fifteen per cent of our best sellers 
ve been written by clergymen.’ Important 
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More’s Martyrdom a Lesson for Today 


An Enthralling Account 


Humanist As Hero 

Theodore Maynard Mae, $3.00 
I have read the life story of St. 
Thomas More many times, but never 
with greater interest than in Theodore 
Maynard’s absorbing treatise. Against 
the backdrop of the present world sit- 
uation, the heroism of the great mar- 
tyr shines forth with an effulgence 
nothing less than overpowering. 

Confusion of conscience brought Sir 
Thomas More to the executioner’s 
block in 1535. It cast a pall of igno- 
miny and shame over the memory of 
Henry VIII, and over that of the 
craven judges conscious of their 
monstrous act of condemnation. 

Today, because of similar, and pos- 
sibly greater, confusion men of sup- 
posed probity of character and intel- 
lect are seemingly as blind in their 
subservience to vicious, unprincipled 
leaders as were the puppets of King 
Henry’s Council to the monstrous 
chicanery of ring-master Thomas 
Cromwell. 

More lived in a period of great 
change. Until the then very recent 
Lutheran revolt, society had been a 
single unified structure—Christen- 
dom. More saw that ‘‘heresy was a 
form of sedition against that society’’ 
—and died a martyr to Christian 
principles he could not compromise. 

More’s Father Feared Literature 

Dr. Maynard adds little that is new, 
but his style and approach is enthrall- 
ing. At the age of 12, young Thomas 





is the element of emotional excitement pro- 
duced by ‘definite emphasis on horrors, 
murder, extreme violence, irregular sex re- 
lations, or extraordinary adventures.’ As for 
literary style, ‘there is much bad writing.’ 


‘* As to what makes a best seller sell, the 
publisher must first have a winner in the 
book itself . . . must combine old proved 
methods of salesmanship with new experi- 
mental techniques; . . . publishing ‘is a 
tricky business, full of chances, timely and 
untimely strokes of fortune, lucky hits and 
unexplainable lapses,’ . . . help comes some- 
times from a preceding serialization, selec- 
tion by a book club, favorable reviews, 
recommendations by famous personalities 
and ... highpowered advertising. 

‘‘In a single campaign to promote a book 
that has already ‘caught on’ an expenditure 
of $50,000 to $75,000 is not unusual. . . 

‘¢. . . three appendices . . . ‘Over-all Best 
Sellers in the United States,’ ... books each 
of which has had a sale equal to one per 
cent of the population . . . a list of ‘Run- 
ners Up,’ ... annual best sellers . . . 1895 
to 1945...” 


More became a page in the household 
of Archbishop Morton, Lord Chan- 
cellor but not yet Cardinal, a man of 
great skill, courage, and political 
sagacity. Two years later he was sent 
to Oxford, with the reluctant consent 
of his father, who feared that the boy 
might succumb to attractions of litera- 
ture, and Greek learning. The father 
disdained ‘‘intellectual baggage’’, pre- 
ferred the law, and gave only a be- 
wildered assent to the proposition 
that literature was loved by those who 
loved it. There was evidence of 
learned men who didn’t have much in 
the way of common sense. John More 
opposed having his son’s time wasted. 

While continuing his legal studies, 
More lived with the Carthusians, 
practicing great physical asceticism 
and discipline, and very nearly be- 
eame a monk. He finally decided his 
vocation was to be a married man and 
a lawyer, but even at the height of his 
success he never ceased the ascetic 
practices begun while living with the 
Carthusians. 


More As Humanist 


‘‘Humanism’’ as a term has been 
used in many senses. To many of the 
first humanists, the ‘‘humanities’’ 
meant only the study of the classics 
of Greece and Rome. Later, the ‘‘ New 
Learning’’ was by many equated with 
Protestantism, somewhat in the way 
that economies and politics were 
given ‘‘a Protestant slant.’’ There 
was a tendency toward paganism. 
‘‘Humanism’”’ finally simmered down 
to what most people now think of as 
‘‘any system of thought or action 
which assigns a predominant interest 
in the affairs of men as compared 
with the supernatural or abstraect’’— 
this being the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica’s definition. 
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But More took God, into account, 
and was unable to think of man as 
sufficient in himself. To him, human- 
ism was an integration of the whole 
personality. ‘‘The complete man is the 
saint, and More. set out to be a 
saint.’’ 

Immensely successful in the law, 
More’s rise was rapid. As a professor 
of law, an office-holder, a controver- 
sialist, he attracted wide attention. 
Finally, and most reluctantly, he ac- 
cepted the office of Lord Chancellor 
under Henry VIII. 

More’s Break with Henry 


Henry’s ‘‘Great Matter’ was de- 
veloping—the dissolution of his mar- 
riage to Katherine of Aragon. The 
story is well known. In the end Henry 
secured from Archbishop Cranmer 
what he preferred to term an annul- 
ment, but which Catholics would call 
a divorcee. Sir Thomas More clearly 
foresaw what was coming. He was per- 
mitted to resign, but his fame and 
standing was so great that when 
Henry finally broke with Rome it was 
‘‘in the eards’’, as one might say, that 
he had to have the approval of Sir 
Thomas More. 

In brief, Parliament, brow beaten 
by the King, passed a law making the 
King the head of the Church in Eng- 
land. An oath to this effect was de- 
manded of all subjects, and this oath 
Sir Thomas refused to swear. He was 
held in jail for 15 months, finally 
brought to trial for treason, and 
through perjury convicted. The sen- 
tence of drawing and quartering was 
mitigated to beheading, and beheaded 
he was at the age of 57 after one of 
the most monstrous trials in history. 

I said there was little new in this 
biography, but I did encounter one 
thought that was new to me. Cardinal 
Wolsey, grave in defects of character, 
as well as in limitations of intelli- 
gence, had made himself so powerful 
as to become legate as well as chan- 
eellor. The suggestion is that his rule 
had become so obnoxious that when 
he was removed from power, Henry 
VIII became in a way a hero. The 
change was welcomed as a relief, and 
this favorable reaction served to en- 
hance Henry’s egotism, and encour- 
aged him to carry forward his battle 
under the appearance of legality. 

Dr. Maynard labels More’s trial 
‘‘Mummery Before Murder,’’ an apt 
and fitting phrase, judging from the 
evidence submitted. 

For our times, the enthralling 
story of St. Thomas More has unique 
significance. It cannot be told too 
often. —J 0.7. 
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Worth Waiting For 


(April, May, June Releases) 
The Highland Heart in Nova Scotia, 


by NYTimes ed. Neil MacNeil, story 
of that rare but sturdy breed, the 
Seottish Catholic colony in Nova 
Seotia ... Experiment in World Or- 
der, Australian Cath. Actioneer Paul 
McGuire’s plug for UN ... A serious 
work, Gerard Manley Hopkins, by 
English scholar W. H. Gardner, sub- 
titled ‘‘A Study of Poetic Idiosyn- 
erasy in Relation to Poetic Tradi- 


on"". s 
+ ok * 


Three more volumes to the new 
edition of Newman—Essays & Sketch- 
es... and Journey Into Faith: The 
Anglican Life of John Henry New- 
man, by Eleanor Ruggles, which reads 
as though the author (Hopkins biog- 
rapher, too), might have made that 
journey herself. . . 


* * * 


Lord, Teach Us to Pray, in which 
Paul Claudel meditates on prayer 
(rare spectacle!) ... Art and Faith— 
a correspondence between philosopher 
Jacques Maritain & poet Jean Coc- 


teau. .. 
oe * * 


Missouri Waltz—expose of Pender- 
gast machine by ‘‘the man who 
smashed it’’, Maurice Mulligan... 
Roosevelt again . . . President Roose- 
velt and the Coming of the War, 
1941, by Charles A. Beard—‘‘a study 
in appearance and realities’’.. . F. D. 
R., His Personal Letters ... On the 
Republicans .. This Was Normalcy: 
Twelve Republican Years (1920- 
1932), by Karl Schriftgiesser . . Spe- 
cial for election year: A President Is 
Many Men, by capitol reporter Mer- 
riam Smith... 


* * * 


Two are tackling Jeff Davis’s 
wholesome home life—Shirley Seifert 
in The Proud Way, companion piece 
to her successful Captain Grant ; Har- 
nett T. Kane in The President’s. Wife 
...A ‘‘definitive biography’’ of The 
Incredible Crosby—Bing to you illit- 
erates— by Barry Ulanov... The 
Heart in Pilgrimage, novelized col- 
laboration of Evelyn Eaton & Mser. 
Moore of Old St. Peter’s in Barclay 
St.—on perennial subject, Mother 


Seton... 
+ ca 7 


On Active Service in Peace and 
War, by that man-with-a-past, Ex- 
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Secretary Henry L. Stimson, ,. 
Critie & ghoster Thomas Sugrue 
flamboyant self-study, Stranger jy 
the Earth ... With Much Love— 
Anne Green’s version of brother Jul. 
ian’s Memories of Happy Days . ,. 
the Ex-Stalinite confession of the sea. 
son—I’ll Never Go Back: A Red 
Army Officer Talks, by Mikhail Kor. 
iakov, whose conscientious objection 
is mainly religious! .. . 


Two new entries in the ‘‘ Pennant” 
series—The Boston Braves, and The 
Pittsburgh Pirates... Two Quid 
Lives, by that fine biographer Lori 
David Ceeil, studies Dorothy Osborne, 
and Thomas Gray of ‘‘Elegy’’ fame 
... A third book about Babe Ruth 
in as many months—this by Martin 
Weldon... And J Lift My Lamp- 
biography of that noble lady, the 
Statue of Liberty, by Juvenile author 
Hertha Pauli & E. B. Ashton... 


* * * 


The Chureh is scrutinized in two 
scholarly studies—Religion in the 
Courts of the United States, by Wil 
liam G. Torpey, and The Papacy ani 
European Diplomacy (1869-1878), by 
Lillian Parker Wallace—implications 
& complications of Vatican-Italian 
struggle. .. 


* * 


New novel by Philip, of the writing 
Gibbses—The Hopeful Heart... 
Candidate for Bambi’s popularity— 
Felix Salten’s posthumous Jibby th 
Cat. . . Another of Louis Bromfield’ 
symphonies on an Ohio air—Malaba 
Farm ...A defense of monogamy 
from an unexpected source—psychi- 
atry: Divorce Won’t Help, by Dt. 
Edmond Bergler. . . Another wester 
from Zane Grey’s legacy of MSS— 
Rogue River Feud... 


Stalin and German Communism: A 
Study in the Origins of the State 
Party, by Ruth Fischer, from whieh 
it develops that the Soviet inspired 
(materially) the Nazi Party victory 
in 19383—which we _ suspected 
along. . . Condensation, a la Toynbee 
Somerville of An American Dilemmi 
into The Negro in American Dem 
racy, Arnold Rose doing the streall- 
lining. .. And—hang on to youl 
blood pressure—Sholem Asch’s 
about the Mother of God, titled Mary, 
will be out in October. . 
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The Pursuit of Robert Emmet 

Helen Landreth Whittlesey, $3.75 

Reviewed by Dr. Hugh Graham, 

director Department of Educa- 

tion and acting director of gradu- 
ate studies, John Carroll Univer- 
sity, Cleveland; author ‘The 

Early Irish Monastic Schools’’. 

The author is a young American 
woman who for some years has re- 
sded in Dublin. She became a con- 
vert to Catholicism in 1939. The same 
year She published a book on modern 
Ireland and was planning another 
literary adventure when the outbreak 
of World War II temporarily upset 
her plans, Fortunately she became in- 
terested in a phase of Irish history 
which was strongly influenced by her 
Yankee interest in the American 
Revolution. The result is an impor- 
tant and well-wrought book dealing 
with one of Ireland’s most revered 
national heroes. 

As she read hundreds of letters in 
the Irish Publie Reeord Office and 
ither Irish depositories of manuscript 
naterials) Emmet’s charming per- 
wnality began to emerge. She had one 
great advantage over other biogra- 
phers inasmuch as she had access to 
many documents which under the 
British regime were kept under seal 
in Dublin Castle in a box bearing a 
bel saying that ‘‘for the public 
good it was not to be opened for a 
tumber of years.’’ 

Bit by bit, like an enormous jig- 
uw puzzle, she managed to give a 
nore adequate picture of Emmet and 
his times than has hitherto appeared. 
In some details the picture is incom- 
jlete, even though the writer spent a 
ful year of intensive research in the 
public records offices not only in Dub- 
lin, but also in Belfast and London. 
_Author attempts to show that there 
8 good reason for believing that Pitt 
vas not content with abolishing the 

Parliament through bribery and 
‘rruption of the most flagrant kind 
that he used Emmet’s ‘‘ blazing 
patriotism as a means of keeping en- 
taved the country he longed to 


As history shows, Pitt’s scheme 
missed fire. Emmet became a symbol 
{Irish patriotism, but not in the 
vay his enemies intended. Emmet’s 

saved him. ‘‘Caught as he 
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PEOPLE & PROBLEMS 
Symbol of Irish Patriotism 


was in a great and cold blooded con- 
spiracy, himself victimized and the 
safety of the girl he loved used as a 
threat to make him renounce his prin- 
ciples, he bore himself superbly.’’ His 
speech from the dock inspired hun- 
dreds of his countrymen during all 
the years since September 20, 1803, 
when the young patriot-martyr passed 
to his reward at the age of 25 with 
the thought in his heart that he could 
serve his country as well on the seaf- 
fold as on the battlefield. 
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But It’s Much Harder 
To Do, Your Excellency 


‘It is not enough to go about con- 
demning the godless and their sub- 
versive activities. I would much 
more welcome the news that our 
laity are formed into little groups 
studying the truths of their religion 
and the principles governing a just 
and decent society. I shall applaud 
those who speak or write or organize 
against communistic propaganda. 
But I shall more gladly commend 
the layman who shows determination 
in spreading positive Catholic propa- 
ganda for the correction of evil.’’ 

Bishop Michael J. Ready of Col- 

umbus, Ohio, Chairman, Catholic 

Press Association. 


Liberation in Yugoslavia 


Tito’s Imperial Communism 
R. H. Markham Chapel Hill, $4.00 


Archbishop Stepinac; The Man 


and His Case 
Count Anthony H. O’Brien of Thomond 
Newman, $1.75 & 60¢ 


Reviewed by Dr. Ferdinand A. 

Hermens, University of Notre 

Dame. 
Author, former Congregationalist mis- 
sionary in Bulgaria, and subsequent- 
ly eorrespondent for The Christian 
Science Monitor, gives us an evalua- 
tion of Tito’s rule based upon an inti- 
mate knowledge of the Balkan peo- 
ples and their history. 

The emphasis lies, of course, on 
Mihailoviteh and Tito, and their re- 
spective followers. Markham is indig- 
nant about Communist terror and, 
even more, about the falsehoods cir- 
culated to disguise it. He is, however, 
fair enough to admit points of 
strength in Tito, and points of weak- 
ness in Mihailovitch. English and 
American policy, which allowed itself 
to be beguiled by Tito’s claims to such 
an extent that Allied bombers, under 
Tito’s direction, were sent to obliter- 
ate cities in which Serbs and Monte- 
negrins held out against Communist 
partisans, he flays vigorously. In the 
last part of the book Mr. Markham 
shows that Tito’s rule of terror is not 
supported by any major section of his 
country, and is injurious to the inter- 
ests of all except his own political fol- 
lowers. 

On the negative side there is the 
fact that the author yields, on a few 
occasions, to the temptation to be 
melodramatic. His deep sympathy for 
the Serbs does not prevent him from 


being fair to the other population 
groups composing Yugoslavia, except 
that he speaks in terms of collective 
condemnation of the smallest, and 
now the most defenseless group of 
them all: the 500,000 former Aus- 
trians, whose ancestors had settled in 
what later became Yugoslavia cen- 
turies ago, coming not only from 
southwestern Germany, but also from 
Alsace Lorraine and other parts of 
present-day France and Belgium. 
Markham’s charges against them are 
the one point on which he agrees with 
Tito. 
Genocide 

The Yugoslav dictator’s policy in 
regard to them, which Mr. Markham 
does not mention, is as ‘‘racial’’ as 
was Hitler’s policy in regard to the 
Jews. By this time 100,000 members 
of this group have died in Tito’s ex- 
termination camps; the survivors are 
either slave laborers in Russia, or 
seattered, homeless and helpless, all 
over Austria and what remains of 
Germany. On this point, the reader 
should supplement Markham’s book 
by reading the pertinent part of the 
excellent pamphlet Men Without the 
Rights of Man, published by the 
Committee Against Mass Expulsions. 
The logic of Mr. Markham’s own po- 
sition should lead him to the same 
position as is taken by the leaders of 
the Committee. 

* * * 

When Archbishop Stepinae came 
up for trial, his accusers held the 
initiative, so far as the American 
public is concerned, and not a few 
of their claims found at least prima 





230 


facie acceptance. The little book by 
Count O’Brien should take care of 
anything that remains of such im- 
pressions. The author was in close 
touch with the Archbishop for years, 
and can report from his own personal 
experience what the Yugoslav prelate 
did for the victims of Nazi persecu- 
tion. The record is impressive, and 
effective testimony is quoted from 
many sourees proving that the Arch- 
bishop succeeded in maintaining jus- 
tice to all under the most trying cir- 
cumstances. 


The discussion of the nature of the 
trial shows that ‘‘justice’’ under Tito 
is exactly what it was under Hitler, 
with the exception that Hitler’s 
rule was never sufficiently complete 
to permit him to carry his hostility 
to the Church as far as Tito has. The 
booklet contains photographs of the 
Archbishop which are, perhaps, his 
most eloquent defense. They show a 
man of complete serenity, and of 
force combined with kindness, who 
knows that he is persecuted only be- 
cause he opposed Communist totali- 
tarianism as he had opposed Nazi 
totalitarianism. 





“REQUIRED READING” 


Freedom of the Press 
William Ernest Hocking U. Chicago, $3.00 


Reviewed by William C, Smith, 
Radio Director, National Council 
of Catholic Men. 


This report from the Commission on 
Freedom of the Press is required 
reading for anybody who wants to 
read his newspapers or listen to his 
radio intelligently. It hits all the high 
spots of controversy about how far 
freedom of expression can go without 
becoming completely unbridled. 


As the author puts it: ‘‘. . . free- 
dom without limitation is a chimera. 
Concrete freedom is proportional not 
to the absence of rule but to the 
amount of rule it can absorb and turn 
into a ladder of achievement.’’ 


There are some excellent pages on 
such thorny questions as censorship, 
thé role of government in regulating 
media of expression, and related 
questions. 


Altogether a soundly reasoned book 
that not only the general public 
should take to heart, but editors and 
radio men as well. 
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For Friendship with Russia 


The United Nations 
Herbert Vere Evatt Harvard, $2.50 


The United States and Russia 
Vera Micheles Dean Harvard, $3.00 


Reviewed by Thomas P. Neill, 

Ph.D., professor of history, St. 

Lows Umiversity; author of 

‘“Weapons for Peace.’’ 

The Australian delegation played a 
most creditable role at San Francisco 
in creating the United Nations, and 
since that time it has taken the lead 
in trying to make the UN a workable 
organization. A leader in this strug- 
gle has been Dr. Herbert Vere Evatt, 
Australia’s Minister for External 
Affairs, who has written this excel- 
lent little work. 

Dr. Evatt revised three lectures 
delivered last October at Harvard on 
the formation, the function, and the 
future of the United Nations. Be- 
cause such knowledge must precede 
intelligent criticism of the organiza- 
tion, this book should be read by 
everyone who does not know the fun- 
damentals of the UN’s organization 
and operation. 

The last chapter will be of most 
interest to the avearge reader. Evatt 
is a political realist whose outlook is 
neither naively optimistic nor darkly 
pessimistic. He believes that the UN 
can be made to work if the big pow- 
ers want it to. He suggests basic re- 
vision of the UN charter and two im- 
mediate objectives outside the UN: 
1) conclusion of peace treaties; 2) 
the end of mutual recriminations and 
suspicions by the United States and 
Russia. Then, he concludes, the UN 
might have a chance to live and to 
operate and to grow strong. 

It is to the second point that Vera 
Micheles Dean addresses herself. As 
specialist on Russian affairs and re- 
search director for the Foreign Pol- 
icy Association, Mrs. Dean is emi- 
nently qualified to publish a study on 
the United States and Russia. Her 
object is to explain Russia to the 
people of this country, analyze its 
foreign policy in the light of its his- 
torical objectives, and then conclude 
whether conflict between the two 
countries is avoidable. 

The author offers a balanced ex- 
planation of the land, the people, the 
political and economic systems in 
Russia as a preliminary study in 
which she adduces much factual in- 
formation valuable for understand- 
ing Russia today. Mrs. Dean’s analy- 
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sis of Russian foreign policy is al. 
ways made from the Russian point 
of view—and it is good for us to gee 
that point of view as well as our own. 
‘*Conflict of Ideas’’ 

The book offers much information 
on Russia, and it explains better than 
most other books why the Russians 
act as they do. But though the author 
admits that our conflict with Russia 
is ‘‘fundamentally a _ conflict of 
ideas,’’ she evades an analysis of the 
question whether the Marxists are 
right in saying that conflict between 
the Marxist and capitalist worlds is 
inevitable. We all know that conces 
sions must be made in Europe—eco- 
nomic and social as well as political 
concessions—but the author assumes 
rather than proves that these conces. 
sions will satisfy Russia. Whether 
Russia will be content to be one of 
two big powers in the world today or 
will continue to work aggressively for 
the spread of Communism is a crucial 
point which this book evades. 

Mrs. Dean is not to be blamed in- 
dividually for making the common 
mistake of believing that peace can 
be bought with an ideology with 
pieces of silver. When one admits 
that the conflict is fundamentally 
one of ideas, it is hardly satisfying 
to conclude ‘‘that today the balance 
of power must be sought . . . over the 
entire globe; that it must be struck 
not merely in strategie or political 
terms, but also in terms of some ad- 
justment, if not reconciliation, be- 
tween two rival economic systems.” 
The fundamental problem remains. 





PLAIN & FANCY LYING 


The New York Times recently reported 
. that Professor Evans, Professor of 
English at Northwestern University, thinks 
that there was probably never so much 
lying in the world as there is now... he 
is reported as declaring that some lies are 
defensible. ‘‘Few friendships and mar 
riages would continue, if those involved 
told only the truth,’’ he observed. ... 

It is a great pity that Professor Evans 
should help propagate the lie that some lies 
are defensible. If one may lie to save 4 
friendship or a marriage, why may one not 
lie to win an election or a war, or to bring 
the blessings of ‘‘democratie communism’ 
to the ‘‘exploited masses,’’ or to preserve 
freedom of conscience from ‘‘the threat of 
totalitarian Catholicism?’’.. . 

A lie is intrinsically evil . . . by its very 
nature wrong—wrong always and every 
where, and no matter what the circuit 
stances. .. 

—The Catholic Mirror 
Springfield, Mass. 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Expert Estimate of Psychosomatic Medicine 


Mind and Body 
Dr. Flanders Dunbar Random, $3.50 


Reviewed by Francis J. Brace- 
land, M.D., Consulting Psychiat- 
rist, Mayo Clinic; professor of 
psychiatry, Graduate School of 
Medicine, Minnesota U.; secre- 
tary, American Board of Psy- 
chiatry and Neurology. 
In the introduction to her first vol- 
ume on psychosomatic medicine, writ- 
tn in 1935 and entitled Emotions 
ad Bodily Changes, Dr. Dunbar 
noted that the ‘‘scientifie study of 
emotions and bodily changes that ac- 
company diverse emotional exper- 
ienees marks a new era in medicine.’’ 
This observation has proved to be 
true, and Dr. Dunbar is one of the 
pioneers of that era. In addition to 
gathering together all the pertinent 
literature extant at that time, Dr. 
Dunbar also inaugurated and edited 
an excellent journal called Psycho- 
somatic Medicine. 


This reviewer notes these facts in 
order to present the credentials of 
the author. She is no ‘‘ Johnny Come 
lately’’ who had elimbed on the 
bandwagon. Personally she is well 
equipped and well trained to discuss 
the subject in question. In addition 
to her degrees of Ph.D., Se.D. and 
MD., all of them earned, she ac- 
quired the degree of BOD. at the 
Union Theological Seminary. At one 
time she wrote a_ thesis entitled 
“Symbolism in Medieval Thought.’’ 

The author’s present volume is an 
attempt to interpret for the layman 
some of the findings of the research- 
as in the field of psychosomatic 
medicine, which is at once so old and 
% new. She explains how the mind 
and body effect each other in sick- 
ness and in health, and she does so 
without resort to too much technical 
jargon. 

Most physicians now agree that 
many illnesses heretofore believed to 
be strictly organic in nature have 
‘motional components which either 
Iitiate or aggravate them, and that 
less some attention is given to 
these emotional factors, the patient’s 
tecovery will be either delayed or 
Prevented. Dr. Dunbar _ discusses 

ese illnesses, and presents repre- 
sentative cases which demonstrate 
this contention. 

The author writes easily and in- 
lerestingly, and her book is marked 
bya noteworthy calmness and objec- 


tivity. For example: ‘‘The psycho- 
somatic technique has been popularly 
misrepresented as a prodding proces:;, 
a digging into the unconscious. The 
physician is regarded as an archacol- 
ogist, gleefully uncovering the bones, 
trinkets, treasures and secrets of the 
past so that he can expose them in 
all their pitiful shabbiness. This is a 
very misleading impression. His real 
task is rather to remove barriers 
which keep a patient from saying 
what he means and even from saying 
anything at all. It is sometimes neces- 
sary to tell the patient himself to stop 
digging for he may be trying too 
hard to find a fact which he consid- 
ers important or thrilling. At this 
point the physician has to explain 
that the treatment is not a contest of 
wits but a cooperative assembling of 
facts which the patient supplies. ’’ 

The readers of this review will not 
agree with some of Dr. Dunbar’s 
theologie and philosophic ideas, but 
they will know that on the subject 
of psychosomatic medicine she speaks 
authoritatively. 





REPRINTS 
California’s Missions 
by Hildegarde Hawthorne A-C, $5 
The Good Pagan’s Failure 
by Rosalind Murray L G, $2.75 
Classical scholar’s convert-daughter 
diagnoses disorders of modern spirit. 


The Joy of Sorrow 
by David McAstocker,S.J. 
Author, $2.75 
Yomforting for the ill. 
Man’s Triumph with God in Christ 
by Frederick A. Houck Herder, $3 
4th ed., rev.; considerations of God 
based .on Thomistic theology. 
The Mystical Body 
by Eugene Boylan, O.Cist. R. 
Newman, $1.75 
Excellent treatise on ‘‘the foundation 


-of the spiritual life.’’ 


Mysticism 
Dutton, $5 
Practical Mysticism 
Dutton, $2.50 
both by Evelyn Underhill 
Non-C.—to be read only with permis- 
sion of director. 
With Hearts Courageous 
by Edna Kenton (il. Raphael 
Doktor) Liveright, $2.50 
Chronicles of N. A. martyrs based on 
Jesuit Relations. ‘‘Black & Gold’’ ed. 
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Double Guilt 
The Meaning of Treason 
Rebecca West Viking, $3.50 


Reviewed by John J. O’Connor, 

Ph.D., Professor of History, 

Georgetown University. 
This is an admirable book about a 
disagreeable subject. Miss West is 
one of the greatest living masters of 
English prose. Her robust talent is 
directed in this instance, to certain 
treason trials in post-war England, 
involving such people as William 
Joyee (Lord Haw-Haw), John 
Amery, Bailie-Stewart, Stoker Rose, 
and a few assorted madmen and chil- 
dren who betrayed, their country. 

Miss West first reconstructs each 
treason trial, carefully chronicling 
its progress until the ultimate ver- 
dict. She then gives a biography of 
the condemned man, seeking to probe 
the nature of treason and the com- 
plicated motivations that impelled 
Joyce and a few others to sell out to 
Nazi Germany in World War II. 

All the men who were brought to 
justice had lost faith in God and, as 
a consequence, in everything else. At 
the same time, the intellectual lead- 
ers of their time had failed them ‘‘by 
professing a philosophy that was 
searcely more than a lapse of mem- 
ory.’’ As a divorcee recalls what a 
happy marriage should be, so the 
treason trials recalled what a nation 
should be—a genuine brotherhood. 
What the traitors lacked, what was 
denied them, was a nation that was 
also a hearth. The great lesson that 
Miss West drives home is that the 
traitors were certainly guilty but the 
society which spawned them was not 
blameless. 

One of the memorable books of the 
year. 





The one proposition on which all pol- 
iticians of all parties agree as a plati- 
tude is that the object of politics is to 
raise the standard of living of the peo- 
ple. . . It is curious to note that the only 
two politicians in the modern world 
who do not offer their followers a 
higher standard are Gandhi and de 
Valera ... the two politicians who have 
held on longest to the leadership of 
their parties. . . 

I do not know which is the more un- 
scriptural—the ambition of the rich to 
remain rich, or the ambition of the poor 
to become so. The whole teaching of 
the Gospels, surely, is that one is very 
lucky to be poor and very unlucky to 


be rich. 
—From “With Love, Peter.” 


Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 
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TRADE CORNER NOTES FOR BOOK BUYERS 
Discounts and Death 


The Dealers’ Last Lament 


The following illustration is pub- 
lished in answer to various requests 
to acquaint readers with the theory 
of DISCOUNTS. Several years ago 
we sent similar information to a 
group of schools and were amazed at 
the number of Librarians, Priests and 
Religious who told us it came to them 
with a shock—that they had never 
thought about this matter before— al- 
ways having thought of discounts as 
something to which they were en- 
titled, without any compensating ob- 
ligation. 

What is the justification for dis- 
counts? Here’s an illustration: 

Case A. Suppose you buy 50 books, 
pay cash, and take them with you. 
The dealer simply rings up the sale 
—ONE step. 

Case B. Suppose you buy the same 
50 books, but have them charged and 
shipped. The dealer must list the titles 
on an invoice, pack, weigh, label, add 
postage, ship, record, file invoice 
copies, enter the charge on a ledger; 
and, when the bill is paid, look up the 
account, post the credit, and list, en- 
dorse, and deposit the check. 

This adds up to a total of from 15 
to 20 or more separate steps, Even 
before the war, the cost of these de- 
tails was uot less than 50c. At present 
it comes nearer to $1.00. (All of 
these same steps are necessary even 
though the order is for one book 
‘only. ) 

If the bill is not paid promptly, 
and a statement must be sent, this 
adds several more steps, plus postage. 
Also, the bank charge must be paid. 

Case C. Again, the same, identical 
50 books, BUT, this time, only ONE 
book at a time is charged and shipped. 
The total number of separate steps 
that must be taken is from 750 to 
1000—EVEN though the bills are 
paid promptly, and none of them lost, 
and no statement returned asking for 
further information, or the name of 
the individual purchaser, etc. 


Compare the Cost 


Look back now, please, to Case A. 
It is obvious that for the dealer, or 
distributor, there is a definite saving 
in expense as compared to handling 
one book at a time. THAT saving is 
what the purchaser gets when he is 


given a discount, That’s the reason 
for the discount. That’s why the dis- 
count can be given. 

The purpose of the discount is to 
encourage buyers to avoid waste. The 
discount repays them for their co- 
operation—out of the money saved. 

Look now again at Case C. There 
is no saving; and, therefore, there is 
nothing to give, legitimately. If any 
allowance is made, it must be for some 
other reason. What other reason is 
there? 

In the Catholic field the chief other 
reason is what is called the Courtesy 
Discount to Clergy and Religious. 


Dealers and a Living Wage 

When conditions were stabilized this 
matter was not so serious, but with 
the value of money being destroyed 
by the present deliberately calculated 
inflation, it’s a vital problem for any 
legitimate dealer. As the cost of busi- 
ness rises, the tendency of buyers is 
to expect larger allowances. But 
publishers’ costs are also increasing. 
Some have reduced allowances to 
dealers, and* increased ‘‘service 
charges’’ on returns, or declined to 
accept any return unless dealers sign 
contracts agreeing to pay a fixed 
service charge, or a fixed percentage 
of not less than 1% on each and every 
purchase made by the dealer through- 
out the year. 

The irony of the situation is in the 
fact that while many of our social 
theorists are broadcasting the alleged 
evils of ‘‘big business’’, the practices 
being followed are making it more 
and more difficult for small business 
—the life blood of the nation—to con- 
tinue to function. A case of theory vs. 
lack of practical experience. 


‘*Courtesy Discounts’’ 


We have written previously of 
courtesy discounts to Clergy and Re- 
ligious. We are asked to repeat. 
Priests who maintain that no conces- 
sions should be given have written us 
saying we may use their names. 


Why Should Books Be Different? 


Here is the big difference be- 
tween the book business, and, say the 
clergy rate on the railroad. Suppose 
there are 98 lay people on a train, 
each paying the regular fare; the rail- 
road can carry one or two priests or 
sisters at half fare without being 
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hurt. But suppose there are 9 
priests and only two full-fare lay peo. 
ple. The result is very much different. 

Let’s take an example. Suppose al] 
the passengers are going the same 
distance, and the fare is $10.00. 100 
at $10.00 each is $1,000.00. That's 
what full fare for all would amount 
to. 

If 98 pay $10.00 each, that’s $980.00 
and 2 at $5.00 each is 

Total 
The railroad revenue is down only 1% 
But if the 98 pay $5 each, or $490.00 
and only pay $10 each, or.... 20.00 

Total 
The loss of revenue is $490.00, or 
49%. 

But, if the railroad charged the 
two lay people enough extra to make 
up the shortage, 98 would pay $5 
each 
2 would pay $250 each 

Total 

The two lay people would have to 
pay $250.00 each—for a $10.00 ride. 
What is not first collected from some- 
where cannot be given away. 


Is This Silly? 


Is the foregoing exaggerated? Yes. 
but not too much. A leading publisher 
used to say that 80% of Catholic 
books were bought by priests and sis- 
ters, Father Gardiner of America ina 
recent survey arrived at an average 
50%. Whichever figure is right, it’s 
serious enough. 

It is, in fact, so serious that the 
Editor of BOOKS ON TRIAL can no 
longer encourage anyone to go into 
the Catholic book business as a dealer 
—as he had been doing. 

In an article in BOOKS ON 
TRIAL in May, 1945, Walter Romig 
of Detroit gave his reasons for arrtv- 
ing at the same conclusion, after 20 
years of bookselling. 

‘¢ . . Though there is ample business 
for separate Catholic bookstores in at 
least every good-sized city,’’ said Mr. 
Romig, ‘‘I could not now in con- 
science counsel a person to undertake 
such a project.’’ He blamed the ‘‘sad 
situation’’ on ‘‘the short-sightedness 
and/or greed of most American Cath- 
olic publishers. ’’ 

But it goes deeper than that. It 3s 
not always greed. More often it 8 
plain incompetency—among buyers 
as well as sellers—and a further 
share of the blame must be laid at 
the door of associations that allow 
their names to be used by officers 
soliciting business for private profit, 
or compenation of some kind or al 
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other, without divulging the roles 
they play. 

It probably should be added that 
imperceptive individuals may some- 
times be involved without realizing 
how they have been used. 

This Is the Result 

The book business is a ‘‘volume’’ 
business—which means that the big 
buyer can buy for less, and conse- 
quently, can sell for less. Recom- 
mending that patronage be directed 
to the big purveyors of drugstore and 
railroad station type of literature in- 
ereases the buying power of such out- 
lets, and thus strengthens them still 
further in their efforts, 


An Age of Confused Consciences 

It is not alone on social and labor 
problems that consciences are adrift. 
If it is incumbent on workingmen to 
join unions and support the union 
shop because otherwise they would be 
deriving benefits from the dues paid 
mly by others, it would seem to be 
equally true that those who benefit 
fom the work of Catholie dealers 
should consider whether they have 
any obligations. 

Dealing in generalities, instead of 
getting down to brass tacks, has 
wemed to be the current mode. It’s 
time for a change. ‘‘The time for re- 
flection is past. Now is the time for 
action.’’ 

Seven years ago your Editor wrote 
am article on the book business for a 
magazine that had published two pre- 
vious articles on ‘‘Why Not More 
(atholic Bookstores?’’ without hav- 
ing even touched on the real reasons. 
And seven years ago the article was 
returned, with a flattering note from 
the editor saying he did not. ‘‘wish to 
prolong the discussion.’’ 

Don’t Be Silly! 

That rejection was one of the 
tumerous reasons why BOOKS ON 
TRIAL was born. Incidentally, at 
that time numerous magazines were 
featuring ‘‘book services’? — which 
meant that if one ordered books from 
them the order was relayed to a pub- 
lsher. On asking publishers why 
they did not cooperate with deal- 
s—the kind of dealers who stock 
ad display books, pay clerks to 
consult, advise, and explain — the 
sual answer was that commissions 
tad to be given to the magazines to 
mtain their good will. Our contention 

ays has been that magazines and 
lewspapers that charge for subscrip- 
tons have obligations to their readers, 
_ soliciting business in addi- 
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It is only natural that percipient 
dealers decline to carry and sell maga- 
zines that then try to alienate the 
dealer’s customers—consequently, the 
magazines gain nothing, net. 

Dollars then, as now, ruled. But if 
dollars are to be the sole criterion, 
it’s going to be increasingly difficult 
to answer the parent who says, ‘‘Do 
you think I’m going to pay tuition to 
a Catholic school, when I can send my 
children to the public school free? 
Don’t be silly!’’ 


Officers, or Salesmen? 


‘*Morals,’’ said Frank Bruce, pub- 
lisher, in an article in BOOKS ON 
TRIAL, September 1945, p. 65, ‘‘have 
been discarded in much of our Ameri- 
ean selling.’’ The astounding thing 
about the persent trend is that it 
seemingly has never occurred to many 
people that there is also a moral as- 
pect to buying, 

It is high time for some thinking 
on this subject—and possibly for ad- 
ditions to some of our association by- 
laws as they pertain to individual ex- 
ploitation. 





Dear Editor: 


In your opinion are the books rec- 
ommended in Extension magazine and 
Columbia by the Family Reading 
Club and People’s Book Club good 
wholesome reading for every member 
of the family? 

Ans.: In my opinion,”’by no stretch 
of the imagination could some of the 
books advertised be considered as 
recommendable reading. I make this 
statement not only as a personal opin- 
ion but as one having been confirmed 
by numerous parents, and priests, and 
by at least two bishops. 

As to the Family Reading Club, see 
Books on Triau, April, 1947, page 
223. As to various books, for The 
Thresher, see BooKS ON TRIAL, page 
224, April, 1947; and page 137, Octo- 
ber, 1947. 

For Not So Wild a Dream, see page 
60, August, 1947; Years of the Locust 
(F RC)—see page 138, October, 
1947; ‘‘Soap opera level,’’ said 
America. In the Sign, John S. Ken- 
nedy objected only to one false note— 
where the proponent of the idea that 
divorcee was evil and hell real, was 
‘‘a sour, prying, exasperating spin- 
ster.’’ 

The Robe is generally regarded as 
doctrinally inexact, including also de- 
nials of definite historical happenings 
(see Tenets for Reviewers and Read- 
ers by Father Gardiner, S8.J.). 
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Critic of Communism 
Last Chance in China 

Freda Utley Bobbs, $3.50 

Reviewed by Dr, Ferdinand A. 

Hermens, University of Notre 

Dame. 


Miss Utley has written the least 
flashy of the books which have re- 
cently been published on China, but 
at the same time the one which the 
critical reader will consider the most 
useful. The author has that intimate 
knowledge of the Chinese which 
comes from, associating with them on 


' the basis of shared hopes and ex- 


periences; she also has thorough un- 
derstanding of Communism, without 
which the crucial problems of 
present-day China cannot be under- 
stood. She was, in fact, married to a 
Russian citizen and lived with him 
in Moscow, before the night of the 
purges swallowed him and forever 
destroyed her Communist illusions. 


This experience has not, however, 
impaired her objectivity; the Chi- 
nese Communists and their leaders 
are discussed without bitterness or re- 
sentment. Still, she knows the inexor- 
able requirements of the Communist 
political system, which deprives 
those who serve it of the possibility 
of cooperating with others on the 
basis of honesty and equality even 
if they wanted to do so. 


It is natural, therefore, that for 
Miss Utley the Chinese Communists 
are and always were, real Commun- 
ists, with whom no compromise is pos- 
sible. In the government of Chiang- 
kai-shek she recognizes the shorteom- 
ings, but she succeeds in convincing 
the reader that the Kuomintang con- 
tains people who work for social re- 
forms and who might have been suc- 
cessful in attaining their ends had 
not continued warfare automatically 
placed control in the hands of the 
military, and if Communist extrem- 
ism did not do in China what it does 
everywhere else, namely, encourage 
the extremism of the Right. 


Miss Utley is critical of General 
Marshall’s mission to China which, 
in her opinion, was utilized by the 
Communisis to gain time to perfect 
their cooperation with Russia and as- 
sure their conquest of Manchuria. On 
the other hand, she highly praises 
General Wedemeyer who, she holds, 
combined tact with firmness and in- 
sight, and showed the way in which 
basie American objectives can be 
reached in China. 
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A List for Lay Philosophers 


Last year we promised our readers a Thomustic booklist in March, 1948. 

If we have since questioned the prudence of such a promise, the ever-growing 
interest (and consequent need for help) in Thomistic philosophy on the part of 
BOT’s lay readers and The Thomas More’s customers, gives us courage. The 
connection between lay philosophy and the lay apostolate need not be belabored 


here... 


The list is neither extensive nor comprehensive—it merely assembles some of 
the more intelligible and safe general texts and treatises in print at this time in 


this country. If possible at all, *‘ 
secondary sources. 


go to Thomas”’’ first, instead of settling for 


This year, incidentally, St. Thomas’ feast falls on Laetare Sunday—so, have 


fun, all you lay philosophers! 


Works by St. Thomas 


Summa Theologica 
(Latin) Piana ed. 


Summa Theologica 

(English,) 3 Vol., 38.00* 
Eng. Dominican trans., complete, but pro- 
hibitive in price. 

Basic Writings of St. Thomas Aquinas 

(English), ed. A. C. Pegis 2 Vol., 10.00 
Portions (somewhat arbitrarily chosen) 
Summa Theologica and Summa Contra 
Gentiles, Eng. Dom. trans. 


Introduction to St. Thomas Sa goes 
Ed. A. C. Pegis Mod. Lib., 1.25 


Selected Writings of St. Thomas 
Aquinas 

Ed. M. C. D’Arcy, S.J. Everyman, 1.25 
The Wisdom of St. Thomas 

Ed. Josef Pieper 2.00 


Compendium of Theology 
Tr. Cyril Vollert, S.J. 4.00 


Compendium of Theology 
Tr. Lawrence E. Lynch (1948) 


Being and Essence 

Tr. Armand Maurer (1948) 
Free Will 

Tr. Anton C. Pegis (1948) 


The Trinity, and Unicity of the 


Intellect 
Tr. Sr. Emmanuella 3.00 


The Ways of God 
Tr. R. Maritain and M. Sumner 35¢ 
Perhaps not genuine. 


How to Study: Latin Text with Trans- 
lation and Exposition by Victor 
White, O.P. 

The famous letter to Brother John. 30c 
(Note: St. Thomas’ theology is contained 
in the Summa Theologica; his philosophy in 
the commentaries on Aristotle as yet wn- 
translated, along with his Scripture stud- 
ies.) 


5 Vol., $21.00 


About St. Thomas 
(Adult) 


St. Thomas Aquinas 
By Jacques Maritain (reprinting) 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
By Gerald Vann, O.P. 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
By G. K. Chesterton 
The Man from Rocca Sicca 
By Reginald Coffey, O.P. 
Perennial Philosophers 
By Arthur Ryan 
(Contains chapter-study.) 


(For the Children) 


My Name Is Thomas 

By Mary Fabyan Windeatt 1.25 
Angel of the Schools 

By Raissa Maritain 2.00 
Chapters in: 


Truth Was Their Star 

By Sr. M. Jean Dorcy, O.P. 2.00 
Man Who Built the Secret Door 

By Sr. Charitas, S.S.N.D. 1.50 
Twenty-One Saints 

By Aloysius Croft 1.50 


Commentaries & Essays in 
Thomistic Tradition 


Aristotle, The Student's Oxford 

Ed. W. D. Ross 6 Vol., 7.50 
Art and Scholasticism 

By Jacques Maritain 3.75 


Basic Works of Aristotle 
Ed. Richard McKeon 5.00 


Being & Some Philosophers 

By Etienne Gilson (1948) 

Christianity & Philosophy 

By Etienne Gilson 2.00 

Companion to the Summa 

By Walter Farrell, O.P. 

The Degrees of Knowledge 

By Jacques Maritain (to be reprinted) 

The Divine Pity 

By Gerald Vann, O.P. 2.50 

Essays in Modern Scholasticism 

Ed. Anton C. Pegis 4.00 

Essays in Thomism 

Ed. R. E. Brennan, O.P. 5.00 

Everyman’s Theology 

By Leo Von Rudloff, O.S.B. 2.50 

The Existence of God 

By Dom Mark Pontifex 2.25 

Formal Logic 

By Jacques Maritain 3.50 

God and Intelligence in Modern 
Philosophy 

By Fulton J. Sheen 3.00 

God and Philosophy 

By Etienne Gilson 2.50 

History of Philosophy 

By Paul J. Glenn 3.00 

Image of His Maker 

By Robert Brennan, O.P. 3.00 

The Intellectual Life 

By A. D. Sertillanges, O.P. 3.00 

Introduction to Philosophy 

By Paul J. Glenn 3.00 

Introduction to Philosophy 

By Jacques Maritain (reprinting) 2.75 

Introduction .to Philosophy 

By Louis de Raeymaeker 


4 Vol., $4 ea. 


4.00* 


March, 1948 


Key to the Study of St. Thomas 

By Francesco Olgiati, tr. Zybura 1.50 

Keystones and Theories of Philosophy 

By Wm. A. Bruckmann 2.50 

Main Problems of Philosophy 

By Oswaldo Robles, tr. Reinhardt 2.75 

Marquette U. Aristotelian Society 
Lectures 

By Pegis, Adler, etc. 

Modern Thomistic Philosophy 

By R. P. Phillips 2 Vol., 7.50* 

Nature, Knowledge & God 

By Bro. Benignus, F.S.C. 

The One God 

By R. Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 

The Philosophy of Being 

By Henri Renard, S.J. 

Predestination 

By R. Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 

Preface to Metaphysics 

By Jacques Maritain 

Progressive Scholasticism 

By Gerardo Bruni, tr. Zybura 

Providence 

By R. Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 2.75 

Some Illustrations of St. Thomas’ De- 
velopment of the Wisdom of St 
Augustine 

By Gerald Phelan 1.35 

The Spirit of Mediaeval vu 

By Etienne Gilson 3.50 

Theology and Sanity 

By Frank Sheed 3.00 

A Theory of Esthetic According to St. 
Thomas Aquinas 

By J. L. Callahan, O.P. 1.50" 

Thomas Aquinas 

By M. L. D’Arcy, S.J. 3.50 

Thomistic Bibliography (1920- ate 

By Vernon J. Bourke 

Thomistic Principles in a Catholic 
School 

By Theodore Brauer et al. 2.50 

Thomistic Psychology 

By Robert E. Brennan, O.P. 

Thomistic Realism & the 

Critique of Knowledge 

By Etienne Gilson (1948) 

The Unity of Philosophical Experience 

By Etienne Gilson 2.15 

(* indicates short-rate, %.e., no library 0 

courtesy discount.) 


Periodicals 


1.50 ¢ea,* 


Blackfriars 
By English Dominicans (monthly) 
3.00 per yeal 
The Dominican Bulletin 
By Dominican Fathers (quarterly) Free 
Dominicana 
By Dominican Students (quarterly) 
1.00 per yeat 
The Modern Schoolman 
By Jesuit Fathers (quarterly) 
1.00 per year 
The New Scholasticism 
By Amer. Cath. Phil. Ass’n. (quarterly) 
4.00 per year 
The Thomist 
By Dominican Fathers (quarterly) 
4.00 per yeal 





The trouble with an ideological wat 
is that, whichever side wins, the W' 
idea always wins ... the Christians 4 
not conquer the pagans until they hav? 
first reduced themselves to the m 
of the pagans. 

~~ ae Lowe Peter,” 
y topher 
(McMullen, on s2.t 
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Compendium of Theology 
St. Thomas Aquinas (tr. Cyril 
Vollert, S.J.) Herder, $4.00 

Reviewed by John F. Callahan, 

Ph.D., associate professor of 

Classics & Philosophy, George- 

town Umversity; author forth- 

coming ‘‘ Four Views of Time in 

Ancient Philosophy’’ (Harvard 

U. Press, June). 

The Compendium Theologiae of St. 
Thomas Aquinas, composed during 
the last two years of his life and cut 
short by his death, is of great interest 
because it treats with extraordinary 
clarity and brevity a large number of 
the basic themes of Thomistic philoso- 
phy and theology. The work was 
planned by St. Thomas to consist of 
three parts, faith, hope and charity. 
The first part, on faith, is complete ; 
the second part is incomplete, since 
the author was prevented by death 
from finishing the tenth chapter, Its 
last sentence reads, ‘‘Secondly, an 
evident example shows that attain- 
ment of the kingdom of God is pos- 
sible.’ After this point we may be 
sure that no more evident example 
was needed, at least for St. Thomas 
Aquinas. 

St. Thomas points out that the 
knowledge we receive from faith re- 
volves around two points, the divin- 
ity of the Trinity and the humanity 
of Christ; the latter is the way by 
which we come to the former. About 
the divinity of the Trinity there are 
three truths to be known, the unity 
of the divine essence, the Trinity of 
persons, and the effects wrought by 
the divinity. This scheme enables St. 
Thomas to consider a large variety of 
topics that are treated also in the 
Summa Contra Gentiles and the Sum- 
ma Theologica. 

Precision and Brevity 

The various topics are treated with 
much precision, as is proper in a 
work intended by the author to be 
& convenient synopsis of Christian 
doctrine. Thus the detailed analysis to 
be found in other works of St. 
Thomas is missing here. For example, 
in proving the existence of God only 
the argument from motion is used ; 
likewise, three arguments, very brief- 
ly put, are offered for the incorrupti- 
bility of the human soul. But this 
brevity helps us to understand with 
even greater facility than usual the 
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THINGS THEOLOGICAL 


Distillation of the Two ‘‘Summas’’ 


interrelations among the various 
topics considered and the manner in 
which St. Thomas deduces one truth 
from another, As the translator points 
out in the Preface, ‘‘the book should 
be especially useful for courses in re- 
ligion or theology for the laity.’’ 

We are indebted to Father Vollert 
for providing us with this careful and 
idiomatic translation of the Compen- 
dium Theologiae. His rendering into 
English reproduces very well the 
simple and clear Latin of St. Thomas, 
and maintains a uniformly high 
quality throughout. His Preface is 
brief but very helpful for a prelimi- 
nary understanding of the work, and 
it indicates that he is acquainted with 
the scholarly problems involved in a 
project of this kind, regarding both 
content and text. 

Especially valuable are the com- 
ments he makes on the differences be- 
tween the Thomistic and the modern 
approaches to theology. ‘‘The fides 
quaerens intellectum, faith in search 
of understanding, which was the ideal 
of medieval theology, may become a 
faith in search of the motives of 
eredibility.’’ The person who wishes 
to penetrate with St. Thomas into the 
realities of the supernatural order 
would be well advised to study care- 
fully the Compendium Theologiae. 


REPUBLISHED 


The Life of St. Dominic 
Bede Jarrett, O.P. Newman, $2.50 


Father Jarrett, for many fruitful 
terms provincial of the English Do- 
minicans, founder of their Oxford 
house, a character whose waggish wit 
and spiritual beauty have endeared 
him to everyone who came his way, 
and a not-unlikely candidate for can- 
onization, was also (though it sounds 
incongruous in this context) a for- 
midable historian.* 

It is fortunate for his biography 
(first published in 1924) that he was 
so, that he could temper his not-too- 
coincidental devotion to Father Dom- 
inie with the sobering discipline of 
scholarly methodology. Happily, no 
one could wield a footnote with more 
confidence, but, also, no one could tell 
a story better than he. The result is 
a life to be read with relish, with 
instruction, and with trust in the 
solid sources of truth behind it. 
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* Testimonial to Grace 


The Glory of Thy People 

Father M. Raphael Simon, 0.C.8.0. 
Maemillan, $2.00 

Reviewed by Rev. John M. Oes- 

terreicher, Church of the As- 

sumption, New York City. 
This story of a Jewish psychiatrist, 
today a Trappist monk, is dedicated 
to St. Bernard, who wrote: ‘‘Touch 
not the Hebrews. Speak to them with 
kindness, for they are of the flesh and 
bone of the Messiah: to harm them 
is to wound the Saviour in the apple 
of His eye.’’ This dedication is 
not accidental, for the whole book 
breathes a deep affection and concern 
for the children of Abraham, the kith 
and kin of Our Lord. Father Raphael 
Simon’s intention is to show that the 
Church of Christ is the flowering 
crown of the root that was the an- 
cient Israel, that the New Testament 
is the fulfillment of the Old. 

On every page one feels the warm 
heart of its author; one can see a 
deeply spiritual and humble, a kind 
and grateful person. But any conver- 
sion is greater than the story that 
ean be told of it, and one cannot help 
thinking that Father Simon has not 
done full justice to the wonders he 
has experienced. Their didactic pre- 
sentation, it is to be feared, hamper 
the author’s purpose of speaking to 
the Jews of today. But there is no 
doubt that The Glory of Thy People 
sings well the praises of the God of 
grace. 

Of his baptism, Father Simon says: 
‘‘Thus did I, a Jew, without becom- 
ing less a Jew, become a Catholic,”’ 
and he confesses that God, who in 
His wonderful goodness, poured forth 
His grace most abundantly, ‘‘kept 
my heart at peace in every cireum- 
stance. I had but one desire: to fol- 
low Christ,.Who had come into the 
world to do His Father’s Will—to 
place my life entirely at His dis- 
posal.’’ 


It would be hard to agree, after 
reading this characterization of the 
‘‘athlete of Christ’? who founded the 
Order of Preachers, with historian 
R. G. Bennett, who once called St. 
Dominic ‘‘one of the most unrespon- 
sive of historical figures.’’ It would 
also be extremely difficult not to 
identify St. Dominic’s concept of the 
apostolate with the spirit and modus 
operandi of genuine Catholic Action. 

* Father Jarrett was also a virtu- 
oso posteard correspondent, but that 
is a chapter in itself. 
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St. Thomas & Commentators 


The Eternal Quest 
William R. O’Connor LG, $4.00 


Reviewed by Conell Dowd, C.P., 
S.T.D. 


A technical study substantially re- 
producing a doctoral dissertation sub- 
mitted to Fordham University. The 
sub-title, ‘‘The Teaching of St. 
Thomas Aquinas on the Natural De- 
sire for God,’’ states the problem that 
is to be studied in the Commentaries 
and in the text of St. Thomas. It is, 
however, quite evident that the pri- 
mary concern of'the author is to de- 
termine the value of the commenta- 
tors as interpreters of St. Thomas. 
Father O’Connor employs the exami- 
nation of the doctrine on the Natural 
Desire for God as argumentation sub- 
stantiating the hypothesis that ‘‘the 
preoccupations and assumptions of the 
interpreters have served as a barrier 
to the discovery of the true meaning 
of St. Thomas.’’ 

Part I is an exposition of the doc- 
trine as given in the writings of four 
commentators and to an analysis of 
elements foreign to St. Thomas which 
influenced their interpretations. Their 
explanation of the Natural Desire is 
not identical, he says, with the doc- 
trine of St. Thomas because they have 





For Frequent Communicants 


From Holy Communion to the 
Bl. Trinity 
M. V. Bernadot, O.P. 
(tr. Dom Izard, O.S8.B.) 

Newman, $1.50 
This little book shows how, by appli- 
cation of intellect and will, the fre- 
quent communicant may realize, in- 
tensify, and preserve the spiritual 
fruits of Holy Communion, that the 
Eucharist may become increasingly 
the source of sustenance and sanctity 
that it should be. 

Holding with Garrigou-Lagrange 
that an intensified spiritual life is the 
natural right of every man in the 
state of grace, by reason of our ‘‘di- 
vine filiation,’’ this work is of im- 
mense encouragement to the many 
faithful who persevere in spite of fre- 
quent lack of sensible consolations. 
Practical and systematic in presenta- 
tion, the treatise builds up to a con- 
sideration of union with the Trinity 
as the not-unreasonably expected out- 
come of this intelligent, volitional 
awareness of the meaning of the 
Eucharist. 


imposed their own thought upon his. 


Part II is given over to Father 
O’Connor’s personal inquiry into the 
text: of St. Thomas. He rejects the 
traditional doctrine of the Thomistic 
School as given in the commentaries 
and, eliminating considerations that 
arose after the time of St. Thomas 
and influenced these commentators, 
seeks in the text itself the true 
Thomist doctrine. The supernatural 
orientation, the elicited act, beatitude 
are all rejected as being foreign to 
the problem as conceived by St. 
Thomas. The natural desire for God 
is the purely intellectual tendency to 
dispel ignorance and to acquire 
knowledge of the First Cause of those 
things that are known by man. This 
tendency comes from the natural form 
as opposed to the cognitional form. 
The desire for God as ultimate beati- 
tude follows from a cognitional form. 
This desire, therefore, says the au- 
thor, is not the natural desire of 
which St. Thomas wrote. 


The Issue 
The issue between St. Thomas and 
his commentators, according to the 
author, lies in this,—that ‘‘they have 
crossed the natural desire of the in- 
tellect for knowledge with the natural 
desire of the will for happiness, as if 
St. Thomas taught that God was the 
object of the later natural desire as 
well as of the former’’. God, the au- 
thor remarks, ‘‘is the object of a pure- 
ly intellectual tendency or desire to 
know, but He is not the object of the 
necessary tendency of the will toward 
happiness, so long as He remains un- 

known to the intellect.’’ 


This explanation will hardly with- 
stand the objections of traditional 
Thomism nor does the fundamental 
proposition of the book admit of solid 
foundation. Some commentators, it is 
true, have not correctly interpreted 
this doctrine of St. Thomas, but to in- 
elude such names as Cajetan, Banez 
and Sylvester of Ferrara in. this 
group is hardly accurate. This objec- 
tion to the commentators is not admis- 
sible. 





Compendium of Theology 

St. Thomas Aquinas 

(trans. Cyril Vollert, S.J.) Herder, $4.00 

The Sign: ‘‘. . . gives us in capsule form 
much of the profound doctrine embodied in 
Pars Prima and Pars Tertia of the Sum- 
ma...°’ 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Scholastic Recreation 


Philosophy Without Tears 
Arthur Little, S.J. D&S, $2.00 


Reviewed by James F. Anderson, 

Ph. D., philosophy department, 

Loyola University. 
This little book is made up of dia- 
logues broadeast on Radio Eireann. 
They admirably fulfill the conditions 
laid down by the broadeasting au- 
thorities: they are ‘‘sufficiently sim- 
ple and free from technicalities to in- 
terest listeners educated but not in 
philosophy’’, and ‘‘sufficiently enter- 
taining to hold the attention of those 
whose minds are tired after their 
daily work.’’ And, on the whole, they 
do not fall far short of meeting the 
author’s own condition ‘‘That the ar- 
guments advanced should be suff- 
ciently penetrating to banish the 
idea that Scholasticism is a shallow 
philosophy, unable to convince those 
not already convinced by faith.’’ 


No book should be eriticized for 
what it is not intended to be. And this 
book ‘‘is not intended to be even an 
introduction to the study of philoso- 
phy.’’ But it is intended to treat 
questions having ‘‘topical importance 
owing to present social conditions and 
ways of thought’’, as well as ques- 
tions ‘‘of fundamental and abiding 
importance.’’ At least six of the Dia- 
logues (Why Philosophy? God and 
Creation, Providence and Human 
Suffering, Inside Freewill, Converse 
tions with a Burglar, Ultimo) clearly 
fall into the latter category. 


It is at this point, however, that 
criticism may set in; for some of the 
questions treated seem to the present 
writer to be neither of topical nor of 
fundamental and abiding importance. 
For instance, the arguments, duly 
refuted, against acceptance of the ex- 
istence of the external world are not 
to my knowledge seriously maintained 
in any such simplified form by any 
significant modern thinker. 


But there are some gems of wit, and 
deft argument, in this little book. It 
should prove a delight to those who 
demand substance even in their recre- 
ational reading. 





“, .. it is very good for a young man 
to learn that he cannot carelessly ride 
superb over all the fences of life 
proudly dismiss those which he neglects 
as not worth jumping.. .” 4 

—From “With Love, Peter, 
by Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 
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CATHOLIC LAZINESS 


Roman Catholics, for instance, are, ob- 
viously, on the whole lazier than other peo- 
ple in business. I once asked Michael Para- 
vane why. He said that it was not a point 
in favour of Catholics, but it was a point 
in favour of Catholicism. It was what you 
would expect if a true religion was preached 
to rather dim people. There are, it seems to 
me, four stages of man from this point of 
view... 

. first the man who bothers about 
nothing, human or divine, and leaves his 
room unswept through utter indolence.. . 

Then ... the man who sweeps the room 
simply because he thinks it important that 
rooms should be clean . 

... there is the man who says: ‘‘T have 
an immortal soul and will soon be dead 
anyway. What can it matter whether rooms 
are swept or not?’’... 




















Finally . . . the man, who, as it were, 
comes back to the tasks of the world from 
the contemplation of the eternal verities 
and performs them because they are his 
tasks, doing with all his might whatever his 
right hand findeth to do. 


—From ‘‘With Love, Peter,’’ 
by Christopher Hollis 


(McMullen, $2.50) 













Light Amid Shadows 
William A. Regnat, O.S.B. Kenedy, $2.75 
Reviewed by Rev. Dr. A. N. 
Fuerst, 8.T.D., Our Lady of the 
Lake Seminary, Cleveland. 








Willkie attempted a solution for the 
peace of the world in his One World; 
Licbmann hoped to secure for the 
worldling peace of mind in this brave 
world by his Peace of Mind; Father 
William Regnat, O.S.B., in his 
light Amid Shadows purposes to 
help the religious to obtain that de- 
gree of perfection which will result 
in that peace which Christ promised 
to give. 

The work is the result of the au- 
thor’s resentment ‘‘against certain 
types of writers on spiritual sub- 
jects’? who offer ‘‘a particular brand 
of gloomy, austere mysticism (sic)”’ 
which as he confesses almost ruined 
his own vocation. In it the author 
seeks an approach to asceticism from 
its more positive aspects by a descrip- 
tion of the highlights of man’s 
hature. 

In developing his purpose the au- 
thor evidences an insight into, and 
a1 understanding of the problems 
Which confront the tyro in matters 
Spiritual. In his diagnosis as well as 
in his medication he tempers a kindly 
Patience with an ardent charity. But 
his development is marred by his 
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Forging the Counter-Reformation 


Papal Legate at the Council of 
Trent: Cardinal Seripando 
Hubert Jedin (trans. Frederic C. 
Eckhoff ) Herder, $7.50 
Reviewed by Rev. Joseph Roubik, 
S.J., Ph.D., chairman department 
of history, Loyola University. 


Girolamo Seripando, General of the 
Augustinian Order, bishop and ecar- 
dinal, is a notable personality of the 
Reform Era who is too little known 
even among historians. His work of 
reform and his share in the delibera- 
tions of the great Council of Trent 
deserve the fine treatment that his 
biographer presents in this study. 

It will come as a surprise to many 
a reader, even to one well acquainted 
with the period of the Protestant Re- 
volt, to. see how strongly entrenched 
the philosophy of Neo-Platonism was 
still at the zenith of the Renaissance. 





Too Much Word-painting 


strained effort to paint word-pictures 
that will attract the attention of his 
readers. 

As a result of his striving, certain 
exaggerations are committed in the 
name of fine writing. This wordiness 
sometimes leaves the reader unac- 
quainted with the subject matter 
which the author discuses, e.g., tre- 
mendous trifles (are they tempta- 
tions? occasions? aé¢tual graces?), 
and sometimes causes the writer to 
spin out to unnecessary lengths fig- 
ures which aré commonplaces to the 
readers, or to overemphasize com- 
parisons which the author himself 
admits are known in advance. 


To this same cause (we hope at 
least) we must ascribe certain lacu- 
nae that exist in regard to matters 
which should be treated at greater 
length and which might be inter- 
preted erroneously (e.g., God permits 
sin so that the absolved sinner might 
enjoy heaven more; the true nature 
of the vow of poverty). Only in 
those brief flashes when he opens his 
heart and pours out his unvarnished 
thoughts, does the reader come to 


know the true writer and his inten- , 


tions in their regard. 

In evaluating the work spiritually, 
we-might well bear in mind the 
advice Cardinal Newman offered: 
‘‘There are no short steps to perfec- 
tion, but there are sure ones.’’ 


For the type of philosophy which is 
generally most emphasized by his- 
torians of the period is what we might 
eall the ‘‘philosophy of Present En- 
joyment’’, But Plato was still very 
much alive, and so was the offshoot 
of his teachings, Neo-Platonism. Plato 
always had an appeal to the mystie, 
sometimes leading his votaries to ig- 
nore more scientific and rational in- 
vestigations. Seripando drew - deeply 
from this philosophy in his earlier 
days and its influence was strong in 
his earlier explanations of Catholic 
dogma. 


Unification of Thought 


Later, however, when he was faced 
by more practical and serious prob- 
lems of reform, Seripando took to 
more practical principles. He went to 
sourees and studied the heretical doc- 
trines that were being so strongly 
propagated in that day. He did this 
because he was ordered to prepare 
himself for the work of the Council. 
His share in the debates and reports 
on dogmatie and disciplinary subjects 
enters almost every major question 
that came up. In the story of these 
debates, as narrated for us here, we 
get a glimpse of the profundity of 
these topies. 


We realize that it could not but 
happen that there would be, and were, 
varied shades of opinion, many theo- 
ries, diversified explanations. All 
these differences seemed for the mo- 
ment to preclude any hope of unity of 
doctrine. The truth, however, gradual- 
ly and more clearly emerged to the 
surface. It is precisely in this descrip- 
tion of the gradual unification of 
thought that a large part of the merit 


_ of this book lies. 


The translator has brought to this 
task a simple style; his meaning is 
clear. There are abundant references 
to documentary sources in spite of 
the fact that the translator has omit- 
ted, as he tells in his prefatory note, 
most of the references contained in 
archives and manuscript libraries in 
Bologna, Florence, Rome and else- 
where. The narrative puts a tax on 
the attention not unlike that which 
one must put forth to grasp a philo- 
sophical thesis. But the effort is well 
rewarded, whether he is a student in- 
terested in ecclesiastical history, or 
just a general reader eager to learn 
the deeper current in life, 
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*"New Standard in Sanctity?”’ 


The Greatest Catherine 


Michael de la Bedoyere Bruce, $3.00 
Reviewed by Very Rev. J. B. 
Walker, O.P., 8.T.Lr., Ph.D., 
Professor of Church History, 
Pontifical Faculty of Philosophy, 
River Forest, Il. 


The author sought to write ‘‘a new 
life, popular rather than scholarly, 
historically accurate, credible to the 
modern reader, written in terms of 
what interests and helps our genera- 
tion, and based first and foremost on 
Catherine’s own writings.”’ 


This life is certainly new. It is 
popular, credible, interesting to our 
generation; but in my judgment 
other lives of St. Catherine of Siena 
have been drawn just as extensively 
and more aptly from her writings. As 
for the rest— 


It leans too heavily upon M. Robert 
Fawtier’s Sainte Catherine de Siten- 
ne: essai de critique des sources. This 
was not a life of the Saint. It was 
- simply a critical evaluation of the 
historical sources for a life, and in- 
cluded an appraisal of the Saint’s 
writings. It is of great value for a 
critical study of the original sources, 
but for one who had ‘‘neither time 
nor convenience’’ for that sort of 
thing, ‘‘nor indeed the requisite his- 
torical training,’’ it could but pre- 
sent a fascinating puzzle and furnish 
sensational and subversive material 
of a kind that is always popular and 
interesting. 


What could be expected when Faw- 
tier’s work came to be utilized by a 
journalist who, in approval of Shaw’s 
Saint Joan, writes: ‘‘if you can make 
a historical character live again, even 
though with serious distortions, you 
have done infinitely more than any 
scholar who catalogues the facts about 
the dead and gone’’? One may won- 
der why a character cannot be made 
to live again without serious distor- 
tion of the facts. 


Now it happens that Fawtier’s in- 
terpretation of the facts of Cather- 
ine’s life has been discredited. In fact, 
Fawtier himself discredited his own 
interpretation. I shall substantiate 
that statement in an extended review 
elsewhere. Anyhow, in following Faw- 
tier’s work, de la Bedoyere, who was 
suspicious of him and who admittedly 
lacked ‘‘the requisite historical train- 
ing,’’ cannot be excused for pervert- 


ing what is perhaps the best authenti- 
eated life of a saint in the 14th cen- 
tury. Nor can he be excused for sub- 
verting by his naturalistic outlook 
the whole of the supernatural in the 
life of a great mystic—even the spir- 
itual espousals, the mystic death, the 
stigmata, 


‘‘A Holy Terror’’ 


He gives us in this book a picture 
of a fanatic, an activist, an extrovert, 
a holy terror; a woman lacking meek- 
ness and even humility; a woman 
who had little regard for any supe- 
rior, who had an unbridled tongue, 
who was self-assertive, critical of 
authority, a domineering character, a 
political adventuress; a woman full 
of mistakes who in failure sought 
escape in martyrdom. What .a ludi- 
crous, bizarre, fantastic picture of a 
saint! The only redeeming feature is 
in one chapter entitled, ‘‘A Saint’s 
Way of Thinking’’; the only en- 
nobling features elsewhere come from 
the Letters and the Dialogue of Cath- 
erine. But even then the author 
**ecould do without ... a great deal of 
the spiritual direction . . . in exchange 
for a few more sentences throwing 
light on private and domestic af- 
fairs.’’ 


If this be the Catherine of history, 
what a woman the Church solemnly 
demands that we venerate as a saint! 
De la Bedoyere was not unaware of 
the dilemma. He stood by what he 
ealls history, however, and found that 





The Greatest Catherine 

Michael de la Bedoyere Bruce, $3.00 
J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: 
‘¢. . . Author rejects many of the miracles 
and mystic experiences of Saint Catherine 
as the pious concoctions of her early Domii- 
can biographers . . . maintains that the 
great triumph of Catherine’s life, the re- 
turn of Pope Gregory XI from Avignon to 
Rome in 1377, really led to the Great West- 
ern Schism, which began in 1378. Readers 
who do not already know something of St. 
Catherine and her background in history had 
better skip this book ... (Author) is editor 
of that excellent English Catholic weekly 
newspaper, The Catholic Herald, He + 
known to be critical towards certain aspects 
of the Church policy and this attitude is re- 
flected im ‘The Greatest Catherine.’.’’ 
Integrity: ‘‘. . . de la Bedoyere is the ideal 


* person to give us a clear insight into Cath- 


erine’s character and personality. . .’’ 
Catholic Library World: ‘‘. . . a definitive 
biography written with the charm of a 
novel, the enthusiasm of a devotee, and the 
accuracy of an historian . . . enthusiastically 
recommended to college and adult read- 
om..." 
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Catherine ‘‘sets a new and somewhat 
different standard in sanctity.’’ And 
what a standard to propose as help. 
ing our generation! 


St. Catherine is the most perfeet 
example of Dominican spiritual doe. 
trine in the concrete. If this be not 
understood, then any picture of her 
will be false. The author has failed to 
make good his claim to an ‘‘under. 
standing of the faith which fired 
Catherine in its dogmatic basis, in its 
spiritual and moral teaching.’’ He 
seldom rises above the mundane, the 
purely natural. He is too frequently 
flippant, irreverent, and sometimes 
offensive to pious ears. I must charae. 
terize this book as dangerous, perni- 
cious. 





The only result of academic pacifism 
is to persuade the aggressors that the 
victims will not fight and thus to make 
war more probable. 

—From “With Love, Peter,” 
by Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 
My Daily Psalm Book 


tr. Rev. Joseph B. Frey 

Conf. of Precious Blood, 65c, 90c, $3.75 
Emmanuel: ‘*, . . translation is at times 
slavish ... vague... or even inexact... 
yet, all in all, it surely is the best that has 
so far been published . . . main feature...a 
remarkable pictorial commentary of the 
Psalms consisting of more than 150 illustra- 
tions, the work of the noted artist, Ariel 
Agemian ... a delight to the eye and a 
inspiration to the soul. . .’’ 
Msgr. Matthew Smith, editor Denver Regis 
ter: ‘*. .. it would be impossible to be more 
enthusiastic than we are about the new 
translation of the Psalter ... Fr. Frey, with 
the assistance and criticism of Father John 
E. Steinmueller . . . has put the new Latin 
text into smooth and beautiful English, u- 
questionably the best version of the Psalms 
that has ever appeared in our language. Fine 
art, good typography, excellent binding, ani 
a minimum of archaisms . .. perfect prayer 
book, one that answers the fundamental 
worries and agonies of the human spirit. ..” 


Orate Fratres: ‘‘. . . worthy counterpart 
of Fr. Stedman’s ‘miracle missal’..: 
translation is serviceable and clear, ani 
prayable . . . illustrations .. . are a good 
cut above the average , . . with a minimum 
of ‘schmalz’. . . psalms are arranged at 
cording to the Roman breviary psalter, # 
that the laity can the better join in spirit 
and fact with the praying Church ... #@ 
index ... a ‘prayer guide’ suggests suit 
able psalms for various daily devotion! 
needs. . .’’ 

A—HS—REC 
The Crown of Sorrow 

Archbishop Goodier, 8.J. Grail, $1.2 
Catholic Review Service: ‘‘. . . fifty shot 
considerations on the various parts 
Christ’s trial and death. . . . marked by the 
spirit of loving sympathy with Christ thi 
characterizes all the Archbishop’s wrt 
ings.’’ 

A—REC 
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Founder, and One of His Saints 


A Spoonful of Honey 


Visitation Sisters, $2.75 


Life of St. Francis de Sales in a florid 
style of hagiography which will seem 
archaic to modern readers, but which 
nevertheless gives off the authentic 
fragrance of the subject-saint’s per- 
sonality. 

If one can penetrate this somewhat 
rococo rhetoric—and it is easy to, in 
view of its naturalness and appropri- 
ateness—one finds an excellent por- 
trait of this extraordinary saint: the 
bishop of hostile Geneva, where being 
a Catholic bishop required heroism 
—the heart - melting orator who 
preached only love—the writer of one 
of the most perfect writings by 
human hand—the convert-maker (by 
the thousands), the miracle worker, 
the spiritual director—the indefatiga- 
ble visitator—the toast of kings and 
cardinals and abbots as of the poor, 
blind, ill, distressed—the saint of illus- 
trious birth, rare learning, of gentle- 
ness, charity, sublime common sense 
the Founder with St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal of one of the great Orders 
of Women, the Visitation. 

The chronicle flows smoothly and 
sweetly, bringing into its course the 
family, the friendships, the abundant 
amecdote, of this charming saint, All 
interested in the apostolate of the 
(Catholic Press, of which he is patron, 
and all who know his Introduction to 
the Devout Life or other spiritual 
works, owe it to themselves and him 
to read it. 


Behold This Heart 


Pierre Leysen 


H. J. Heagney Kenedy, $3.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Teresita, 
Academy of the Visitation, 
Dubuque. 


“The Story of Saint Margaret Mary 
Alocoque,’’ subtitle of this book, tells 
us what it really is—a story, rather 
thn a biography, of the sainted 
Visitandine as we know her from the 
work of Msgr. Bougaud and her auto- 
biography, 

To us familiar with the earlier lit- 
ature, this ‘‘story’’? moves along 
like a vista-dome Zephyr compared to 
i old-time locomotive. Precisely be- 
use of his appealing way of reveal- 
ig the extraordinary, this book will 
k enjoyed by the ordinary reader, 
tid the youthful reader, too. 

The use of facts obtained from 
Visitation records give the book a 





real Visitandine motif. Some of the 
points are overdrawn but they tend 
to make the reading more interesting 
for the general public. Those who 
know the spirit of St. Francis de 
Sales, founder of the Order, will 
question the statement on page 347 
that after her death a crown of 
thorns was found on the head of St. 
Margaret Mary. Such severe bodily 
austerities are entirely foreign to the 
Visitation spirit. 





Dominican Life 
F. D. Joret, O.P. (tr. anon.) 
Sands-Newman, $3.00 
Comprehensive commentary on the 
Rule of the Third Order of Penance 
(tertiaries) of St. Dominic, which has 
been accounted the most satisfactory 
non-technical characterization of Do- 
minican spirituality since St. Thomas 
Aquinas set down his celebrated de- 
scription of its functioning: contem- 
plare et contemplata aliis tradere (to 
contemplate and to give over to oth- 
ers the fruits of one’s contempla- 
tion). 

For, as the author observes, ‘‘It is 
not so much the Third Order which 
has to be explained . . . It is the First 
Order, it is St. Dominic, his example, 
his life, his acts, his spirit . . .”? And 
it is all this that the author does ex- 
plain in lucid, logical, exhilarating 
prose—the Order’s character, history, 
devotions, choral duties, way of 
prayer, austerities, its contemplative- 
active apostolate. As such it is of 
first importance to the tertiary, but 
it should also be very helpful to all 
concerned with the study of the 
great spiritual forces of the Church. 
The chapter on the Little Office is 
just about the best thing on the sub- 
ject. 





Letters to a Nun 
Daniel A. Lord, S.J. QW, $3.50 


Father Lord’s long and tireless public life 
has resulted in among other things an en- 
viable capacity for learning about people 
inside and out—and among people bobby- 
soxers, especially—and Sisters. Out of this 
storehouse of understanding comes Letters 
to a Nun, in which he discusses in informal 
and often uncannily knowing fashion the 
many and perplexing angles to convent life. 
Though designed for very new nuns, more 
than likely there will be more than one 
veteran having a chuckle (and getting some 
benefit) out of this pleasant and practical 
document. 
A—F 
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Sczentific Study 


The Bible and Early Man 
Humphrey J. T. Johnson 
MeMullen, $2.35 
Reviewed by Richard T. Murphy, 
O.P., 8.T.D., SS. Prolyta; author 
‘*Pere Lagrange and the Scrip- 
tures.”’ 


The author, an English priest, sets 
out to re-evaluate the story of Genesis 
in the light of modern research. His 
book therefore deals briefly with 
problems which have traditionally 
been treated with the utmost delicacy. 
Appreciating the solicitude which 
prompted earlier Catholic scholars to 
avoid seandalizing the little ones, he 
feels that the time has come to put an 
end to the scandalum eruditorum by 
accepting what can be accepted from 
modern scientific investigation. 


With this in mind the author re-ex- 
amines the decrees of the Biblical 
Commission a propos moderate evolu- 
tion, the Fall of man with the serpent 
acting as tempter, the unity of the 
human race, the existence of docu- 
ments in the books of Moses, the pos- 
sibility of a kind of allegorized his- 
tory, and the story of the Deluge. 
The author will certainly be criticized 
for his opinion that the patriarchs are 
personifications of tribes and families 
or groups, and for his conclusion that 
their longevity may be explained on 
the supposition that they are compo- 
site figures, one personal name cover- 
ing several generations. 

Much thought lies behind this book. 
It should be read with all the caution 
and reserve which important and com- 
plex problems command. 





Dear Bishop 


Catherine de Hueck S & W, $1.75 


Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . the Leon 

Bloy of our own country and times... an- 

other thrust of her fine and terrible power 

. - . explosive with the cries of the hungry, 

the sick, the exploited—with echoes of their 

hatred and their thirst for blood. . .’’ 
A—REC—REV (p. 190) 


The Eternal Quest 
William R. O’Connor LG, $4.00 


America: ‘‘The problem is the apparent 
contradiction in the works of St. Thomas 
between those texts which affirm a natural 
desire to see God, and those which deny 
ee 

*‘ After a brief treatise on the Aristotelian 
background of St. Thomas . . . the author 
proceeds to elaborate the thought of St. 


Thomas himself . . . a well-documented, care- 
ful exegesis of texts... .’’ 
A—MSO—WR 
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The Librarian’s Opportuntttes 


Since the following article was originally published in The Catholic Library 
World (Nov., 1945), many of the conditions mentioned have become progres- 
sively worse, as I anticipated. I dislike to think that the article was a con- 
tributory cause. I do not believe it was the cause. I think the reason is that the 
wrong leadership is still being followed—and that the reason it is being followed 
is that not enough people have as yet begun to think; and, because they don’t 
think, they don’t realize it is the wrong leadership. 

Present inflationary tendencies have served to intensify the economic features 
of the problem. If the present rate of inflation continues, the percentage of 
better-than-average books sold will continue to decrease. Quantity will govern 
even more forcefully. Quantity already determines the discounts and those who 
buy on a price basis buy Quantity, not Quality. Quantity will dictate the quality 
of reviews, and of book-list recommendations; and will increase the temptation 
of individuals who for money or prestige lend their names and official positions 


to commercial promotions. 


We are, consequently, reprinting this article in the belief that it may reach 
10 to 15 times more readers than the original, and also to answer an increasing 


number of reader inquiries. 


How Librarians Can Help to Increase 


Catholic Reading 


By Joun C. Tuuty, Editor, Books on Trial 


Following the Spring meeting of 
the Illinois Unit of the Catholie Li- 
brary Association, there was consid- 
erable discussion of certain views I 
had presented to that meeting, on 
the commercial aspects of the book 
business. The invitation to write this 
comment for The Catholic Inbrary 
World resulted from those discus- 
sions. I am told that some of my 
statements were surprising to many 
members, and the discussion which 
followed justifies the belief that nu- 
merous others may be interested. 


I said that in my opinion it would 
require a semester course to do jus- 
tice to the subject, and suggested 
that schools of library science con- 
sider developing such a course(1). 
I also urged that sufficient time be 
allotted at future Association meet- 
ings to discuss the advantages that 
should accrue if prevailing business 
policies and practices were better 
understood by those who are con- 
cerned with or exercise control over 
book selection and purchases. 


In presenting the views which fol- 
low, I am making several assump- 
tions. If you do not accept these as- 
sumptions, then I would not expect 
you to agree with my conclusions. In 
fact, there will be in such case little 
of importance in what I say. 

The first assumption is that as 
members of the Catholic Library As- 
sociation, you agree that there is a 


great need for more reading. Second, 
that you feel an interest in extend- 
ing your influence beyond your own 
institutions, or libraries. Third, that 
your primary interest is in an im- 
provement in the quality of books. 


THE LIBRARIAN’S OPPORTUNITY 


I am not concerned here with the 
technical aspects of librarianship, but 
with the potentialities that exist for 
making the Association a _ greater 
force for good in a world woefully in 
need of improved leadership—a 
world outside your own doors, it is 
true, but a world on which you nev- 
ertheless depend. If you believe it is 
possible to exert such influence, then 
the question of how it may be done 
must be worth considering. 


The only purpose of these com- 
ments is to suggest a line of thought 
which does not appear to have re- 
ceived the amount of study it would 
seem to deserve. The fact that in 
some quarters these ideas may not 
be very popular should not ban their 
discussion. 


LESSONS FROM EXPERIENCE 


America is a land of mass produc- 
tion, and mass distribution. There is 
no hamlet without its service station, 
or supply of candy bars and nail 
polish. But there are 40,000,000 peo- 
ple without library service. Why? 
One reason is that, in thousands of 
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hamlets, towns, and cities, no one js 
busy selling books—as others arg 
busy selling other goods or services, 
The reasons why they are not busy 
selling books are economic. Conse. 
quently these economic reasons are 
important. The economic field is not 
the highest in the order of dignity, 
but in the world in which we live it 
is truly basic to all the others, and, 
therefore, cannot be ignored, 

The reason why there are no deal. 
ers selling Catholic books in hundreds 
of our cities and thousands of our 
towns is simply because they can’t 
make a living wage doing so. And 
the reason they can’t earn their rent 
and other expenses is a lack of uw. 
derstanding of the factors involved, 
and a lack of cooperation on the part 
of the publishers, whose books these 
non-existent dealers should be selling, 

There are some who will say that 
the above statement is controversial, 
but it is not. It is a plain statement 
of fact, and I have never met any 
publisher who does not so agree. 

Why, then, do publishers follow 
the practice of selling ‘‘direct’’ to 
anyone and everyone, instead of co- 
operating with and developing and 
supporting dealers ‘‘as is done in 
every other line’’ of business of 
which you or I can think, where 
wide distribution has been achieved? 

As nearly as I can discover, these 
are the main reasons: 

1. Selling direct to anyone and 
everyone is the easy way—one might 
almost say, the lazy way; 

2. It’s the way things have been 
done in the past; 

3. There is a mistaken idea on the 
part of many publishers that it is the 
way to bigger profits; 

4. There is a similar mistaken idea 
on the part of many buyers that they 
get lower prices; 

5. There are too many places where 
there are no dealers in Catholie 
books. 


OPINIONS OF WALTER ROMIG AND 
FRANK BRUCE 


It should be noted that these are 
general statements, each of which 
would justify a week’s profitable 
study and discussion. Right now, 
however, we are most interested m 
the present situation, which is not 
good, but which does show hope of 
improvement. Since probably 
members of the Association are read- 
ers of Books on Trial, it would be 
wasting space to repeat the comments 
of Walter Romig in the May issue 
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(1945), in an article titled ‘‘This 
%-Called Catholic Book Business,’’ 
or the enlightening two-page reply of 


‘Hfrank Bruce, publisher, in the Sep- 


mber issue. No librarian with any 
interest at all in the spread of Cath- 
jie literature can afford to miss 
these articles, 

Walter Romig, publisher of The 
Guide to Catholic Literature. The 
(atholic Who’s Who, and _ other 
hooks, has been a librarian, reviewer, 
ditor, publisher, and bookseller for 
twenty years. Some of his statements 
ome as a shock. The distribution of 
ur literature, he says, 


‘ig so antiquated, so short- 
sighted, and so shot through with 
greed that we are often more of an 
impediment than an aid to Catholic 
thought”’ ; 
and, although our great need is to 
establish more and better Catholic 
bookstores, Mr. Romig says that he 
ould not, after twenty years’ ex- 
perience, 

‘‘in conscience counsel a person 
to undertake such a project.’’ 

How can anyone who is at all inter- 
ested in Catholic books fail to be in- 
terested in the reasons for such con- 
ditions ? 

Frank Bruce is our most alert, ag- 
gressive, and progressive Catholic 
publisher. In his reply to Mr. Ro- 
mig’s article, Mr. Bruce says that 
“unless our thinking American peo- 
ple become interested in books, we 
can never expect that there will even 
be a so-called Catholic book busi- 
ness’’; and that 

‘you are absolutely right that 

“the book dealer’’ should service 
the needs of the schools and colleges 
on library books, on all supplemen- 
tary reading, and especially on all 
varieties of trade books, which Re- 
lgious should buy through regular 
trade channels... .’’ 
_Mr. Bruce speaks of securing the 
interest, of ‘‘thinking people.’’ That’s 
why I am addressing you. I believe 
that if you will think about these 
matters, conditions can be improved, 
and that you and your communities 
will profit in the way of increased 
reading, better quality books, and re- 
dueed costs. 


THE DEALER’s CONTRIBUTION 


Industry in general has learned 
through decades past that dealer dis- 
tribution is the most economical ; and 
when I refer to book dealers I refer 
only to those who stock, display, and 
advertise books locally, as contrasted 
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WHAT IS SOCIAL 
JUSTICE? 


- + « most people think of social justice 
as being confined to the field of indus- 
trial relations. I do not know of any of- 
ficial definition for social justice, but I 
think it can be defined as: The respon- 
sibility of every individual to each and 
every member of soceity; to the various 
groups, units, and divisions of society: 
and to society as a whole. ... 


—Rev. G. Stuart Hogan in 
“Our Sunday Visitor.” 





with Mr. Romig’s ‘‘pirate,’’ who 
picks off dealer-created customers and 
readers by methods for which the 
legitimate, constructive dealer, and 
you, as the ultimate ‘‘consumer,’’ in 
the long run must pay; or Mr. 
Bruce’s ‘‘pirate,’’ who ‘‘deliberately 
sends out a catalog with cut-prices 
on all books to create the impression 
that he operates a great economy in- 
stitution. ’’ 


From these comments you may 
conclude that my interest is confined 
to the dealer. I am interested in the 
legitimate dealer only as a means to 
a possible end. 


I am convinced that Catholic 
book distribution will never be in- 
creased reasonably until there is 
such change in methods and policies 
as will channel the purchases of 
books through those who are work- 
ing for and paying the cost of creat- 
ing and encouraging new readers, co- 
operating with local libraries, for- 
ums, discussion clubs, and book- 
week or other display projects. 

As I said earlier, this is something 
outside the institutional librarian’s 
regular job. But it is something that 
every librarian should understand, 
since every librarian has an opportu- 
nity to make invaluable contributions 
to the community in the way of ad- 
vice, guidance, and leadership. 


A Tragic SITUATION 


It is particularly important that 
those dealing in Catholic books be in- 
formed. A leading publisher says 
that 80 to 90%(2) of Catholie books 
are bought bf priests and sisters. 
This means that only the remaining 
10 to 20% can be sold at the full, 
regular price(2). Walter Romig’s 
article shows why it is impossible for 
dealers to exist on Catholic books 
alone—from which it follows that 
those who wish to have dealers con- 
tinue in business must see that it is 
necessary that dealers are given the 
business suggested by Mr. Bruce. 
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Economic Aspect of 


Peace 


More Than Conquerors: Building 
Peace on Fair Trade 

Otto Tod Mallery Harper, $3.00 

Reviewed by Dr. Ferdinand A. 

Hermens, Polstical Scientist. 
A supplement to the same author’s 
volume Economic Union and Durable 
Peace. The main thesis of both is that 
peace must be secured on the basis of 
strengthened economic ties between 
nations. Mr. Mallery’s principal hopes 
lie in combining the successful imple- 
mentation of the International Trade 
Organization with a domestic policy 
of full employment. One may ask 
whether the appeal to economic free- 
dom implied in his first point is eom- 
patible with the substantial amount of 
government intervention postulated 
by the second. Also, he does not solve 
the problems presented by the poli- 
tical difficulties standing in the way 
of economic rationality. 


Russian behavior, for example, pre- 
sents him with considerable difficul- 
ties, and although he does consider 
this subject at some length, no clear 
answer emerges. On the other han”, 
in his brief references to Germany 
seems to accept recent policies, nu 
matter how strongly they run counter 
to his own principles. The plans of 
John Foster Dulles are discussed fa- 
vorably without a critical analysis of 
what they mean from the economic 
point of view. 


Mr. Mallery argues, however, most 
persuasively against certain protec- 
tionist errors; his chapter, ‘‘ Imports 
Increase the Wealth of Nations,’’ is a 
classic in its popularization of what 
economic theory has to say on the 
matter. Considered as a whole, the 
book attempts too much. That eco- 
nomic factors make for peace is well 
demonstrated, but that political fac- 
tors breed friction all around is not 
sufficiently realized. 





From my studies of the larger 
accounts of The Thomas More Book 
Shop, I have found that where ‘‘only 
Catholic books’’ were purchased, it 
was necessary to reduce the ‘‘aver- 
age’’ discount given by 25%. 

This, of course, is because the dealer 
cannot secure from numerous pub- 
lishers a sufficient discount to cover 
even his overhead expenses. The rea- 
sons for this would require another 
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article to explain. They vary all the 
way from plain incompetence to a 
complete refusal to give any consid- 
eration to the ‘‘commercial side.’’ 


If, even, only the Clergy and 
Religious of the country understood 
this problem and acted upon it, I 
feel sure that Catholic reading could 
be increased by five to ten times 
within a very few years. 

Furthermore, those who buy the 
books would save money, since wast- 
age due to uneconomical methods is 
always borne by the ultimate buyer. 


Morats DIscARDED 


More important, however, than any 
of the foregoing considerations, is the 
matter of quality—which I hesitate 
to attempt to treat in the limited 
space available. As Mr. Bruce said in 
his article, ‘‘Morals have been dis- 
earded in much of our American 
selling.’’ Such being the case, we 
must face the situation as we find it. 
We must enlist whatever help is pos- 
sible to protect ourselves against 
being hoaxed, and there is no nour- 
ishment in assuming that book ad- 
vertising is less enthusiastic than 
that of cosmeties(3). 

What do we do in other lines? The 
best safeguard yet found is the re- 
liable dealer. Books are different, of 
course, from other merchandise, and 
the guarantee is not the same as that 
on fountain pens. Furthermore, you 
as a librarian may know more about 
many books than does your dealer; 
but he should know more about cer- 
tain aspects of the business than you 
have time to follow, and his reputa- 
tion is at stake. If he is painstaking 
and conscientious, he can and will 
screen out much that is undesirable 
or worthless. His experience and ef- 
forts added to your own will help to 
give credit and encouragement to de- 
serving publishers, and the publish- 
ers of mediocrity will find it harder 
to sell their goods and will be com- 
pelled to improve the quality or go 
out of business. 


FREE ENTERPRISE 


I hope that no one will conclude 
that I am presuming to tell any pub- 
lisher how he must run his business. 
A publisher has a perfect right to 
sell his product in any manner he 
may elect. 

But when the impression is 
given that books are being sold 
through dealers, dealers are entitled 
to the same cooperation on books as 
they receive on other lines—the kind 
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Miscellaneous Answers 


We identify our reviewers in order 
that our readers may know their 
standing or competence. . . We have 
nothing whatever against teen-age 
reviews, but think they should be so 
labelled. . . 

As to charging customers for State- 
ments of Account? .. . Too extreme 
... wouldn’t work. . . Most customers 
pay without bothering to wait for 
statements, . . More later. . . 

Regarding Fair Trade Practice 
Act’s prohibiting discounts to individ- 
uals... That’s the law. . . We’ll have 
an article soon. . 

How many book clubs are there? 
... We don’t know. . . Hundreds, at 
least. . . 

As to publishing your own book? 
... If it’s good, don’t do it (you prob- 
ably won’t have to). . . Give it to a 
publisher who has the machinery for 
distribution. . . 

How about Mr. Sylvester and The 
Atlantic Monthly?. . . Not too impor-- 
tant. .. Maybe something next month 
...1f there’s space... 

From the Chicago Tribune: 

Wilhelmina took one look— 

Said, ‘‘I do not like this book,’’ 

‘*Unintelligent reviewer !’’ 

Screamed the author as he slew 
her. 

How many good writers are there 
in the U.S. A.? . . . Approximately 
139,000,000 . . . who, at least, think 
they are... 





of cooperation which keeps dealers 
alive, and from which policy, if fol- 
lowed in the Catholic field, great 
benefits would accrue. 


THE CopyrRiGHT MONOPOLY 


The question naturally arises as to 
why, if dealers do not receive coop- 
eration, they continue to handle the 
books of short-sighted and inecompe- 
tent publishers. There are _ several 
points that are generally overlooked. 
One is that book dealers are not free 
to choose the lines they may wish to 
handle. A publisher’s service may be 
bad, his policies may be bad, and his 
discounts may be such that no dealer 
ean handle his books without suffer- 
ing continual losses, but there is only 
one book of a given title, and only 
one publisher from whom the dealer 
ean buy that book; and the dealer is 
forced to choose between suffering a 
loss or failing to serve his customers. 
He can seldom offer a substitute, as 
in other lines, even though it may be 
as good, or better. 
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The same principle applies in ap. 
other way. Many publishers on get. 
ting out a new book immediately cir. 
cularize the field, thereby picking up 
the orders of all who are ready to 
buy, or know what they want. 

There is then left to the dealer 
only the stragglers, or those who 
don’t know, and the cost of serving 
such customers is proportionately 
much higher. 

BOOKSTORES ARE SERVICE STATIONS 


A further cause of dealer-mortality 
is this: Stores in other lines carry 
only certain items of stock. They 
don’t sell anything else. But a book 
dealer has calls for books that may be 
out of stock at the publisher’s, or out 
of print for five, ten, or twenty years, 
He must spend a great deal of time 
keeping informed, or searching for in- 
formation, and the margin of profit 
on a single copy is seldom equal to 
the cost of procuring it, even if it 
ean be procured. 

In other words, a book dealer 
is compelled to furnish a much 
greater proportion of unrecompensed 
service than prevails in other lines— 
and if he can’t average up his losses 
through the sale of regular trade 
books, he has to quit or go bank. 
rupt. 

The foregoing observations may 
seem entirely inappropriate for a li- 
brary journal. I think they are in- 
portant, however, because I believe 
that librarians have within their 
power a great opportunity to increase 
Catholic reading through supporting 
dealers who are doing constructive 
work. Until such time as dealers can 
make a living wage selling Catholic 
books, we will never see any great in- 
crease in Catholic reading, nor will 
we see the better books or the lower 
prices that could follow in the wake 
of increased production. On the other 
hand, more good dealers will mean 
more sales. More sales will bring 
lower prices. And lower prices will 
bring more books to those who need 


the message of Catholic literature. 
(1) Having since had two further years’ 
of experience, I now say two semesters. 
(2) A survey reported in America (Av 
gust, 1947), led Father Gardiner to the cot 
clusion that among those reporting, this 
percentage may be in the neighborhood of 
50 per cent. (Incidentally, of those answer 
ing the questionnaire used, 46 per cent 
placed Books on Trial in first place as theif 
guide in selecting books.) 
(3) In fact, the likelihood of being fooled 
is greater, for the reason that many of ow 
Catholic periodicals do not have alert li- 
erary editors, and, consequently, items are 
published as news instead of being recog 
nized and discarded as sales hoaxes. | 
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NEW FICTION 
With Compassion and Charity 


Cry, the Beloved Country 
Alan Paton Scribner, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Nelson W. 
Logal. 


This tragic, beautifully written story 
throws the searchlight of understand- 
ing on the racial question in South 
Africa, and in so doing, it lights up 
the core of the problem everywhere. 
If all novels of social protest were 
written in a like vein of intelligent 
compassion and charity, our social 
literature would have a greater heal- 
ing force. Paton sees fear as the 
black, generating force of the conflict, 
and a lust for power over other men 
as the seed of corruption. He knows 
of only one adequate answer to the 
hatreds that divide men into narrow, 
intolerant, raging groups. It is love, 
and it is gestating in the hearts of 
percipient individuals. 


Paton’s novel is not marred with 
rage. It is above anger. It never de- 
generates into caricature. At the same 
time, it does not fear to look at the 
sores on the searred face of society, 
nor at the malignant evils in the 
hearts of men. It is honest, mature, 
balanced, and true. 


The author writes in a tragic key. 
The rich tones of biblical narrative 
appear from time to time. When he 
turns to the physical face of his be- 
loved country, his prose takes on a 
lyrical quality very close to poetry. 
His swift switches in narrative tenses 
add a dramatic intensity to key 
scenes. His dialogue is natural and 
powerful, well proportioned to the 
emotional demands of the moment. 
The chapters serving in the capacity 
of a Greek chorus do not interrupt 
the flow of story, for they are integ- 
rated into the narrative. At one time 
they are used to photograph the 
countryside, at another time to give 
the flavor of the human ferment in 
Johannesburg, and yet again, to 
deepen the theme. A sureness of se- 
lection and an unfailing taste are 
everywhere apparent in this story 
that is so rich in human nature. 


The omission of quotation marks, 
even in dialogue interspersed. with 
harrative, is annoying. The dash may 
have proven easier for the hurried 
typists mentioned in the Foreword, 
but it adds nothing to the enjoyment 


of readers who are old fashioned 
enough to cling to the amenities of 
punctuation. 

This is one of the finer novels of 
the day. The Zulu Pastor’s fruitless 
journey to Johannesburg in search of 
his sister, son, and neighbor’s girl 
ends in sad failure, but out of his 
suffering and the sufferings of Jarvis, 
his white neighbor, a new day is born 
for the black people in the valley of 
Ixopo. 





“Bloody” Mary’s 
Romance 


The Strong Room 


Jere H. Wheelwright, Jr. Scribner, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rosemary McCor- 
mick, Toronto critic. 


In this first novel the events sur- 
rounding Mary Tudor’s decision to 
marry Philip of Spain in preference 
to Courtenay, Earl of Devon, form 
the core around which author Wheel- 
wright coils a tale of 16th C. derring- 
do. 

Intensive research has gone before 
the lengthy, detailed pageantry of 
bae’ zround, and wit and humour add 
spice to the concoction of smooth, ex- 
pressive dialogue. The summary of 
protagonists preceding the first chap- 
ter lends an immediate sense of drama 
to be reinforced by subsequent action 
that recalls heroics a la Fairbanks for 
precisely such shadowed passages, 
swashbuckling gentlemen, flashing 
swordplay, severed heads, smugglers’ 
hideouts and rescuers in disguise as 
have made that name famous, 

Unfortunately, the author has side- 
stepped main issues or, like hero John 
who broadmindedly straddled the 
fence while leaning heavily towards 
the path of least resistence, has 
chosen to promote the version of his- 
tory handed down since Cecil’s day. 
‘‘Indignatio principis mors est’’ 
quotes Mr. Wheelwright of Norfolk 
to St. Thomas More, but no distinc- 
tion is drawn between the offence of 
the martyr and the trespasses of such 
as Wyatt or Northwmberland—which 
is to say that all were equally guilty, 
or not guilty. 

Physically, Mary Tudor and other 
prominent figures are faithfully de- 
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seribed. Motives, however, are clearly 
not understood and, when the inevi- 
table balance is struck, Catholicism 
becomes a narrow, dominant thing 
willing evil, as when Spanish Ambas- 
sador Renard stands beneath a ‘‘eun- 
ningly ecarved’’ Crucifix to tempt John 
against his enemy-cousin Courtenay. 
The idea that Protestantism had be- 
come anything like as settled and ae- 
cepted an opinion as the reader must 
assume to have been the ease, is to 
suppose that Cecil’s work had already 
been accomplished. 


The Strong Room quite subtly in- 
fers that ‘‘bloody’’ Mary enjoyed 
only the enforced loyalty of that im- 
portant majority in the realms, the 
common people, and implies that as 
a Catholic her position was that of 
dictatorial usurper. By and large the 
book is free of objectional sensation- 
alism and it is a pity, therefore, that 
such a mildly intriguing adventure 
should be confined to readers already 
fully acquainted with Eng'ish history 
and not dependent on fiction for the 
presentation of fact. 





SOCIALLY SIGNIFICANT? 
Eagle at My Eyes 


Norman Katkov Doubleday, $2.75 


Proclaimed by publisher as a signifi- 
eant racial-novel — but don’t be 
fooled: it has a racial feature, nar- 
rator being a Jewish newsman mar- 
ried to a Gentile debutante, his folks 
despise the ‘‘goy’’ as hers the Jews, 
but that situation is only a pretext 
for as solemnly animalistic ravings 
about ‘‘love’’ as we have lately en- 
dured, 

If the characters themselves had 
any moral purpose or were other 
than wholly non-volitional, self-seek- 
ing and hedonistic, the issue might 
have emerged with some dignity or 
seriousness, but as it is, everything 
blurs out in the reader’s mind, except 
the high incidence of obscenities of 
speech and situation. Reader will 
want to remember particularly the 
touching scene wherein hero gets 
contraceptive pills from the Creigh- 
ton-trained doctor simply because 
they do not want any babies. There 
is good local (St. Paul) color, and 
presumably aceurate if not too sym- 
pathetic drawing of first-generation 
Russian Jewish family life. Mr. Kat- 
kov’s Gentiles are less successful, 
since he hates them all—except Mary. 
Not recommended. 
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A Theology of Science? 


Years of the Pilgrimage 
Kenneth Davis Doubleday, $3.00 
Reviewed by Olga M. Peterson, 
librarian of new University of St. 
Thomas conducted by the Basil- 
ian Fathers in Houston, Texas. 


In this novel the author describes 
with talent the degeneration of a sad- 
ist whose half-baked philosophy of 
life, based on the ‘‘strife principle,’’ 
provides the major theme of the book. 
Some passages of this turgid novel 
are brutally shocking, occasionally to 
the reader’s religious sensibilities, 
generally to his feelings for human- 
ity. 

Harcourt Stevens is a wealthy Kan- 
san who began seeing himself as the 
God-man when he read Heraclitus, 
Nietzsche and Bergson at Harvard. 
His absorption in dark musings drove 
his wife to infidelity. An automobile 
accident which caused her death and 
that of her current lover sent him 
back to his Kansas town with his six- 
year-old daughter. As his daughter 
grows, she assumes for him a three- 
fold importance: as the focus of his 
abnormal affection, the reincarnation 
of his erring wife, and the vessel for 
his philosophic doctrines. Stevens’ in- 
fluence spreads to others in his town, 
causing tragedy and unhappiness. 

The book is often wordy and slow- 
moving. The long philosophic pas- 
sages are pretentious. But the author 
writes with a purpose, to show Har- 
court Stevens as: ‘‘one symptom of a 
spreading disease . . . what Stevens 
had done was to extend a private 
neurosis to the universe at large—but 
since so many others were doing the 
same thing, the universe had actually 
become neurotic.’’ The book would 
have been more successful if this 
prototype for modern man had been 
endowed with a less sensational array 
of neuroses. 


From the Catholic point of view, 
the counter-Stevens philosophy pre- 
sented in the concluding chapter is 
equally unacceptable. ‘‘The truly har- 
monious, purposive man . . . does not 
claim that human reason is an in- 
fallible guide, but he submits that it 
is the best guide men have .. . it is 
only through the logical, scientific in- 
telligence that the universe reveals 
its secrets; it is only through the op- 
erations of this intelligence that 
genuine living values can be discov- 
ered.”’ 


LITERARY GUILD 


Nothing So Strange 


James Hilton LB, $2.75 


Reviewed by Abigail Quigley 
McCarthy. 


This book will make a movie. It’s a 
natural for that. There is just the 
right combination of involved love 
story mixed with the stupefying 
events of recent history and a well- 
seasoned sensationalism. This compli- 
cated business takes place against a 
background of international London 
and New York society, Viennese sci- 
entific circles at the time of the 
Anschlusz, and American atomic re- 
search. 


In characterization as in plot the 
book has its difficulties. It is hard to 
believe that the first person narrator 
is really the daughter of a great 
financier. It is impossible to believe 
in the early writing success with 
which Mr. Hilton has her credit her- 
self. It takes constant straining to re- 
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member that she is a girl. She doesn 
talk or think like one. 

This is all too bad, since the central 
plot is absorbing and implies a ¢op. 
flict of emotions and motives worthy 
of Graham Greene’s pen. It concerns 
the problem a scientist, who truly be. 
lieves that science is above personal 
and national interests, faces when he 
comes into touch with personal 
treachery on the part of his research 
superior and with the use made of 
science by national interests in World 
War IT. ‘‘The personal melodrama of 
danger and rescue, the larger battle. 
ground of nationalism and conquest, 
and above them both, dim save toa 
few, the icy eternal truths expressible 
only in symbols such as the square 
root of minus one.’”’.. . 


The implication seems to be that 
scientists should be the masters of 
men rather than their servants. It 
would certainly be a dangerous thesis 
were it not for the fact that Mr. Hil- 
ton also indicates that things aren't 
quite that absolute by the use he 
makes of the psalm, ‘‘Teach me, 0 
Lord, the way of thy statutes.”’ In 
the end nothing is very clear. 


Animal Tales from India 


On the first day of 1948 we met the present reviewer, a native Indian girl— 
in fact we held each other up in a Lake Michigan sleet-storm of hurricane 
ferocity all the way across Chicago Avenue. Even under these circumstances, 
our encounter was one of the nicest experiences of BOT’s life. Miss Ribeiro is 
a sociology major at Regis College. Her part of India—Goa—has been Catholic 
since the 15th C., when Portuguese missionaries converted her people. Hence 
the Portuguese patronymic—the missioners baptized their language, too! 


The Peacock Country 
P. Alston Waring Day, $2.75 


Reviewed by Leonor Rangel- 
Ribeiro, Regis College. 


I am usually reluctant about reading 
books on India written by foreign- 
ers. ... Presented with a copy of The 
Peacock Country, I opened it suspi- 
ciously, read the first page—and con- 
tinued reading right through to the 
very end! 


Mr. Waring writes with a rare un- 
derstanding, and his style reflects the 
quiet dignity and charm of the Indian 
peasant. 

How much of it is fact and how 
much fancy? Why speculate? After 
all, it is a requirement for good fiction 
writing to be able to make improb- 
ability seem probable. Mr. Waring 
certainly does that. 


I hope some day he will write, just 
as delightfully, about the great cities 


of India. For the only defect of The 
Peacock Country is that it will con- 
firm the opinion of those Americans 
(and there are, alas, far too many of 
them) who think India is a _ vast 
jungle-land, with tigers prowling even 
in the city streets; whereas if the 
truth be known, wild animals are 
found only in certain sections and 
there are countless villages where the 
children’s only contact with tigers 
and panthers is through ‘‘grand- 
mother’s tale’’. The only time I saw 
a tiger in India was when he growled 
at me from behind the bars—in the 
z00 ! 

But Mr. Waring is right when he 
says we love animals. Our fairy tales 
are full of them. 


Vera Bock’s illustrations are truly 
delightful, not merely for their artistie 
value, but because they help to create 
just the right atmosphere for th 
stories. ‘ 


Marc 
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A New Assortment 
of Irish-Americans 


The Hour of Spring 


Mary Deasy L B, $3.00 


Reviewed by Mary L. Dunn. 


As Bride Joyce awaited the birth of 
her child, she thought a great deal of 
her ancestors and wished she could 
take her baby across the sea and 
show him ‘‘the thick-walled cottages 
of Kerry with their honey-colored 
thatch.’’ She ‘‘would stand on the 
high hills and show him his past that 
will run in his veins to his own hun- 
ger and bewilderment and rich joy, 
the past that will give the form to his 
body and the color to his mind, bend- 
ing his life to its pattern even before 
his birth.”’ 


Although she had been ‘‘ protected’’ 
from her Irish relatives by her so- 
cially conscious mother, Bride cher- 
ished all she had been told about 
them. She thought often of her aunts 
Kate and Marsh, and she sometimes 
envied and sometimes pitied her 
aunt Maggie, who ‘‘had gone off 
wandering the cities of the world in 
her happiness and her hope, and had 
lost them both, and come back to find 
them where they had always been’’— 
but when she no longer had any right 
to them. 


There are many men in the story 
too: Bride’s grandfather, Timothy 
Joyee, who came to the U.S.A. from 
Ireland in 1870 and settled in a mid- 
western city; Christy Fogarty, whose 
devotion to Maggie endured through 
all her difficulties; Emmet Walsh, the 
spineless actor; Bat Killian, the wild 
Irishman who was Kate’s first hus- 
band; Staffy Brady, who gave Bride 
most of the information she had 
about her father’s family. 


The crises in the Joyce family, 
their joys and their sorrows, are re- 
told slowly, sympathetically, in a soft, 
melodious prose touched with poetic 
Trish idiom. Unfortunately, the 
beauty is sometimes marred by blas- 
phemy. 

Miss Deasy had won distinction as 
a writer of short stories; she may 
win equal distinction as a novelist, 
but probably not with this novel; the 
structure is faulty, the long-drawn- 
out narration detracts from the in- 
herent drama of many of the inci- 
dents recalled, and the sudden change 
of narrator from one chapter to an- 
other and back again is distracting. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 
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“Oppression of a Majority” 


Wetback 

Claud Garner C-McO, $2.75 

Reviewed by Carl and Terry 

Fischer, two South Texans who 

know. 

Somewhat in the manner and mood 
of a primitive painter, Claud Garner 
presents a study of a localized but 
none-the-less generally interesting 
problem: the plight of the Mexican 
laborer who has entered the United 
States illegally to work in the Rio 
Grande Valley of Texas. Such aliens 
are called ‘‘wetbacks’’ because their 
mode of entry involves ‘‘swimming”’ 
the Rio Grande. The book cannot be 
said to present a phase of The Minor- 
ity Problem, since Spanish-speaking 
people on the Texas border outnum- 
ber those who speak English; hence, 
one finds, in a sense, the oppression 
of a majority! 

Although considered as a vehicle to 
display the abuse and exploitation of 
the alien worker, Wetback sags struc- 
turally here and there; in its popular 
form, it sueceeds in bringing light to 
the understanding of a basic aspect of 
human relationships in contemporary 
United States far more effectively 
that the social service workers’ volu- 
minous case reports on the same sub- 
ject. 

Clearly Mr. Garner knows whereof 
he writes. He reveals an apprecia- 
tion—rare among South Texans—of 
the heritage and traditions of Old 
Mexico and why a Mexican is what he 
is. Unfortunately the exigencies of the 
narrative occasionally cloud the au- 
thor’s insight, the accuracy in report- 
ing the abuses of alien labor, and the 
authenticity of the background are 
substantially diminished by the selec- 
tion of a non-typical wetback as the 
protagonist of the novel. Dionisio, 
with his excellent physique, sensitive 
piety, mental alertness, zeal for learn- 
ing, patience and fortitude, is hardly 
a typical human being—surely not an 
average wetback. Perhaps ‘‘Super 
Wetback’’ is what Mr. Garner had in 
mind, for the wetback known to Bor- 
derland is a ‘‘least little one.’’ 





... ancestral pride is built largely on 
the virtues of geometrical progression. 
If you go back far enough, you have a 
large number of ancestors, and, in a 
fecund, vigorous, not too particular so- 
ciety, at least one of them, legitimate 
or illegitimate, is pretty sure to have 
been a gentleman. ) 

—From “With Love, Peter,” 
by Christopher Hollis 


With a paragon who appears to be 
a combination of Li’l Abner, Uncle 
Tom and Horatio Algers as the lead- 
ing character, the reader is shown lit- 
tle of the real wretchedness of a wet- 
back’s existence and is forced to ac- 
cept more than a fair share of plot 
contrivances in order to see the hero 
through the many soap-opera-like 
episodes. 

Catholicism fares well in Wetback. 
The priests involved both in Mexico 
and Texas are characterized as intel- 
ligent, helpful men. Wetback Dionisio 
is a sincere, practising Catholic. And 
this is important. Even if his piety is 
too good to be true, the fact that a 
peon from ulterior Mexico is shown to 
be thoroughly nurtured in the Faith 
is splendid testimony against those 
who seek to proselytize the Mexicans 
to other forms of Christianity and 
against those who think the Church 
has failed in its mission to Mexico. 

Chambers of Commerce, on the 
other hand, may have cause for com- 
plaint since the author ‘‘deglamor- 
izes’’ the ‘‘Magie Valley’’ in disclos- 
ing its foul polities and dirty real 
estate deals. 

The glorification of Buck, the cattle 
smuggler, and several sordid sex inci- 
dents make Wetback unacceptable for 
immature readers. 





PSY CHOPATHIC 
The Queen’s Physician 
Edgar Maass Seribner, $3.00 


Reviewed by Dorothy Atkinson 
Williams. 


As long as the financial returns from 
Forever Amber continue to dazzle 
publishers, we shall probably have to 
put up with a succession of lurid his- 
torical tales based on sex perversion 
in high places. 

This psychopathic story of a half- 
mad young king, Christian VII of 
Denmark and Norway, and his un- 
happy young queen, Caroline Math- 
ilda, sister of George III, leaves 
nothing whatever to the imagination. 

For all I know, it may be historiec- 
ally accurate and a great contribution 
to literature, or what not, but must 
we dive in the deep mud for all our 
pearls nowadays? 

The basic material belongs in a doc- 
tor’s ease records. The Queen’s Phys- 
ician himself might well be left there, 
too! 


246 


Classic Theme of 
Good & Evil 


The Dark Daughters 

Rhys Davies Doubleday, $3.00 
Although unpleasant and thoroughly 
harrowing, this ‘‘novel about a mod- 
ern King Lear’’ deserves attention 
of readers who enjoy scrutinizing 
with their author the deep places of 
the human spirit, especially when that 
observation is described in good serv- 
iceable prose, with deference to the 
discipline of form, without sensation- 
alism, and the observer-author keeps 
his feet on the solid ground of moral 
law. 

Not having read the prototype for 
several years, we admit only that the 
novel has verities of its own, as faith- 
ful to moral truth as were the great 
Shakespeare’s. In spite of Welsh par- 
ticularities, the universality and pow- 
er of its impact are such that hardly 
anyone can escape without making an 
examination of conscience, for none 
of us is absolved of the choice be- 
tween good and evil which the char- 
acters of this tragedy made with such 
definitude. 

Not many are free of the tempta- 
tion to vengeance and hatred instead 
of forgiveness and love—in this in- 
stance dramatized respectively by the 
three self-righteous daughters, and 
the natural daughter, who though 
worldly and sinful herself, exempli- 
fies the only suggestion of Christlike 
charity in the book. ‘‘Personal ha- 
treds, leading to obsession and the 
need of satisfaction, inevitably cor- 
rupt the mind and bring diseases of 
the spirit’’, says the author, a mil- 
lion miles from the spirit of pagan 
psychiatry. 

This exhuming of dead souls (dead 
because consecrated to egoism, to ven- 
geance) can have other oblique mean- 
ings for the thoughtful reader, most 
vivid perhaps being a sense of stark 
desolation in the soul that knows not 
Christ—doubtless the key to Welsh 
melancholia. ‘‘Father never got the 
Old Testament out of his system’’, 
says one of his harpy daughters. And 
the author, playing the role of Alex, 
like Bloy’s Marchenoir, wonders ‘‘if 
it wasn’t a grave error to translate 
and popularize the Bible. A magnifi- 
cent book, but one to be handled with 
great care... Aren’t most human 
beings . . . unfit to read it?’’ Indeed, 
when deprived of the guidance of the 
Church, and the knowledge of fulfill- 
ment and redemption. . . 

—M. E. E.— 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The Common Chord 

Frank O’Connor Knopf, $2.75 

Reviewed by Rev. J, C. Lehane, 

C.M., ‘‘curator’’ Irish Library, 

De Paul U, 

The ‘‘eommon chord’’ of the title 
means sex. But not in the erude and 
vulgar sense that we have come to 
mean by that term in so many modern 
American stories. Mr. O’Connor is not 
obscene. Yet each story in this col- 
lection deals with some aspect of the 
sex problem, some more so than 
others. Furthermore the locale is a 
small provincial town in Ireland and 
the characters are nearly all Catho- 
lies. They inelude priests. 

Frank O’Connor, whose real name 
is Michael O’Donovan, was born in 
Cork in 1903. He is now considered 
one of the masters of the craft of the 
modern short story and one of Ire- 
land’s leading writers. Two titles 
from this collection have appeared in 
The New Yorker. All of these tales 
are well written, and as is to be 
expected, they show a deep knowl- 
edge of Irish life, a command of the 
Anglo-Irish idiom that no one but a 
native could have, and of course, a 
sense of humor. 

But there’s something else. Like so 
many talented Irish writers, Mr. 
O’Connor has an undertone of bitter- 
ness and criticism of the clergy 
which, though not too obvious, can 
hardly be missed. No Catholic re- 
viewer can recommend this book with- 
out caution, especially to younger 
readers. 
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The Irish Story-Art --- Two Versions 


Tales from Ireland 
Gerard Murphy (il. Seamus MacNeill) 

D & S, $2.50 
There are here 25 fairy and folk tales 
told in simple English that children 
can understand. They have been 
translated from the original Irish in 
which language they had been told 
to Mr. Murphy by men story tellers 
in Cork and Kerry during the past 
twenty five years. 


The fairy tales are the usual Cin. 
derella and Jack-the Giant-Killer type 
with a sometimes macabre Celtic 
strain to them. The folk tales also 
deal with magic and wonder and hid- 
den treasure secured behind doors 
locked with seven bars and seven bolts 
only to be found by clever Irishman 
like Finn Mac Cool who got second 
sight when he chewed his thumb. 
Kings, queens, princes, princesses— 
always beautiful, but usually en- 
chanted by some spell or other— 
giants, witches and cruel step moth- 
ers pass through these stories as in all 
tales of this kind. Here and there 
there is a modern touch as when the 
fairy gold is put in a bank or the 
scene is a definite modern Irish town 
such as Kinsale. 

These are the kind of tales that 
have long been told in Ireland by 
farmers as they sat round the fire at 
night and fishermen as they waited 
long hours in their boats. Mr. Mur- 
phy has done a service to folklore and 
literature by preserving these stories 
while they still live on the lips of the 
Irish people. 





FIN DE SIECLE CARTOONS 
Among the Folks in History 


Gaar Williams (foreword Delos Avery) 
R MeN, $2.00 


Pictorial reveries of a generation not 
too long since past—the generation 
that saw the first automobile, the first 
indoor bathroom, the ‘‘summer 
ear’’, . . . when mothers with a sus- 
tained but good humored exaspera- 
tion raised their large families on 
good food and the fear of the Lord, 
and fathers provided for those fam- 
ilies without any of the quiet desper- 
ation of Thurber’s males—or at least 
they didn’t recognize their libidos if 
they had them . . . when an outra- 


geous decor in homes and raiment was 
more than compensated by solid be- 
lief in industry, modesty, filial devo- 


tion, great domesticity and other dull 
virtues. 

These lovingly and _ accurately 
wrought cartoons by the late Chicago 
Tribune artist of the human comedy 
deserve well to be preserved between 
boards, They will give anyone with @ 
memory or a taste for ‘‘Brite and 
Fair’’ literature many hours of hap- 
piness. Whatever may be said for ow 
advanced degree of refinement or 
sophistication, I doubt much if any 
future Gaar Williams will want to 
memorialize ws or any posterity to 
linger smilingly over the cartoons of 
our quaintness. 





“Always anxious to help ‘Books on 


Trial’.” 
—Father Falvey, O.S.A., 
Librarian, Villanova College 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


A PAGE OF PAMPHLETS 


The Chance of a Lifetime 
Daniel A. Lord, S.J. QW, 10¢ 


Plea for new vocations to priesthood 
and religious life. 


Christ the Light Is Coming 


Benedictine Monks Conception Abbey, 25¢ 
Readings for every day of Advent, 
with texts taken from glorious Ad- 
vent liturgy of temporal cycle. 


The Church and Labor 
Louis F. Budenz OSV, 20¢ 


Four recent addresses given on the 
Catholic hour by the noted ex-Com- 
munist editor. 


Courtesy, Courtship and Marriage 
Austin J. App Author, $1.00 


Seventeen articles published by a 
seemingly rather unimaginative au- 
thor who reports his several personal 
courtships as having ‘‘flopped.’’ Six- 
teen of the articles were previously 
published in magazines such as The 
Victorian, Queen’s Work, or Catho- 
lic Home Journal. 

Somewhat remindful of a mixture 
of Dale Carnegie and Dorothy Dix, 
but with a Catholie tinge, the view- 
point in numerous instances seems 
rather immature and superficial, in 
others subject to question, and the 
personal element is over-emphasized. 


Facts in Black and White 
Friendship House, 10¢ 


Answers just about every question 
you have raised or heard raised about 
Negroes and anti-Negro prejudice. 
Clear, straight-forward, reasonable 
replies, with reading list and recom- 
mendations for action now. 


The Family, Church 


and Environment 
Msgr. L. G. Ligutti § A. J. Adams, S.J. 
Cath. Rural Life, $1.00 


Dominicana: ‘‘. . . ean remake the 

face of America. . . a study-diseussion 

outline . . . for seminarians, teaching 

Sisters, priests, and lay leaders. 

Every conceivable phase of rural life 

is treated and references are cited 
9? 


The Family in Christ 
ed. Liturgical Conf. 

Dominicana: ‘‘.. . published record 
of talks given during the 1946 Litur- 
gical Week . . . discussed . . . the dis- 
integration of the family . . . the vari- 
ous papers combine to give the reader 
a feeling of being in the presence of 
... Courageous common sense. . .”’ 


Followers of Christ, Unite 
Dom Alphege Sherbeare Paternoster, 10c 


For re-unification of Christianity. 


Fool’s Game: Is Hell Worth It? 
James H. McCown, S.J. QW, 10¢e 


Frightening & effectual talk of mor- 
tal sin. 


Glories of Divine Grace—I & II 
M. J. Scheeben Grail, 25¢ ea. 
(tr. Patrick Shaughnessy, O.8.B.) 


Excellent treatise in itself, and as in- 
troduction to thought of the great 
German theologian. 


The Heart of the Tabernacle 
Francis P. Donnelly, S.J. Sentinel, 50¢ 


Affective colloquial prayers. 
Imitate Your Blessed Mother 

Peter A. Resch, S.M. Grail, 25¢ 
Brief meditations, counsels, prayers 
urging devotion to Mary & emulation 
of her virtues. 


Let’s Really Pray the Rosary 
Richard L. Rooney, S.J. QW, 5e 


Very simple & readable meditations, 
pictures, vignettes. 
The Mass Year: 1948 

Monks of St. Meinrad’s Grail, 30¢ 
‘‘A Daily’ Mass Guide for 1948,”’ 
with ‘‘liturgical Reflections on Some 
of the Epistles’’ (‘‘Postscripts to the 
Epistles’’) ‘by Placidus Kempf, 0O.S. 
B., & decorations by J. W. Krupa. 


‘‘He Switched to Calvary’’ 
Matt Talbot, Alcoholic 
Albert H. Dolan, O. Carm. 
Carmelite Press, 50¢ & $1.00 
Ed Willock in Integrity: ‘‘. . . a brief 
sketch of his simple and beautiful 
life . . . not so much an example of 
what a man can do if he tries, as it 
is an example of what God can do if 
we let Him. . . Talbot can teach by 
his example and intercede by his 
merits for all those who know they 
are incapable of avoiding drink .. . 
the logical patron for Alcoholics 
Anonymous. . . He switched to Cal- 
vary because Calvary is lighter. . .’’ 


Men Without the Rights of Man 
Committee Against Mass Expulsions 
Committee Hdq. 
‘‘A Report on the Expulsion and Ex- 
termination of German speaking Min- 
ority Groups in the Balkans and pre- 
war Poland,’’ with a Preface signed 
by such serious and well-informed 
leaders as John LaFarge, S.J., editor 
of America, William Henry Chamber- 
lain, Louis Lochner and Norman 
Thomas. . . Objective, documented, 
but nonetheless heartbreaking account 
of inhuman handling by victorious 
powers of displaced Volksdeutsche 
since collapse of Nazism, thereby giv- 
ing credence and consent to Hitler’s 
own racial theories! 
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The Message of Fatima 

Don Sharkey Pflaum, 15¢ 
Satisfactory sketch of Fatima appa- 
ritions and their implications, re- 
printed from Young Catholic Mes- 
senger. Simple narration and vocabu- 
lary ; suitable for young and old. 


Missing Something? 

Theodore Schulte, S.J. QW, 25e 
‘“‘A Letter to My Non-Catholic 
Friends’’—may do the trick in ecer- 
tain cases. 


Moral Values in 
American Education 

Most Rev. James H. Ryan NCWC, 15e 
Probing examination, by late Arch- 
bishop of Omaha & Chairman NCWC 
Dept. of Education, of objectives of 
American education, with sober criti- 
cism & sound recommendations. 


A Mother Looks at Birth Control 

D. A. Lord, S.J. QW, 5e 
‘“‘A Letter from a Mother to a 
Priest,’’ the mother being one Mar- 
garet Theresa Boyan, who counts her 
blessings as her way of counteracting 
vicious birth-control propaganda. 


My Grandfather Was a Minister 

Daniel A. Lord, S.J. QW, 10¢ 
Maybe the reason Father Lord remi- 
nisces so much is that he reminisces 
so well... 


Our Gifted Selves 

Richard L. Rooney, S.J. QW, 25e 
‘*Diseussion Outline on The Gifts of 
the Holy Ghost.’’ 


Our Lady of the Highway 

Marion A. Habig, 0.F.M. SAG, 10c 
Meditations honoring Our Lady Pat- 
ron of Travelers—5th C. devotion. 


Queen of Militants 

Emil Neubert, S.M. Grail, $1.25 
‘Complete synthesis of Marian doc- 
trine as applied to the life of a mili- 
tant’’ (from preface). Proves compel- 
lingly factorial part Mary plays in 
development of the genuine lay 
apostle; how her mediation can sus- 
tain in him the heroie virtue demand- 
ed by his vocation. 


Race Riddles 
ed. Frank Riley QW, 10¢ 
‘““The Whys of Discrimination,’’ 


based on material furnished by 
Catholic Inter-racial Council of De- 
troit. Explodes the common cliches. 


Reflections on the Rosary 
... for Teaching Sisters 
... for Nursing Sisters 

... for Martha Sisters 


Dominican Sisters, Great Bend, Kan. 
SAG, 50¢ each 
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The Rosary, the Crown of Mary 


A Dominican Father 
Apostolate of Rosary, 25¢ 


Dominicana: ‘‘. . . valuable handbook 
for everyone devoted to Mary’s Ros- 
ary ... relates the origin of the Ros- 
ary and the perennial devotion . . 
to it... explains (its) twofold char- 
acter . . . a vocal and mental prayer 

. various illustrations and topics 
_.. for meditation . . . other import- 
ant features (include) promises made 
to Blessed Alan, O.P., and... by Our 
Lady at Fatima.”’ 


A Rosary of Pearls é 
Placidus Kempf, 0.8.B. Grail, 10¢ 


Collection of famous & quotable pas- 
sages about the Rosary. 


St. Peter—Pope or Imposter? 
D. A. Lord, 8.J. QW, 10¢ 


Fine brief sketch of tradition of Pa- 
pacy—always a sore point with non- 
Catholics. 


Say, Catholic! What Do You 
Know ... About the Sacraments? 
Theologians of Alma College . 

(ed. Rooney) ‘ f QW, 10¢ 
Quiz, with answers furnished upside 
down at end; fine for informal discus- 
sion. 


Sex, Alcohol, and Young Folks | 
Rev. James J. O’Brien Paulist, 10¢ 


Addressed particularly to unmarried 
late-teen-agers; pulls no punches 
about dangers & evils of drinking & 
its concomitant, sex-sin. 


Short Prayers for Busy People 
Richard Ginder OSV, 5e 


Compiled from Missal & Raccolta. 


Stations of the Cross in 
Dialogue Drama 
Francis Wanemacher ¢ 
Richard King Cat. Guild, 50¢ 


Rather striking typography & illus- 
tration. 


Thou Art My Strength 
Norbert Engels Grail, 10¢ 


Five poems inspired by the Mass. 


Unity of Sacrifice in Eastern 


& Western Churches 
J. De Boer St. Josephat Seminary, 40c 


‘Comparative review of the Byzan- 
tine liturgy & the Latin Mass’’; con- 
tains Liturgy of St. John Chrysos- 
tom. Illuminating for those interested 
in Oriental Rites. 


The Virgin’s Land. 


Stories and Essays 
Monks of St. Meinrad’s Grail, 50¢ 


Dominicana: ‘‘. . . occasion . . . cente- 
nary of the patronage of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, under the title of 
the Immaculate Conception, for the 
United States . . . selections pointed 


at every age-group. . . Many are old 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


MARCH, 1944, ISSUE 
WANTED 


Sister M. Gerard, O.8.F., Catholic 
Teacher’s College of New Mexico, Al- 
buquerque, has every copy of Booxs 
ON TRIAL except Volume II, No. 7— 
March, 1944. 

If any one has a copy of this issue 
which can be spared, please let us 
know and we will pay for it. 

In a letter just received, Sister Ger- 
ard says, ‘‘You have no idea how im- 
portant Books ON TRIAL is to me as a 
librarian and as a teacher of library 
science.’’ 

As soon as Sister Gerard became 
acquainted with Books on TRIAL she 
says, ‘‘I wrote to all our schools in 
Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri 
and New Mexico—more than 100 in 
all—telling them they must subscribe 
. . . [ know the majority did because 
the Sisters have thanked me for the 
information. ”’ 





themes, but appropriately adapted to 
the conditions of our day, placing be- 
fore us the object of our devotion and 
gratitude. . .’’ 


What Is the Answer? 
Theodore McDonald Grail, 10¢ 


Appeal to Cath. laity to preserve 
Christianity in a pagan civilization. 


Whither Birth Control: 


The Death of a Nation 
Clement S. Mihanovich, Ph.D. QW, 10¢ 


The cold & terrifying truth, told in 
facts & figures. 


Why Not Discuss It? 
Richard L. Rooney, 8.J. QW, 5c 


‘‘Handbook for discussion clubs’’; 
simple & practical. 


With the Blessing of the Church 
tr. from the Ritual by 
Most Rev. J. H. Schlarman 
Cath. Rural Life, 25¢ 


Orate Fratres: ‘‘. . . thirty-two bless- 
ings .. . new revelation of the loving 
solicitude which Mother Church has 
constantly shown towards the details 
of Christian living on the land .. . ex- 
pertly translated ... into a clear and 
rhythmic English idiom .. . added 
good introductory remarks and expla- 
nations. . .’’ 


Wonders of the Holy Name 
Paul O’Sulliwan, O.P. 
Cath. Prtg. Press (Lisbon), 15¢ 


Collection of facts, historical & spirit- 
ual, relative to Holy Name of Jesus, 
its efficacy and power to restore a 
storm-tossed world ; by Irish priest in 
Portugal. 


ce 
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Mary in Art 
Editor: 

May I supply a few footnotes to 
Father Resch’s evaluation of The 
World’s Great Madonnas (February 
BOT)? It is such a beautiful book 
that I am concerned lest Catholics 
come to lean too heavily on it—to 
their misfortune. .. . 

In paintings of Catholics included, 
Mary is shown with an expression of 
calm serenity; in many of the non. 
Catholic, there is an expression of 
fear, dismay, or anxiety. In the 
stories by non-Catholies as well as in 
the picture-interpretations we find 
constant repetitions of such ideas 
as: Mary did not understand her 
Son; He was so different from her 
other children; she was anxious lest 
she should not be able to teach Him 
the difference between good and 
evil. . . 

Our Lord, also, is the object of 
some misconception. He is made to 
say: that He does not understand 
why hawks are created; that He is 
sure that dogs have souls; that His 
mother is the earth. He is shown as 
fearful of the shepherds who came to 
the manger and of the Three Kings 
who brought Him gifts. . . 

There seems to be a deep-rooted 
belief that Joseph was an aged and 
decrepit man. Logically, it would ap- 
pear that the man chosen as a pro- 
tector for the Christ Child and His 
mother would be strong, and that, if 
he were even twice as old as Mary, 
he would be somewhere in the thir- 
ties. . . 

The stories are, of course, tradi- 
tional, but some are completely con- 
trary to the facts, The legend of the 
little lamb which found its way to 
the Christ Child ends with the state- 
ment that representations of a lamb 
in church windows or on church 4l- 
tars are memorials to the legendary 
lamb. The repentant thief, crucified 
beside Our Lord, does not win Para- 
dise because of his sorrow for his sin 
and his recognition of the Son of 
God, but because he had been a play- 
mate of the Christ Child in his early 
years! 

In short, it is to be regretted that 
the compiler has drawn so little, com- 
paratively, from the great treasw'y 
of Catholic art and literature, since 
veneration of the Mother of God has 
been part of the Catholic religion for 
so many centuries before the Protest- 
ant sects even came into being. 

—Ethel Owen Merrill 
Oconomowoc, Wis. 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


ARTS AND POETRY 


Confessions of a 
Mystical Aesthete 


The Significance of Beauty in 
Nature and Art 


Herbert Ellsworth Cory Bruce, $4.00 


Reviewed by Very Rev. J. L. 
Callahan, O.P., Ph.D., whose own 
monograph, ‘‘A Theory of Es- 
thetic According to St, Thomas 
Aquinas,’’ is basic to any study 
of Thomistic aesthetic. 


In a previous book, The Emancipa- 
tion of a Freethinker, Dr. Cory made 
a brief reference to the aesthetic 
phase of his life in its relation to his 
conversion. He spoke of ‘‘a second 
book on Aesthetics which I have never 
published and never will—in its pres- 
ent form.’’ That work was rewritten 
after several years of study of the 
aesthetic thought of Aristotle and St. 
Thomas Aquinas. This posthumously 
published treatise is the result. 

From earliest youth the author was 
eager to understand why a thing of 
beauty is a joy forever. Santayana 
inspired his quest. The value theory 
of Perry raised his hopes and he dis- 
covered a satisfactory solution in the 
Thomistic synthesis, ‘‘the only sys- 
tem which has not been shattered by 
homicidal and _ suicidal controver- 
sies,”’ 


Beauty as Transcendental 


It would be unfair to appraise this 
work on purely technical grounds. 
Dr. Cory’s theory has a distinct mys- 
tical orientation. He is impatient of 
cold, scientific analysis of aesthetic 
experience, although he does accept 
the formula of St. Thomas which de- 
seribes the beautiful as id quod visum 
placet, ‘‘that the very apprehension 
of which pleases.’? He approves the 
philosophical explanations of Mari- 
tain and Phelan but he always in- 
sists that full appreciation of the 
aesthetic event demands ‘‘the ecstatic 
recognition of the operative presence 
of God.’’ 

In the several chapters of the book 
beauty is considered as a value, as a 
transcendental property of being, in 
Its relation to physics and psychol- 
‘gy, in its harmony with truth, 
righteousness, utility and art. But 
the underlying thesis of this study, 


the constantly repeated refrain is 
that the experience of beauty is es- 
sentially an imitation of God’s erea- 
tive ways. The aesthetic event is 
primarily intellectual, but it involves 
an emotional communion with God 
Himself, whose existence can be in- 
ferred from the beauty of His works. 
The function of art is erystal clear 
to Dr. Cory. ‘‘ Beauty may be held to 
be an end in itself in so far as we 
are aware of it as a revelation of 
God’s operative presence in all things 
which He created and now con- 
serves.’’ 


Beauty-makers and _ beauty-lovers 
may disagree with many statements 
of the author, but they will discover 
help and comfort in these confessions 
of a mystical aesthete. It was un- 
doubtedly the hope of Dr. Cory that 
the recountal of his experiences 
might inspire other  self-indulged 
children of God to view beauty in 
more mystical perspective, and so 
enter the Temple of Truth through 
the Gate called Beautiful. 





Mostly Prosody 


Revaluation 


F. R. Leavis Stewart, $3.75 


Reviewed by William J. Grace. 
M.A. (Oxon.), Assistant Profes- 
sor of English, Fordham Univer- 
sity. 


This book consists of a series of es- 
says dealing with Milton’s verse, 
Pope, the Augustan Tradition, 
Wordsworth, Shelley, and Keats. 
American readers of that excellent 
British quarterly, Scrutiny, are al- 
ready acquainted with the high 
standards of criticism to be expected 
from Mr. Leavis. 


In the first essays Mr. Leavis sac- 
rifices a sensitive and scholarly criti- 
cism to a predominantly aesthetic 
approach and to academic preoceupa- 
tions. He deals with techniques 
rather than with ideas. But in deal- 
ing with the Romantic poets his 
thought takes a broader scope; he has 
less decorum and more force. He 
makes some rather devastating, but 
deserved, criticisms of Shelley and 
reminds us of ‘‘vis inertiae—of the 
power of conventional valuation to 
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Some Characters From 
Revolutionary War 


Tim Murphy, Morgan Rifleman and 
Other Ballads 


A, M. Sulliwan (il. Howard 8S. Zolt) 
MeMullen, $3.75 


Reviewed by Rev. Thomas J. 
Grady, St. Mary of the Lake 
Seminary, Mundelein, Iil. 


A. M. Sullivan is facile and compe- 
tent. His language is crisp and his 
verses jaunty. As he should, he draws 
his characters simply, boldly, with 
few details but those concrete and 
strongly marked. He sticks to his 
story, to the rush of events, etching 
each episode briefly, cleanly. He 
sticks to the mood of his story and 
speaks with an easy, familiar tongue, 
attuned to priniitive moods of pride, 
hatred, callousness, fierce idealism, 
and intrepid jocularity. The narra- 
tive quality of these ballads is good 
and makes the book interesting. 


There is, however, a less perfect 
achievement in the dramatic quality 
of the ballads. In them there is, for 
the most part, a certain lack of sus- 
pense or mystery or wonder. In the 
first of fifteen episodes about Tim 
Murphy we learn of his wonderful 
accuracy with his rifle. In the other 
episodes, we see new targets. Mur- 
phy’s long, two barrelled squirrel 
rifle from Golcher of Easton is stated 
to be greatly feared by the Indians 
but it is not quite framed in the 
aureole of magic it might have been. 


Perhaps the most authentic and 
successful of the ballads is ‘‘The 
Ballad of Nicholas Van Zandt.’’ The 
Dutchman comes into the irregular 
light of forge-flames, Nick, ‘‘old, and 
queer and lame, and squats like a 
toad.’’ He tells his own story, a story 
of slavery of body grown to slavery 
of soul. All his words are pervaded 
by strangeness: the red flame, the 
shadows, the ery have claimed him, 
and call him and he cannot stay. 


Format illustrations are attractive. 
An appendix explains the historicity 
of Timothy Murphy and implies the 
inspirational value of the ballads. 





perpetuate itself, once established.’’ 
While the book lacks integration 
as a whole, it compensates for this 
deficiency by the concrete particu- 
larizations of its criticism. 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


Older Girls 


American Women of Nursing 
Edna Yost Lipp, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, 
OS.F. 


This is the story of ten outstanding 
American nurses, all but one now liv- 
ing. They are presented here not as 
the ‘‘best ten’’ of their profession 
but as exemplifying ten progressive 
stages of nursing on its way toward a 
higher professional status the way of 
education and still more education. 
The Forward is a glimpse of the his- 
tory of nursing, used here to under- 
score the struggles undergone and 
the obstacles overcome at each stage, 
and so to high-light the results 
achieved. 

Included in the group are Sister 
Olivia of The Catholic University 
and Lillian Wald, a mere graduate 
nurse who founded the Henry Street 
nursing service. That it was the first 
nursing service of its kind may well 
be questioned, in view of the nursing 
saints, saints interested in nursing 
and founders of religious nursing 
Orders such as St. Vincent de Paul 
and St. Camillus. Certainly their 
service was non-sectarian, non- 
denominational, non-political ! 

It must be noted that one element 
of nursing has not been stressed ade- 
quately in this ‘‘nursing thriller.’’ 
Because to nurse is to serve those 
‘‘whom the Lord has touched,’’ the 
call implies young women who can 
bring a spirit of service to their work 
even though they demand adequate 
economic compensation for it. For 
the essence of a good nurse’s service 
is the spirit of the service—the ele- 
ment which is found in early Chris- 
tian nursing but seems to be fading 
notably at present, despite the many 
shelves of nursing ethics and profes- 
sional adjustment. 

It would indeed be a great service 
to the ‘‘oldest of arts and the young- 
est of professions’’ to show how to 
cement the gap between theory and 
Christ-like practice in nursing and to 
seal it with the impress of Christ’s 
charity. We must indeed rule out me- 
diocre education and raise educational 
standards but not to place a premium 
on college degrees when the ‘‘ spirit 
of service’’ has not been imbued and 
other personality requirements are de- 
plorably lacking in the applicant. 


The account is well-written and 
there is a warm human interest per 
vading the record, qualities which 
hold special appeal for highschool 
girls who think of nursing as a pos- 
sible career and who feel that ‘‘they 
have what it takes.’’ A few illustra- 
tions would enhance the reader’s in- 
terest. 





Those Terrible Teens 

Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. McMullen, $2.25 

Reviewed by Sister M. Cecilia, 

0.8.B., St. Scholastica Academy. 
With his experience as a regional 
moderator of sodalities, Father Mc- 
Corry is well qualified to hold up 
this mirror of youth before the eyes 
of teen-age girls. Or rather we should 


eall it a psychological X-ray pene- 
trating the depths of even the ado- 
lescent subconscious. The book is 
neither flattering nor devastatingly 
discouraging, though it runs the 
range of bobby-soxer faults from 
‘‘spiritual deafness’’ to that danger- 
ous underground organization which 
is the worry of all Catholic school 
faculties—that of the hypocritical 
sophisticates. 

With uncanny realism Father Mc- 
Corry reminds the teen-age girl she 
cannot escape her responsibilities by 
assuming that ‘‘life, in the main, is 
not something you do, but something 
which happens to you;’’ that a lack- 
adaisical attitude toward studies is 
not to be excused on the plea of ‘‘in- 
tellectual predestination’’ of the elite. 
Deploring the ‘‘absence of ideas’’ in 
the youthful mind, the author would 
receive a weary nod of assent to his 
statement that the attention span has 
now reached the vanishing point. 
Why ? Because the modern girl is too 
much coddled in the home, is taught 
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to be selfish, and also because she 
lives in the intellectual vacuum pan. 
dered to by most movies and radiy 
programs. There are also some very 
instructive and constructive chapters 
on love, true and false, with an ex. 
cellent touchstone to test the real 
thing. 

After the teen-ager discovers that 
she really has idle hours, she may 
learn from this handy volume ip. 
numerable ways of transmuting them 
in golden moments of exciting service 
to others. As to her social problems 
here she may gain some sage advice 
from the masculine viewpoint on 
‘‘boy-erazy’’ girls, as well as wiser 
counsel than Emily Post’s as to pub. 
lic decorum. On the whole, this little 
volume is so practical that one cannot 
but regret the lack of an_ index, 
which would make it a timely manual 
for both teacher and ‘‘terrible teen- 
ager’’ in this bewildering world. 





CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S 
BOOK CLUB 
Young Miss Burney 

Anna Bird Stewart Lipp, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister M. Hester, 

S.S.N.D. 
Perhaps there is no period of Eng. 
lish literature about which young 
people know so little, and which little 
they absorb with so little relish as the 
classic period. Anna Bird Stewart's 
life of Fanny Burney with its 
crowded stage of 18th C. celebrities 
should do much to dispel the cloud 
of formalism and unreality that cov- 
ers the Age of Johnson for the teen- 
ager. 

Young Fanny Burney, plain shy 
daughter of musician Burney, sees 
London society and intellectuals at 
close range in her own sociable home. 
Her letters and diaries are packed 
with gossipy details of the great, and 
her absorbing urge to write results 
in the first of the society novels writ- 
ten by a woman. It is composed i 
secret and published in secret. The 
young reader is carried effortlessly 
on the thin thread of the narrative. 

Seldom is a book for young people 
so accurately packed with detail and 
history, and the smooth prose is 4 
painless approach to knowledge 
Johnson, Boswell, Garrick, Gold: 
smith, Bach, and Mozart become 
familiar and well-beloved friends ® 
they were to Fanny Burney. The 
author knows her subject, and she 
also knows her 18th C. London. 

The publisher states that Youn 
Miss Burney will appeal not only # 
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girls but to readers of all ages. In 
this he is right, and it is safe to con- 
jecture that the older the reader the 

eater the appreciation. There is a 
subtle delicate humor in the imita- 
tion of the classic style of writing 
which will be missed by the adoles- 
eent. There is a flavor of Jane Austen 
and Fanny Burney herself in Miss 
Stewart’s prose, and the older reader 
who has read Evelina will chuckle at 
its echoes appearing quietly and con- 
sistently. 





Lightning Strikes Twice 
Marguerite Dickson (il. D. B. Morse) 
Nelson, $2.50 
Marguerite Dickson’s Lightning 
Strikes Twice may be checked off as 
‘just another career story’’ and one 
in a lighter vein at that. But girls 12 
to 16 will enjoy the experiences, 
in school and out of it, of Ellen 
Seymour, highschool junior, whose 
mother before her marriage had at- 
tained fame as a danseuse in Broad- 
day’s Lightning Sirikes and under 
whose tutelage Ellen herself gradu- 
ally develops skill, poise, and mastery 
of the intricate ballet. It is hard 
work, Ellen, finds, and time-consum- 
ing but not so demanding that she 
cannot enter into extra-curricular ac- 
tivities at school and still maintain 
her place on the Honor Roll, A Junior 
Literary Guild selection. 
—NSister St. Magdalen, S.P. 





CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S BOOK CLUB 
Title to Happiness 

Adele De Leeuw Mae, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister M. Cecilia, 

0.8.B., St. Scholastic Academy, 

Chicago. 

This is the eighth in the author’s ex- 
cellent series of career stories for 
girls of junior high age. In this book 
Kathy Martin not only finds an ab- 
sorbing career in the surprisingly in- 
tricate business of real estate, but she 
also discovers the warm human satis- 
faction of learning ‘‘how the other 
half lives’’—and of doing something 
about it. 

Discovering in terms of individual 
cases the tragedy of our present hous- 
Ing shortage, together with its root 
causes of greed and inertia, Kathy 
develops a social consciousness that 
could well be emulated by her teen- 
age readers. Also her many practical 
ways of helping her less fortunate 
fellow-townsmen may be both an in- 
spiration and a challenge to future 
citizens of America. The author is 
also to be commended for ‘‘selling’’ 
very effectively the now-too-novel 
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idea that ‘‘homes are basic . . . Hav- 
ing a place you can care about and 
take pride in and work over, is every 
man’s right.’’ 

The book has two drawbacks, how- 
ever. Based as it is on purely humani- 
tarian ethics, the story depicts a beau- 
tifully attractive secularized world 
where people, responding only to 
their own innate goodness, get along 
very well without God, ‘‘It was only 
in human nature that help lay.’’ 
There is also the bland assumption 
that both husband and wife can very 
well pursue ‘‘their careers’’ without 
detriment to marriage or mother- 
hood. Apart from these two false at- 
titudes, the story is to be recom- 
mended as not only pleasant but pro- 
fitable reading. 





Priceless Moment 
Gertrude E. Mallette Doubleday, $2.00 


Reviewed by Lois Slade. 


Though some of the dialogue will 
sound forced to young adults and the 
project undertaken by our heroine a 
little incredible the elements of a 
fast-moving plot plus a healthy boy- 
girl relationship pretty well override 
the mechanical obstacles of our story. 

When Collie Dunsmuir bought a 
movie camera with her birthday 
money, she intended to turn a hobby 
into serious business. The profit 
gleaned from filming her list of vil- 
lage ‘‘subseribers’’ was to be the 
down payment on the guest house 
next door; its purchase was the only 
means of ridding the community of 
Mrs. Lathrop and her ill-mannered 
son Curt, as unsavory a pair of 
neighbors as readers will find in a 
month of Sundays. What Collie least 
suspected was that her innocent ven- 
ture would develop into a matter of 
civie interest and unwittingly clear 
up the questions surrounding Curt’s 
strange behavior. 

Because the field for amateur 
movie photographers — which the 
story spotlights — is exceedingly 
limited, the book cannot be strictly 
classed as supplementary vocational 
reading; however, for inspiration to 


initiative and enterprise, it is tops. 





Waverley 
Amelia Walden Morrow, $2.50 


Story of a girl at ‘‘Waverley’’ college 

—piffling, secularistic, materialistic, and 

worthless. Pictures a career as the most im- 

portant thing in life. See Review. 
HS—DM 
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Older Boys 
Window on the World 
Joseph Gollomb HB, $2.50 


Reviewed by P. Standish O’Con- 
nor. 


This is an Alger story without the 
patience of Alger. In a mere three 
weeks a highschool graduate ends his 
vocational rebellion against being a 
grocer like his father and zooms from 
copy boy on a New York City daily 
to a columnist’s legman on roving 
foreign assignment. 

The yarn has a laudable moral that 
is wholly unconvineing because out- 
shone by the adolescent’s dazzling 
eareer, which has less reality to it 
than a stack of ‘‘pulps.’’ The hero 
on his second day as copy boy not 
only gives hot tips to the paper’s 
‘*Winchell’’ but coins words for him. 
In three weeks’ time he organizes a 
UN parade, gets himself fired, then 
re-hired as assistant to the paper’s 
‘*Ernie Pyle.’’ 

It is an exciting story, and the 
writing is fair. But it is harmful not 
only in the unrealistic advancement 
of a greenhorn, but more certainly 
in that the hero is not true to life 
and is a bad example to adolescent 
dreamers and schemers. He has more 
nerve than courage, more brass than 
intelligence, no inhibitions, and he 
has an exaggerated sense of his own 
importance. 

I don’t think I’m being too hard 
on the well-meaning author, for it is 
high time writers of juvenile fiction 
began to realize that morality in lit- 
erature isn’t something you super- 
impose on a tale of adventure. Writ- 
ers with the background of Joseph 
Gollomb must know that the road to 
success isn’t what he painted it in 
Window on the World, and that the 
dispelling of vain ambitions and 
false hopes can be very painful to a 
young man or woman. Playing to 
youth’s idealism and ambition makes 
book sales, but it also creates dis- 
illusionment on the part of young 
readers, who eventually come to 
realize life isn’t what their authors 
depicted it. 





White Terror 

John J. Floherty Lipp, $2.75 
Catholic Library World: ‘‘. . . This. . 
tale of the Ice Patrol . . . really begins with 
the story of that terrible catastrophe, the 
sinking of the Titanic, which caused the 
World Powers to set up the Ice Patrol... 
should be a most interesting book for our 
young teen-agers. ’’ 

HS—F 





252 


Cruise of the Annie Lee 

W. F. Hendria, 8.J. Benziger, $2.50 

Reviewed by Bro. James Alpheus, 

FSC., Ph.D. 

The Mississippi has long been the 
scene for tales of adventure with 
Mark Twain perhaps giving it the 
best in boyhood fiction. Father Hend- 
rix, following the pattern of his col- 
league, Father Finn, has herewith 
produced another tale of adventure. 
Once again the four young heroes of 
his first book, The Great Bridge, ap- 
pear in this sequel, but this time as 
llth grade students at More Hall, a 
Catholic high school on the banks of 
the Mississippi near St. Louis. Thrills 
and adventures by the dozen cross 
their river path as these 17 and 18 
year old boys cruise in their launch, 
Anmie Lee, from St. Louis to Cairo 
and back again. 

This is a story that will appeal 
mostly to junior high school boys. It 
is packed with boys’ adventures, well 
told by a story teller who always nar- 
rates with an eye to the youthful 
audience. As may be expected, the 
Catholic atmosphere predominates in 
the lives of its four heroes as they 
bring into their everyday existence— 
and into the thrills of their adven- 
tures—the truths of Faith they have 
been taught in school. The young 
reader will put this book down with 
a knowledge of life on and the his- 
tory of ‘‘old man river’’. 





Trusty, The Story of a Police Horse 
Jack Bechdolt Dutton, $2.50 


Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 


The story of a police horse, from colt- 
hood on a Connecticut farm to heroic 
horsehood as an assistant guardian of 
the peace on the turbulent streets of 
New York. The hero, a beautiful bay 
gelding, is originally the property of 
Dick and Delia, brother and sister. A 
financial setback separates Trusty 
from his master and _ mistress 
and halts his idyllic country colt- 
hood. Later, after harrowing ex- 
periences, all three are reunited in 
the big city where Dick becomes a 
mounted policeman, mounted, coin- 
eidentally, on good old Trusty. 

The plot suffers from a little too 
much of this kind of coincidence and 
the author slips into the usual en- 
thusiastic fallacy of ascribing ‘‘rea- 
son’’ and ‘‘intelligence’’ to brute ani- 
mal. Withal, the story is entertain- 
ing, the style fresh, and Decie Merwin 
contributes some attractive sketches. 
Most interesting of all is the authentic 
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description of the training given to 
these police horses, explaining how 
such sensitive animals can stand un- 
perturbed in the midst of bedlam. 





Anchor Man 
Jesse Jackson Harper, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister M. Amarella, 
OS.F. 

Here is an interesting story which 

junior highschool boys will read 

with great delight and much profit. 

Written in the vernacular of the 

modern American boy, and full of 

conversation on subjects of greatest 





interest to him, it could very well be 
used as bait for the boy who hates to 
read, to introduce him to the pleasure 
which can be derived from the printed 
page. 

The problems arising from the in- 
termingling of two races in school 
activities will set the youthful reader 
to thinking about the equality of all 
men before God, and the brotherhood 
of all races. 

Even the younger reader will be 
led to realize that a man’s worth is 
based on character; not on the color 
of his skin or the part of a city in 
which he lives. He will learn that 
success depends mostly on honest, 
persevering effort, and that life is not 
a lazy drifting along with the crowd, 
but a constant struggle to overcome 
the obstacles in the way of his doing 
great things and becoming a great— 
or, at least—a good man. 

We need more books like Anchor 
Man. 





Dan gerous! 


Rocket Ship Galileo 
Robert A. Heinlein Scribner, $2.00 


Reviewed by Richard Butler, 
O.P. 


Supposed to be a plausible fantasy 
about scientifically-minded boys of 
the next generation who travel to the 
moon on a rocket ship with a ‘‘Dr. 
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Cargraves’’ (an uncle of one of the 
boys) and successfully fulfill their 
exploratory mission after overcoming 
a band of resurrected war-plotting 
Nazis who had beaten them to the 
moon. 

Actually, this story is only a good 
example of how dangerous an inno. 
cently-jacketed juvenile can be. The 
theorizing, tainted with relativism 
and materialistic evolutionism, is 
based upon a pseudo-science that is 
far more vicious than the pulp mago- 
zine variety. The author’s diction is 
smattered with abominable slang, es- 
pecially when it comes from the pro- 
posedly erudite ‘‘Dr. Cargraves.” 
And, for all that, the writing is in- 
ferior, sometimes to a_ ridiculous 
level. For example, after some mani- 
fest reluctance, the mother of one of 
the boys gives her son permission to 
go to the moon through the following 
dialogue : 

** Arthur ?”’ 

‘*Yes, Mother.”’ 

‘*You want to go to the moon?”’ 

‘*Yes, Mother.’’ 

She took a deep breath, then re- 
plied steadily. 

‘*You be a good boy on the moon, 
Arthur. You do what your unele tells 
you to.’’ 

‘*T will, Mother.’’ 

Perhaps the fact that the author 
of Rocket Ship Galileo hails from 
Hollywood helps to explain. Any- 
way, you’d better leave Junior to 
Jules Verne for futuristic fantasy. 


Older Boys and Girls 


Born to Adventure, the Story of 


John Charles Fremont 
Hildegarde Hawthorne AO, $2.75 


Reviewed by Sister M. Amarella, 
O.S.F., M.A. 


For the highschool student, boy or 
girl, who prefers biography to other 
forms of literature, this story of the 
adventurous life of one of our great- 
est explorers of the 19th C., holds 
forth the promise of many a thrilling 
hour. 

John Charles Fremont’s life reads 
like a novel. His dauntless courage, 
his unwavering perseverance in over- 
coming all difficulties, his good 
sportsmanship and loyalty, his undy- 
ing love for his country, family and 
friends—all these praiseworthy char- 
acteristics and many more make him 
a truly inspiring hero. 

Hildegarde Hawthorne has made 4 
real contribution to adolescent litera- 
ture of uplift and inspiration. 
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Thackeray of the Great Heart 
and Humorous Pen 

Laura Benet D M, $3.00 

Reviewed by Brother James 

Alpheus, F.S.C., Ph.D., librar- 

ian, Christian Brothers High 

School, St. Lows; president, 

Catholic School Language Asso- 

ciation, 

This life of the 19th C. writer is 
an honest attempt to evaluate the 
personal human characteristics of 
Thackeray—the qualities that sus- 
tained him in difficulties and which 
he revealed in his works. It is another 
biography from the pen of the sister 
of Stephen Vincent Benet. 

Although it was written for high- 
school students, there is some doubt 
in this reviewer’s mind that even the 
best prepared will get full value from 
it. The difficulty of vocabulary, much 
of it with a distinetly English tang, 
will necessitate frequent consulta- 
tions with a dictionary. 

Laura Benet’s life, however, is dis- 
tinctly a contribution to the high- 
school biography section and at least 
for the upper third in English Lit- 
erature a ‘‘must’’ reading for a 
background of one of our greatest 
19th C. novelists. 

Unfortunately, the closeness of the 
type setting, the thinness of the pa- 
per, together with the numerous quo- 
tations from Thackeray’s letters, 
make it mechanically a difficult book 
to read. 





The Mystery of the Other House 
Augusta Huiell Seaman Doubleday, $2.00 


Reviewed by Lois Slade. 


Even before she guessed its secret, 
Susan had been fascinated by the 
house across the street, with its three 
maiden custodians and their eccentric 
lodger, Mr. St. Croix. With the ar- 
rival of Detta Delamore to stay with 
her three aunts, Susan finally ac- 
quired the opportunity to explore the 
old place, as well as a new friend. 
Immediately extraordinary things be- 
gan to happen, involving mysterious 
midnight visitors to the Frenchman’s 
room, a hidden staircase, and a price- 
less miniature set in gold and pre- 
fous gems. Then came the most 
startling climax of all—the disclosure 
of Mr. St. Croix’s believed identity. 
Told against the fading grandeur 
of 1870 New York, the story’s excel- 
lently sustained aura of suspense and 
coordination of events measure up to 
adult standards, and cannot help but 
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captivate the teen-age imagination. 
History students who have drilled 
through a course on the French 
Revolution will be particularly in- 
trigued by the character of St. Croix, 
which account, the author supplies, is 
based on authentic Greenwich Village 
folklore. 





CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S 
BOOK CLUB 
The Bears’ Famous Invasion 
of Sicily 
Dino Buzzati (il. author) 

(tr. Frances Lobb) Pantheon, $2.75 
For want of a better designation, this 
book is called a Juvenile. It is also 
supposed to be egregiously funny. 
Actually it is not especially ‘‘funny,’’ 
and not especially ‘‘juvenile’’—ex- 
cept in the way that all truly great 
Juveniles are actually mature and 
adult in values. It is a parable of 
immense proportions, a moral fable 
treating of the knowledge of good 
and evil. It may entertain the young- 
sters with its galloping verse, its 
vivid, confiding narration, and en- 
chanting illustrations, but it is the 
adults versed in classic legend and 
the inveteracies of human nature who 
will experience it with keenest relish. 

Of a subtlety hard to describe, 
exuberant humor (which is different 
from funny-ness), with a roguish yet 
terribly poignant attack, and a pow- 
erful lesson in the vanity of vanities, 
it is, like youth, too good to waste on 
the young. Buy it for the children, 
if you need a pretext, but be sure 
you do some meditating on it your- 
self, 





Captain Juniper 

Margaret Ann Hubbard Mae, $2.50 
Another Hubbard story for young 
people, with Lake Superior of 1871 
as both the historical and geographi- 
eal background. 

In relating the adventures of two 
teen-agers, Fritz Temple and David 
Ericson, author has built up a story 
of Duluth in its early days as realistic 
and factual as though it happened 
yesterday and the author were actu- 
ally present. 

In almost a cascade of historical 
scenes, colorful characters parade 
through Captain Juniper entertain- 
ingly and authentically. Youngsters 
9 to 12 years of age will not only 
enjoy the story but will learn much 
of the early history of upper Minne- 
sota. —Bro. James Alpheus, F.S.C. 


253 
Gallant General: Tadeus Kosciuszko 


Antoni Gronowicz Scribner, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister St. Magdalen, 
S.P., librarian, Providence High 
School, Chicago. 
‘*Suffering ennobles people,’’ said 
Kosciuszko, the ‘‘gallant general’’— 
not yet a general—to Kazimer” Pu- 
laski when the two Polish soldiers 
fighting America’s cause met at Tren- 
ton on Christmas eve in 1777. The 
truth of this dictum reveals itself in 
Kosciuszko’s story, private and pub- 
lie, which Antoni Gronowicz tells for 
teen-agers in his Gallant General. 
Against the background of Polish vi- 
cissitudes when Prussia, Russia, and 
Austria partitioned his country, one 
sees this well loved figure of the 
American Revolutionary era acquir- 
ing early under the guidance of a 
good mother, a proper scale of val- 
ues, an appreciation of his own per- 
sonal integrity, a respect for men as 
men, and an abiding sense of loyalty 
to the real Poland as well as a love 
of freedom for all men. 

Unusual simplicity marks language 
and style; the treatment is authentic 
with, perhaps, a slight emphasis on 
the romantic element. The book pro- 
vides needed background reading for 
American history classes from sev- 
enth grade up. A note not wholly 
satisfactory for Catholic readers is 
the failure of the author to highlight 
Kosciuszko’s Catholicity. There is 
mention, however, of his baptism in 
the ‘‘nearby church of the Domini- 
can Fathers.’’ There is an excellent 
bibliography of both English and 
Polish works. Format and binding 
are average. 





CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S BOOK CLUB 
Beacon Cottage Mystery 
Alan Langton Mill, $2.50 
Reviewed by Richard Butler, 
O.P. 


An English boy goes to a quiet coun- 
tryside village, anticipating a dull 
summer poring over Virgil under the 
tutorship of the local vicar. Instead, 
with the vicar’s son and daughter, he 
uncovers a murder at a seaside cot- 
tage which leads him through a maze 
of mystery and adventure. 

This is an unusual story and an 
extraordinarily good mystery yarn 
for young readers. It is well-plotted 
and well-written. The usual clew re- 
construction is more than fictitiously 
fast in this case, but this single flaw 
will work to the advantage of impa: 
tient young readers, and the unex- 
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pected solution is going to fool them 
anyway. 

Especially recommended by 
Charles Flemming, BOT’s youngest 
reviewer, who wrote: ‘‘Boy, was that 
ever good!—one of the very best 
books I have ever read—couldn’t put 
it down after I started it.’’ 





Tips To Sanctity for Youth 

Father Ted, 8.S.P. St. Paul Press, 25¢ 
A disappointing attempt to provide 
much-needed spiritual guidance writ- 
ten directly for youth. Lacks positive 
and integrated foundation on the life 
of grace here, and glory hereafter, as 
the necessary focal point. Ideas dis- 
jointed, motivations too often natu- 
ralistic, descends to shibboleths. Ap- 
parently for high school boys and 
girls, but the style is much too 
childish.—Richard Butler, O.P. 





Augustus Caesar’s World 
Genevieve Foster Scribner, $3.50 
Reviewed by Sister St. Magdalen, 
S.P. 


This third title in the author’s series 
of historical background books for 
teen-agers (subtitled ‘‘A story of 
ideas and events B.C. 44 to 14 
A.D.’’), brings together world fig- 
ures of the pivotal era indicated in 
the title. In vivid narrative, its in- 
terest heightened by illustrations in 
black and white, by colorful maps and 
genealogical schemes, Mrs. Foster 
presents not just the familiar real 
and mythical characters of the old 
Roman world with its outlying pro- 
vinees, but those of China and of 
India; even the Mayans and their 
culture are treated. A skillful com- 
pression of the Books of Genesis and 
of Exodus tells in Biblical language 
the early history of the Jews. Like- 
wise, the story of the birth of Christ 
is related by means of Scriptural pas- 
sages from the narratives of .Saint 
Matthew and Saint Luke. 

In the opinion of this reviewer, the 
book would have been more success- 
ful for general purposes had it been 
brought to a close with the death of 
Augustus in 14 A.D. There is, how- 
ever, a final chapter almost in the 
manner of an epilogue which treats 
sketchily of the life and the death of 
Christ, the preaching of Saint Paul, 
and the conversion of Constantine. To 
those of us who know Our Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and who 
recognize His Incarnation as the su- 
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preme event of the ‘‘Golden Age’’, 
the last part of this book is woefully 
disappointing; it fails less by what 
it says than by the way it says it and 
by what it leaves wnsaid. Further- 
more, the many passages from Scrip- 
ture have been cited from versions not 
acceptable to Catholics. This fact 
alone prohibits the book from the 
shelves of the Catholic school library. 





Judy’s Journey 


Lois Lenski (il. author) Lipp, $2.50 


It is always hard to capture in a 
few words—and without getting sen- 
timental—the essence of Lenski’s 














books. They might be characterized 
as j.-g.-Steinbecks—except for this 
big fact—that her characters are 
people—they are volitional—they 
have character; they may be part of 
the anonymous masses, but they are 
not little, and they are not beaten. 
They are always all caught up—or 
crossed up—in poignant, wrenching 
sorrows, mostly economic, but they 
never give in. They are in fact prob- 
ably the legal inheritors of the 
doggedness that kept our pioneers 
going west though confronted by the 
Alleghenies. In fact, if it weren’t for 
modern notes like the jalopy in 
Judy’s Journey, it wouldn’t be any 
feat for the reader to switch cen- 
turies and re-live Judy’s personal 
struggles in a frontier day. There are 
still frontiers, of perhaps a more re- 
fined but no less cruel sort. 

Judy’s parents are migrant farm- 
ers dreaming of a homestead. Judy 
herself dreams of a good schooling. 
Their ups and downs attendant upon 
the search for their goal—from Flor- 
ida up to Jersey and back south, con- 
stitute the story. But it is much more 
than a story—it is an authentic pic- 
ture—more vivid than any case- 
record—of a way of life as American 
as an accountant’s office. It hints at 
things that national planners don’t 
seem to know about—such as the 
pride and dignity and nobility of 
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Dusty For Speed! 


Frances Fullerton g¢ Winthrop Neilson 
Dutton, $2.59 


Reviewed by Sister Loretto 
Marie, C.D.P., St. Anne Con- 
vent, Melbourne, Ky. 


Dusty’s not just another dog, nor js 
Dusty For Speed! just another dog 
story. Although Stardust, the speedy, 
race-winning whippet, is featured, 
plucky 13-year-old Jan Brandt steals 
the show. Strong and desirable char. 
acteristics are portrayed in this 
young Iowan who is suddenly trans. 
planted to New York, Human interes 
prevails throughout the story. Char. 
acter portrayal is excellent. Although 
the action is fast, the suspense is 
hindered by ‘‘give-away’’ chapter 
headings and an occasional irrelevant 
remark. There are a few grammatical 
errors, but the style is otherwise 
pleasing and appropriate. A little too 
much emphasis is placed on the ex- 
pected motherhood of Natalie, Jan’s 
sister, and the blessed event casts too 
many lowering shadows rather than 
anticipated joy. 

The format is good and the illus 
trations are true and interpretive. 





Cat Royal 
Charles Brady (il. Rosemarie Renkis) 
S & W, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister Loretto 


Marie, C.D.P. 


A highly imaginative tale that the 
eat Hinse relates to the 11-year-old 
Charles Scott on Christmas Eve. Dis- 
tortion of the beautiful story of the 
first Christmas—even though it 
thereby elevates the feline race— 
borders on irreverence, as does the 
fact that the cats, bearing the names 
of Biblical characters and quoting 
Seripture, present the Christ Child 
with ‘‘a little furry mantle, made of 
the soft hairs of one hundred tiny 
kitten princesses.’? The narration is 
hampered by a difficult vocabulary, 
the ‘‘Hints from Hinse’’ being a 
original but awkward arrangement 
for young readers. 

The format is pleasing in gree? 
print as a seasonal touch. Detailed 
description is superb. The illustra- 
tions are colorful and correspond 
minutely to the story. 


<a 





man the worker when he is allowed 
to work on his own. It is most of all 
a lesson in kindness. 
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We Four Together 
Helen Weissenstein 
(il. Egon Weiniger) MeKay, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, 
C.D.P. 


Eagerly, like a happy child who dis- 
covered a story book among her 
treasures under the Christmas tree, I 
opened We Four Together, and 
peeked at all the pictures first before 
starting to read. Would the story be 
as good as the pictures? I wondered 
... Zip! In no time the book was 
finished. Interesting? Oh, much more 
than that—it was delightful, humor- 





ous, and best of all, pervaded with 
the truly happy spirit of Christian 
family love. 

Set in age-old Vienna, Austria, the 
story deals with the joys, sorrows (oh, 
how serious!) and many pranks of 
four children, three boys and a girl, 
who had the unique privilege of be- 
ing born within the same hour. These 
quadruplets, called ‘‘the Frogs’’, to- 
gether with their parents and the 
other characters in the story, bring 
to the young folks of America a 
charming picture of the Vienna so 
loved—whimsieal, heart-warming, and 
expansive. Miss Weissenstein, herself 
Viennese, is to be complemented for 
this book, her first for children. 





An Army in Battle Array 
Sister M. Jean Dorcy, O.P. (il. author) 
Bruce, $2.25 
Wind-up volume of Sister Jean’s 
series of tales about Dominican saints 
and beati, taken from the Vitae 
Fratrum (the Dominicans’ Fiorettt) 
and other sources, and transposed to 
the juvenile key as only Sister Jean 
can do it. Includes among others BI. 
Martin de Porres, with stress on his 
colloquy with the rats (enchant- 
ing!), St. Rose of Lima, first Ameri- 
can saint, St. John of Goreum, mar- 
tyred by the Dutch, St. Pope Pius V, 
who beat off the Turks with the 
Rosary, and St. Grignon de Mont- 
fort, of the Third Order, newest ad- 
dition. There is one of Sister’s inter- 
esting silhouette-drawings for each. 
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Paul of St. Peter’s 
Robert Broderick (il. Virginia Broderick) 
Bruce, $2.25 


Reviewed by Sister Loretto 

Marie, C.D.P. 

Here it is! That story about Vati- 
can State—St. Peter’s, the Sistine 
Chapel, the Holy Father, the Swiss 
Guards—written so that a child of 
the intermediate grades can read, 
understand and appreciate. There’s a 
mystery, too! The sleuthing by Paul, 
an Italian boy, and Bob, an Ameri- 
ean, though occasionally forced, adds 
suspense and captivates. 

The style is very simple and vivid. 
Comparisons of the unfamiliar with 
the familiar tend to clarify and fix 
information in the young mind. 
Commendable characteristics of the 
normal, modern boy are especially 
noteworthy. 

Slow readers in the upper grades 
and even high school would enjoy 
and profit by this charming story. 
Adding to the interest are the illus- 
trations, apt and clear. 





On Hampton Street 

Alice Williams (il. Anne Vaughan) 

L G, $2.25 
Chronicle of a Welsh mining family 
in Seranton, spanning a year (1893) 
from Christmas to Christmas, and 
involving a full eycle of joy and 
tragedy, much endearing domestic 
detail, and abundant information 
about the life of the soft-coal miner. 
The Edwards children are whole- 
some, thoughtful, resourceful young- 
sters; their spirit of industry, of 
cheerfulness in the face of poverty, 
of devotion to their parents, grand- 
parents and each other, of happiness 
with little, urgently commend them 
to modern readers. . . Doubly pro- 
nounced and doubly regrettable in 
view of this solid virtue are the empty 
‘‘evangelical’’ religious practices of 
this people. 

This reviewer can vouch for the 
authenticity of specifically Welsh as- 
pects, such as the winning of the 
choral prize at the Chicago World’s 
Fair of 1893. Some of our own fore- 
bears were in on that. 





Big Susan 
Elizabeth Orton Jones (il. author) 

Mae, $2.00 
Charming pictures and story of life 
in a doll house, from the dolls’ point 
of view, and of Big Susan, a nice 
little girl—the ‘‘Wonderful Person’’ 
on whom their life and well-being de- 
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pended. An unusual, wholesome, en- 
tertaining story, dramatizing every 
normal little girl’s dream of an ideal 
yet perfectly realistic type of family 
life. Pietures are a delight, not only 
for children, but for all who treasure 
miniature things. 

Perspective in both art and story 
is correctly scaled to provide the 
child-reader with a new slant on the 
hierarchy of being, the relation of 
beings each to the other—e.g., the 
dolls to Big Susan, Big Susan to her 
mother and father—and, if Susan’s 
elders are as good as they appear to 
be, we can infer still a higher 
Causality for them. 





Elementary Grades and 


Up 
My Book About God 


Julie Bedier (il. Louise Trevisan) 
(Sister Juliana, O.P., § Sister 
Giovanni, O.P.) Mae, $2.00 


This, ‘‘a first book for Catholie chil- 
dren’’ by two seasoned Maryknoll 
Sisters, indicates what actual ex- 
perience in apologetics can do 
towards revolutionizing catechetical 
literature for the young. Here is a 
book born of two missionaries’ reali- 
zation of the growing need for a 
practical approach to the doctrine of 
the Mystical Body. 

In simplest possible language and 
big colorful pictures, it presents basic 
considerations of brotherhood-under- 
God’s fatherhood to the young child. 
It also demonstrates most naturally 
how all men—even Mr. White the 
garbage collector—can help to con- 
serve and perpetuate the work of 
creation and so please God. They say 
that children are not congenitally 
snobbish—racially or otherwise; they 
only get that way from associating 
with their parents. This book—if it 
gets into the hands of enough chil- 
dren and parents—can do a great 
deal to banish hate from the world. 
As Sister Juliana states the case, ‘‘Z 
love all the people in the world, be- 
cause they are God’s children. I love 
all the people in the world, because 
God loves them.’’ What could be 
clearer ? 





Li Lun, Lad of Courage 
Carolyn Treffinger Ab, $2.50 
Extension: ‘‘. . . attractively illustrated 
story of a Chinese boy . . . beautifully writ- 
ten and inspirational aside from its educa- 
tional and cultural value.’’ 
Intermediate—F 





Gospel Rhymes. By Various Authors 

il. Jeanyee Wong S & W, $1.50 
Reprinting (and what reprinting !— 
a gem of book-making) of a 1934 eol- 
lection of some pleasant lyrical 
meditations on Seriptural texts, 
by some distinguished theologians, 
preachers and poets, among them 
Vincent McNabb, O.P., C. C. Martin- 
dale, S.J., Christopher Hollis, Maisie 
Ward, Marigold Hunt, Leonard Fee- 
ney, 8S.J., T. V. Nicholas (who edited 
the work and has a monopolistic 
share of entries)—all of whom have 
mastered the secret of Christlike sim- 
plicity to the extent that not only 
children but adults as well should 
profit by these moral-lessons in verse. 





Margaret Tarrant Nursery 
Rhyme Book 

Dutton, $1.00 
Collection of treasurable Mother 
Goose pictures by an English illustra- 
tor known and loved on both shores. 
Unsophisticated, full of animation, 
brilliantly outlined and warm toned 
—the sort of things that give a child 
lovely dreams and an adult a good 
ease of nostalgia. 





Amber Eyes 


Patsey Ellis & Aimee Torriani 
Grail, $1.25 


These tiny benevolent garden fairies 
teach fair play and consideration for 
others through love, not fear. Nothing 
more malevolent than thoughtlessness 
or heedlessness causes momentary 
worry or disappointment. Amends are 
quickly and graciously made, forgive- 
ness is prompt and complete—and 
happiness for all certain. Six inspir- 
ing and reassuring fairy tales for 
either the child too sensitive for An- 
derson’s stories—or the imaginative 
youngster at that apprehensive phase 
when Grim is far too grim. 
—Mary E. Carr 
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Introducing Winnie-the-Pooh 
The King’s Breakfast and Other 
Selections 
Sneezles and Other Selections 
Christopher Robin’s Old Sailor and 
Other Selections 

A, A, Milne (il. E. H. Shepard) 

Dutton, ea. 50¢ 

No child or grownup should be de- 
prived of the acquaintance of Chris- 
topher Robin and his precocious 


- teddy-bear ; since they first appeared, 


this experience has become almost 
essential equipment of the _ well- 
rounded, well-read citizen. These four 
samplings from the larger lore of 
Pooh and his friends and problems, 
together with certain of Christopher’s 
favorite stories and jingles, will do 
very well to rectify any above-hinted 
literary lapse, as well as to stand up 
in their own right, being attractive 
‘*flats’’ with good print and quaint 
illustrations, 

It is all very much nonsense, but 
like the best nonsense, it makes better 
sense than a lot of sensible writing. 
Milne’s precious gift of keeping the 
child’s-eye viewpoint serves not only 
to produce entertainment, but more 
importantly to point up the foolish- 
ness of many adults—which gives it 
its appeal for both children and 
adults. 





Peter and Patrick 

Dudley Morris Putnam, $1.50 
A minature Walter Mitty has a thrill- 
ing time imagining himself in varied 
roles and guises but always the hero 
with the spotlight of fame and for- 
tune bright upon him. It’s a perfect 
Pegasus to whisk other wide-eyed day- 
dreamers to that Elysian field labeled 
‘‘When I Grow Up’’—where they 
may try all swift-moving action 
packed occupations at least once, for 


size. 
—M.E.C. 





Jesus Shows Me the Way 
Rev. Geo. M. Dennerle & 

Sr. M. Magdela, S.N.D. 

(il. Ruth Ruhman) Bruce, $1.50 
Pleasant little book of Christian man- 
ners for youngest read-to children, 
with amazingly persuasive two-line 
verses and illustrations that collabo- 
rate to emphasize the virtues of the 
Boy Jesus and the related virtues 
that any little boy or girl can ac- 
quire. Drawings are delightful, ex- 
cept for one scene in which Our Lady 
looks more like a Hollywood sketch 
of Salome than the Mother of all 
Mankind. 


his life. 
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Easter Surprise 


Helen K. Rathbun (il. Vera Neville) 
Crowell, $1.5 


Until a good story reveals the valy 
of the rough diamond phrase, a 
adage is meaningless to youngster, 
Here’s a wholesome true-to-life fable 
with a heroine charming as her pie. 
tures, modern as the ten-cent stor 
where she shops—to demonstrate 
with calm fascination that not only 
is it more ‘‘blessed,’’ it’s more fun, 
to give than receive. The little girl 
plans to surprise Mother with Easter 
tulips and together with the young 
reader learns it takes self-denial t 
save nickels; and industry, patieng 
and faith to make hopes (and ty. 
lips) reach rewarding fulfillment, 
The omission of Bonnie Jo’s prayer 
is the only blank spot on the delight. 
ful portrait. 

(Review postponed from last 

year, but evergreen.—Ed.) 





The Cat That Jumped Out 
of the Story 


Ben Hecht (il. Peggy Bacon) 
Winston, $1.00 


Juvenile-writing must be very re 
warding. Witness this latest desertion 
—if temporary—from adult ranks... 
As for the book, it is slight, droll, and 
perhaps not too successful, by reason 
of the inconclusiveness of the ending. 
Children’s stories should end on 4 
definite chord, without too mae 
speculating about the fact that it is 
story. There are some subtle consid- 
erations to this one, which may 
trouble the young reader and giv 
his parents some bad moments. Some 
might question the implications of 
Catarinka’s devotion to ‘‘The Moo 
Mother.’’ Otherwise it is good fu, 
and Peggy Bacon’s artwork is as good 
as her best. 





The Man Under the Stairs 


Bro. Ernest, C. 8. C. 
(il. M. Istenes) Grail, $1.00 


Poetic contradiction in the life d 
enigmatic St. Alexis who served God 
by becoming anonymous, is an intr 
guing antidote for readers surfel 
with publicity-fevered characters de 
termined on flaming oblivion. Perhaps 
no book can fully explain the eccét 
tric saintly paradox, but this 
volume presents the thought provok- 
ing ‘Stranger-Than-Fiction’ facts af 


—Mary E. Carr 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @ RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


bers of our own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Admiral Halsey’s Story 
William F. Halsey ¢ 


J. Bryan Whittlesey, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘‘.. . the name Halsey is a syno- 
nym for success, courage, and daring... an 


interesting and, for the most part, factual 
account of the long and terrible war in the 
lonely Pacific. No punches are pulled .. . the 
Admiral says what he thinks . . . worth- 
while and welcome, . .’’ 

A—SAT 


The Alamo 

John Myers Dutton, $3.00 
Making allowance for a few secular stum- 
bles, this newspaperman’s story of the fam- 
ous Texas Mission, the characters involved 
in the siege, and the final battle, is a good 
readable performance. 

AWR 


The American Past 

Roger Butterfield S & 8, $10.00 
“A history of the U. S. from Concord to 
Hiroshima.’’ Sprightly writing by a former 
life editor, with 1000 pictures. Certain 
weaknesses do not detract too much from 
an interesting work. 

A—HS—SAT(WR) 


Babe Ruth 
Tom Meany Barnes, $2.75 
The Sign: **, . . Tom Meany, sports writer 
who traveled with the Yankees . . . makes 
one wish the book were much longer than 
one hundred and eighty pages. . .’’ 
A—HS—F 


Battle for the Hemisphere 

Edward Tomlinson Scribner, $3.50 
America: ‘‘, . . Mr. Tomlinson, a radio ana- 
lyst of Latin American affairs, has com- 
bined a diagnosis of Latin American ail- 
ments with a recommended therapeutic 
treatment... Communism... is strong in 
Latin America . . . by a careful concentra- 
tion on specific jobs and key persons, the 
Communists can wreck production in vital 
industries, many of which . . . would be es- 
sential to any future war effort of the 
United States . . . they get much popular 
support by posing as champions of national- 
lst causes . . . are especially active in labor 
movements . . . hemisphere-wide. . . 

Tomlinson seems even more concerned 
about danger from the Right . . . singles out 

¢ Peron Government of Argentina as the 
spearhead of the movement. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


A Book About a Thousand Things 
George Stimpson Harper, $3.50 

The Catholic World: ‘*. . . question and 

‘nswer form . . . combining literary allu- 

‘ons with factual statements .. . a treasury 

of odd and fascinating information.’ 
4A—HS—SAT 


School 


Objectionable 
mended 
Only 


Breaking New Ground 

Gifford Pinchot Harcourt, $5.00 
America: ‘*. . . the story of conservation of 
natural resources in the U. S. .. . fascinat- 
ing ... not merely as an account of the rise 
and growth of the conservation movement, 
but rather because of the insight it gives 
into the character and philosophy of that 
movement’s first leader. 

‘¢. . . Pinchot himself says, . .. ‘not a 
formal history ... as to nearly every state- 
ment ... you will have to take it or leave 
it on my say-so’.’’ 

A—SAT 


Button, Button 

Marion Bramball Doubleday, $2.00 
Worthless Crime Club selection. 

A—DM 


Came a Cavalier 
Frances Parkinson Keyes Messner, $3.00 

America: ‘*. . . Chief among its attractions 

are the truly admirable character of Con- 

stance in Part II, the unforgettable evoca- 

tion of the atmosphere of Normandy, and a 

well-balanced sense of moral values.’’ 
A—F 


Carey Thomas of Bryn Mawr 

Edith Finch Harper, $3.50 
America: ‘*Few biographies so carefully 
documented as this have so effectively com- 
bined fact and charm, .. Miss Finch 
avoids the two extremes of glorification and 
debunking in her study of the first woman 
president of Bryn Mawr... written with 
a loyalty which, if strong, is not partisan 

9? 

A—F 
The Cats of Wildcat Hill 

Wilson § Preston DS &P, $3.75 
Very good photographs, but, like the story 
of the penguins, more about cats than most 
people need, or want, to know. We can’t 
agree with the claim that this is a book no 


eat-lover will want to be without. 
A—SAT 


Colleges for Freedom 
Donald J. Cowling §& Carter Davidson 
Harper, $3.00 
America: ‘‘Subtitled .. . ‘A Study of Pur- 
poses, Practices and Needs,’ . .. by two 
presidents . . . of Protestant denominational 
colleges frankly accepts Christianity and 
democracy as the goals of liberal educa- 
tion... 

‘‘The most distinctive feature . . . the de- 
tailed description of Cowling and David- 
son’s ideal college (of 1,000 students) ... 
the number of faculty members . . . salaries 

. annual budget... endowment... and 
educational plant ... needed... 

‘*Por the college administrator . . . the 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent . 
C-I—Current Interest 
. TFA—Too Far Advanced . 
DM—Doubtful Merit . WR—With Reservations 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded 
DIS—Disapproved 

REV—Reviewed 
FIO—For Information Only. 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
A—For Adults 
Tu. 
O—Offensive or 
. REC—Recom- 
MSO—Mature Students 


most thought-provoking book we have seen 
in a very long time.’’ 
A—REC 


Community of the Free 

Yves R. Simon 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. .. urges... 
a pessimistic theory of progress. . . Expect- 
ing no absolute good from science or tech- 
nique, the Christian pessimist can nonethe- 
less expect and accept progress not only in 
technical things but in the moral con- 
sciences of just men . . . subtle, brilliant 
book . . . striking discussion of property 
in unusual terms and unexpected relation- 
ships . . . touchstone book to be read and 
remembered. ’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 117) 


The Condemned 
Jo Pagano P-H, $2.75 

Riley Hughes in The Commonweal: ‘‘... A 

sordid little murder has been committed 

stumblingly and with objective pity; a 

lynching follows. . . 
‘ 


Holt, $3.00 


‘. . . for strong stomachs . . . but it 
does not insult the mind.’’ 

AWE 
Confessions of an Un-Common 
Attorney 

Reginald L. Hine Mae, $4.00 


The Sign: ‘‘. . . In his rambling, scholarly 
autobiography he turns up innumerable in- 
stances in which the quaint, the incredible, 
and the joyous aspects of country law prac- 
tice are blended to provide his readers with 
a humorous and thoroughly absorbing in- 
sight into English methods, modes, and man- 
ners. . . 

‘It is disappointing . . . to find a man 
of such evidently fine intentions come close 
to Truth .. . then shy away from it (as) 


Hine does . . . in his chapters ‘Touching 
Upon Religion.’ ’’ 

AWR 
Continent in Limbo 

Edith Sulkin R& H, $3.00 


America: ‘*. . . there is little in this book 
to sustain any really vital conclusions about 
European polities or religion. Written prior 
to the announcement of the Marshall plan 

. some revision might appear warranted 


‘‘Bad as is the economic plight, the total 
loss of morale is worse. . . Some readers 
may find here much to support the Marshall 
plan, but others will conclude that Europeans 
are displaying a feeble interest in self- 


Continuity in Liberal Education: 
High School and College 
Stanford, $2.00 


America: ‘*. . . maintains the high standard 
set by the three earlier reports . . . should 
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be studied by all who are concerned with, 
or are interested in, liberal education. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


David Lilienthal, Public Servant in a 
Power Age 


Willson Whitman Holt, $3.00 


Highly adulatory biog. Atomic Energy Com- 
mission chairman, Should be read only with 
reservations. 

A—WR 


KEEP AMERICA FREE 


Decentralize for Liberty 
Thomas Hewes Dutton, $3.00 


America: ‘*. .. a clarion eall for vital in- 
dividual liberty . .. the return of the 
‘American way’: self-owned homes and 
business, wholesome families, growth of vil- 
lages and a check on ‘megalopoloi,’ asser- 
tion of local government and curtailment of 
Federal power. . . 

‘*. . . public enforcement of freedom by 
an Economie Court and Department may 
well coincide with the Industry Council of 
the papal encyclicals. So does Mr. Hewes’ 
suggestion that we have a third house of 
Congress, a consultative body without vote, 
representing all the socio-economic elements 
of the nation. . . 

‘*The author deserves praise for con- 
structing a well-thought-out plan. The book 
deserves the study of all interested in keep- 
ing the American free.’’ 

AWR 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


The Dry Wood 
Caryll Houselander S & W, $3.00 


Peter Michaels in Integrity: ‘*. . . Caryll 
Houselander’s gift . . . she can see Christ 
behind the smoke screen of our human sins 
and limitations. She can cut through the 
camouflage of secularism to show men as 
they really are .. . a book which is excel- 
lent throughout. . . I doubt if there can be 
found anywhere as good an analysis of the 
destitution of the modern Jew.’’ 


NATURALLY UNDESIRABLE 
Eagle at My Eyes 
Norman Katkov Doubleday, $2.75 


America: ‘‘From indications . . . intended 
as a controversial novel . . . intermarriage 
between Jews and Christians, but the dis- 
cussion slides off the religious plane .. . 
and falls into the stew of social prejudices 
. . . The essential defect . . . Joe is not a 
symbol of an unjustly persecuted people but 
merely a morally displaced person . . . posi- 
tive in his hatreds and negative in his loyal- 
ties. . . Hard-bitten without being mature, 
he is insulted and insulting .. . his opinion 
of women in general obscene. . . 

“Mr. Katkov ... uses pfofanity with 
studied casualness and frequently repeats 
offensive words with the doggedness of. a 
corrupt schoolboy who has just picked them 
up... has left a deplorable situation much 
as he found it, if not a bit worse.’’ 

A—DIS 


Eagle in the Sky 
F. van Wyck Mason Lipp, $3.00 


Interesting novel involving three adventure- 
some young doctors during our war for in- 
dependence beginning in 1780. Somewhat 
marred by naturalism. 

AWR 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


HIGHLIGHTS AMERICAN 
SPENDING 


Encyclopedia of Sports 

Frank G. Menke Barnes, $5.00 
This book was not written to feature 
American spending. Nevertheless, the light 
it casts on contemporary habits is worth 
thinking about. Americans spend on sports 
some 4000 millions of dollars a year. Motor- 
boating, fire-arms and golf account for 
about 500 millions each, and angling for 
about 1000 millions. 

The U. S. has over 4800 golf courses, as 
against 2500 for all the rest of the world. 
We have more than two million registered 
skiers—who spend about 200 millions a year 
on this sport. 

Almost any statistic can be found, and a 
wealth of history—tennis, football, archery, 
dog-racing, baseball—its complete and thor- 
ough. 

A—SAT 


The Face of Robert E. Lee in Life 
and in Legend 

Roy Meredith Scribner, $5.00 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . scores of 
camera studies, lithographs, and paintings 
of the General, accompanying them with 
comment which is both biography in little 
and historical detective work .. . here is, 
in the words of a contemporary, ‘the beau 
ideal of a Christian man’.’’ 

A—HS—F 


Fishers of Men 

Masence van der Meersch S & W, $3.00 
Integrity: ‘‘ For anyone not acquainted with 
this (Jocist) movement, no treatise can so 
clearly set forth its principles of realism, 
idealism, and action as does Fishers of Men 
. . . depicts with compassion and under- 
standing the struggles of a young French 
worker, who arose out of the sordidness of 
his life to lead a campaign for Christ .. . 
The book imparts a glorious sense of hope 
to man. . .’’ 

A-REC-REV (p. 149) 


DR. BRACELAND APPROVES 
400 Years of a Doctor's Life 

George Rosen, M.D., & Beate 

Caspari-Rosen, M.D. Schuman, $5.00 
F. J. Braceland in America: ‘‘. . . interest- 
esting volume . . . extracts culled from the 
many adventures in medical autobiography 
over the past four centuries. Actually ...a 
medical autobiographical reader . . . skill- 
fully done . . . a composite portrait of a 
physician. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


From the Land of Sheba 

ed. S. D. Goitein Schocken, $1.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . opens up a part of 
Jewry ... gives off sociological, religious 
and cultural sidelights that fascinate .. . 
should be read by anybody interested in 
‘interracial’ relations. . .’’ 

A-F 


LABOR THEORY 
Fundamentals of Labor Economics 

Friedrich Baerwald, LL.D. 

MeMullen, $4.00 

America: ‘‘. . . a service for both teacher 
and student of labor economics at the un- 
dergraduate level, ‘upper division.’ .. . 
textbook. . . 

‘¢. . . honestly elementary, without .. . 
overwhelming all-inclusiveness . . . has a 
systematic thoughtfulness which can never 
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be supplanted by a welter of concrete de 
tails... 

‘¢. . . written from a background of ¢op. 
siderable theoretical knowledge, historicg] 
consciousness and European experience, . ,”’ 

A—SAT 


Gandhi and Stalin 

Louis Fischer Harper, $2.50 
N. S. Timasheff in The Sign: ‘‘. . . one 
more book offering the American people 4 
plan for preventing a third world war, ., 
the solution . . . establish an international 
government, excepting the  dictatorially 
ruled countries. The author seems not to 
realize that, then, a majority in the world 
parliament could impose on the United 
States unbearable burdens . . . the book con. 
tains a number of excellent statements,’’ 

AWR 


Gandhi and Stalin: Two Signs at the 
World’s Crossroads 


Louis Fischer Harper, $2.50 
America: ‘*. . . a guided political world. 
tour by ... a well-informed foreign cor- 


not a ‘war- 
suggesting no military action 


respondent of good repute... 
monger’... 
) 


""A-SAT 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
The Great Rehearsal 

Carl Van Doren Viking, $3.75 
Great feat of creative historical scholarship 
and a document for every patriot’s library, 
this reconstruction from scraps of evidence 
of the 3-month session during which our 
Constitution was evolved. . . It will appeal 
to serious readers as a timely study of the 
greatest events in our country’s history, and 
will enlighten many as to how much goes 
on behind the scenes of which the public 
has no knowledge—just as is going on at 
present. Very much worth while. 

A—HS—F 


Hallowed Were the Gold Dust Trails 

Henry L. Walsh, 8S. J. Santa Clara, $5.00 
Useful contribution to California Annals, 
1850 to 1890, featuring the history of the 
Church. 559 pp., including 79 p. appendix. 

‘*. . . am amazing record of painstaking 
research and laborious physical and _intel- 
lectual labors to get the record exactly cor- 
rect and straight,’’ says Hon. Joseph Scott, 
Lawyer, Los Angeles. 

A—SAT 


Heritage of Freedom 

Frank Monaghan Princeton, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . texts and photographie re 
productions of the great documents, letters, 
and other papers of American History, pre 
sented with notes and explanations. The 
author . . . is historical consultant of the 
American Heritage Foundation . . . form 
erly on the faculty of Yale University . .- 
covers a wide and thrilling range of his 
tory from the days of Columbus to the pres 
ent time. . .’’ 

A—HS—REC 


The Hour of Spring 
Mary Deasy LB, $3.00 
Unobjectionable novel of Irish life. 
SAT—(WR) 


Humanist As Hero 


Theodore Maynard Mae, $3.00 


Joseph J. Reilly in The Catholic World: 
‘¢. |, Dr. Maynard has done nothing finer 
than this. . . It is sympathetic, authorite 
tive, and in the fullest sense satisfying.’’ 
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Robert Caponigri in The New York Times: 
‘«,,, presents another of his sensitive and 
accomplished portraits of the great figures 
of Catholicism. . . The tradition of More’s 
unfailing charm and humanity rests upon a 
solid basis of contemporary witness and is 
perpetuated in a rich body of anecdote. 
Maynard draws copiously on both these 
sources, and his study ... is both warm 
and full-bodied . . . also dwells upon More’s 
social and economic thought . . . (More) 
sensed and poignantly lamented the dissolu- 
tion of the Christian unity of Europe. And 
he saw clearly what many present-day cri- 
tics are coming to see only slowly that it is 
this dissolution . . . which is the radical 
malady of European culture. .. By making 
unmistakably clear More’s views, for which 
he laid down his life, Maynard insures a 
better appreciation of the true stature of 
the man.’’ 
A—HS—REC 


The Indefinite River 

Preston Schoyer D M, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*. .. significant 
novel, written with skill and understanding 
... the problem of China...’’ 

A—SAT 


The Indians of the Americas 

John Collier Norton, $3.75 
E. V. R. Wyatt in The Commonweal: ‘‘... 
The forgotten man in the United States to- 
day is certainly the Indian. Of the million 
who ranged our land in the 15th century, 
there remain less than 400,000. . . 

‘Bitter as is Mr. Collier against the 
Spanish Conquistadores, he emphasizes the 
fact that the Spanish law of the Indies, as 
created by the Vatican and incorporated by 
the Spanish Crown, recognized the equality 
of the Indian with the European in the 
eyes of God and abolished slavery—on the 
books—in 1548... 

‘*Mr. Collier . . . a U. 8. Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs for twelve years... as a 
sociologist has a proclivity to technical 
verbiage; as an anthropologist, he sees no 
need for Christian missionaries; but his 
heart is with his Indian friend. . .’’ 

AWR 


Intercultural Attitudes in the Making 

ed. William Heard Kilpatrick ¢ 

William Van Til Harper, $3.00 
America: ‘*, . . disturbed by the persistence 
of intergroup tension in American life, the 
two editors and their nine collaborators de- 
cided upon a publication of practical value 
—one that would draw heavily upon the 
day-by-day working experiences of teachers 
and social workers . . . has many excellent 
features and merits a wide audience. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Juarez and His Mexico 

Ralph Roeder Viking, $10.00 
Peter Masten Dunne, 8.J., in America: 
‘‘... able versatility ... a biography... 
begins with independence itself, when Juarez 
was but a child, and carries through to the 
dictatorship of Diaz after the hero had 


*.., Roeder deftly analyzes the national 
disease both in his interpretation of events 
and in his fine delineation of character. . . 
Those who know not Mexico’s history may 
charge the author with . . . defects .. . the 
historian will hardly aceuse the writer of 
exaggeration. . . Let not pious partisans be- 
‘ome wrathful over statements on the mono- 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


AGE OF MEDIOCRITY 


Rev. Richard Ginder in Our Sunday 
Visitor: 

‘‘There are those who insist that 
the United States is in a bad way... 
jim-ecrowism, low wages . . . in various 
industries and . . sections . . . rotten 
polities .. . graft, corruption, and 
bribery. 

‘‘They think the country is in a 
mess, mostly, they say by some somer- 
sault of logic, through economic lib- 
eralism, free enterprise, and our old 
American privilege, open to every 
citizen, of getting rich. . . 

‘‘There are more than a few people, 
myself included, who think that the 
United States, as she now stands, is in 
fair shape and altogetther a pretty 
grand old country. . . 


‘*.. . if there’s a miner or a cotton- 
picker or an okie who feels that he is 
underpaid, he can walk off his job 
tomorrow and try his luck in some 
other line. Let’s not forget, too, that 
there are a lot of people very willing 
to pass the buck in the matter of their 
own shortcomings. It’s not their fault 
if they’re not a foreman or a super- 
intendent. Oh, not—it’s the fault of 
the system! ... that’s what a vocifer- 
ous minority are forever chanting. 
And we have a group in this country 
who want to cure the patient by cut- 
ting off his head. . .’’ 





poly of the clergy, the greed of curates, and 
superstition sometimes blended with reli- 
gion. Such statements do not mean that the 
author is prejudiced; they only signify that 
he is accurate and true. . .’’ 

AWR 


Labor Relations and Human Relations 
Benjamin M. Selekman 


McGraw-Hill, $3.00 . 


The Sign: ‘*. . . a psychological approach 
to the motives of the principal actors in the 
industrial melodrama . . . management lead- 
er, the union leader, and the worker... 
Conerete examples sketch the pitfalls and 
the successes in the development of mature 


leaders of management and labor ...a 
sorely needed contribution. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


Latin America, an Historical Study 
John Francis Bannon, S.J. & Peter 
Masten Dunne, S.J. Bruce, $6.50 

The Sign: ‘*. . . Intended as a history text 

. aside from classroom value . . . looms 
as an important achievement. It fills a gap 
»? 


The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . intended for col- 
lege classrooms, it does not pass as a work 
of creative scholarship. An attempt has been 
made, however, to ‘bring the best research 
into student focus.’ ’’ 

A—SAT 


259 


Laughing With Congress 

Hon. Alexander Wiley Crown, $3.00 
R. I. Pihalo, S.J., in Catholic Review Serv- 
ice: ‘*. . . a collection of political jokes .. . 
the lighter side of Congress. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 

The Letters of Pope Celestine VI 
Giovanni Papini Dutton, $3.00 

Reviewed last month—for discriminating 

readers. Consensus of other reviews seems to 

be that the errors and objections more than 

offset the good points. 


America: ‘*, . . exhortations . . . in the 
form of letters which he imagines might 
have been written by a Pope in times simi- 
lar to the present . . . he flays the vices 
that have made beasts of men and that 
threaten to wreck the world ... a daring 
idea to imagine himself surveying the world 
from the lofty eminence of the Papacy... 
it need cause no surprise that at times 
Papini fails to sound the proper note, since 
with all his good will he lacks the special 
graces that go with that sublime office. . . 
AWR—REV (p. 189) 


Lewis and Clark: Partners in 


Discovery 
John Bakeless Morrow, $5.00 
America: ‘*. . . a biography of these two 


famous Americans, not merely an account 
of the expedition sent out in 1804. . . 
‘¢. . . built on very sober and painstaking 


research, . . ‘‘The journey itself was packed 
with thrills and adventure.’’ 

A—HS—SAT 
Liberia 

Charles Morrow Wilson Sloane, $3.75 
The Sign: ‘*. . . fascinating details about 


the people of present-day Liberia... He... 
wants to focus attention upon Liberia as ‘a 
laboratory for democracy in one of the last 
frontiers of the earth.’ ’’ 

A—SAT 


A Light in the Window 
Mary Roberts Rinehart Rinehart, $2.75 
A—U (review to follow) 


The Light and the Dark 
C. P. Snow 
A—U (review to follow) 


Mae, $3.00 


Lions and Shadows 

Christopher Isherwood 

New Directions, $3.00 

The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . a partly fictional- 
ized account of how a would-be writer actu- 
ally has become one . . . autobiographically 
interesting in its way, expressing in reck- 
lessly transparent symbols the fears, expos- 
tulations and quandaries of two self-ab- 
sorbed, embattled young men. . . has occa- 
sional lively and ironic insights .. .’’ 

AWR 


The Making of Yesterday 

Raoul de Sales R & H, $4.50 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . wartime 
journals . . . collateral descendant of St. 
Francis de Sales . . . will rank high among 
the books devoted to the war years... 
frank, sometimes caustic opinions. . .’’ 

A—SAT 





260 


The Man on Joss Stick Alley 


James E. Walsh, M.M. LG, $2.75 
Mission Digest: ‘‘. . . gives an idea of the 
development of the mission spirit in the 
United States . . . a new and revised edi- 
tion of Bishop Walsh’s earlier Life of 
Father McShane . . . an Indiana lad who 
lived the normal, happy boyhood of the 
American Catholic boy ... went to a paro- 
chial school and a Catholic college . . 
found that he had a vocation . . . became 
one of Maryknoll’s six original students... 
became an exemplary missioner . . . ap- 
pointed to . . . a town in south China . 
when he died ten years later . . . over two 
thousand baptised babies had preceded him 
into the next world. . .’’ 

A—HS—F 


WORLD ORGANIZATION OR 
ANNIHILATION 


Man’‘s Last Choice 


E. M. Friedwald Viking, $2.00 


America: ‘*, . . picturing clearly the ter- 
rible, almost unimaginable results of an 
atomic war ... lucid . . . wholesome con- 
tribution. . . 

‘‘His proposals. . . We must recognize 
that nationalism is an outmoded concept, 
and build a world organization. . . If Rus- 
sia resists . . . a start should be made with- 
out her, meanwhile producing ‘the most ef- 
fective atomic weapons’ .. . In the face 
of such a show of strength, he feels, Rus- 
sia would reconsider her attitude and ulti- 
mately join in the federation of nations 

9) 


’ "A—F (WR) 


A Moment of Need 
Murdo Coombs (pseud.) 


Adult detective. Fair. 
AWR 


Dutton, $2.50 


Natchez on the Mississippi 


Harnett T. Kane Morrow, $4.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. .. Kane... is 


recognized today as one of the most popu- 
lar writers and leading authorities on the 
South . . . His latest book . . . will cer- 
tainly add to his reputation. . .’’ 

A—F (REV—-». 168) 


ASIA 


New Cycle in Asia 
ed. Harold R. Isaacs Mae, $3.00 


America: ‘*. .. a carefully selected collec- 
tion of outstanding documents on major in- 
ternational developments in the Far East, 
1943-47 . . . treaties, declarations of policy, 
reports and agreements . . . supplemented 
with adequate notes supplied by Mr. Isaacs, 
a foreign correspondent recently returned 
from several years in the Orient and author 
of the hardhitting No Peace for Asia... 
‘*. . . an attitude of complete objectiv- 
ity . . .a most worthwhile reference book 
9? 


" “A—SAT 


LITERARY GUILD 


Nothing So Strange 

James Hilton LB, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . an undistin- 
guished variation on ‘boy meets girl,’ slick- 
magazine style.’’ 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


One Fine Day 
Mollie Panter-Downes LB, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . no 
more than a trifle, but a painstakingly 
wrought, fine-faceted, and heartening trifle 
- in England after the war, it tells of 
one woman’s acceptance of, and adaption to, 
change . . . nothing decisive and dramatic 
happens, but much of significance is quiet- 
ly uncovered and subtly pointed up... 
solid substance (but) .. . almost devoid of 


genuinely spiritual insight and comment.’’ 
AWR 


The Overland Trail 

Jay Monaghan Bobbs, $3.75 
Author, State Historian of Illinois, has done 
a very fine job in this readable, highly in- 
teresting story of the westward movements 


over the many trails. 
A—HS—REC 


Plant Me Now 
Miriam Hagen 
Crime Club... 


time? 
A—DM 


Doubleday, $2.00 


jargon . .. why waste 


Paul 
Edgar J. Goodspeed Winston, $2.50 
Extension: ‘‘. . . Our Lord tells that when 
the blind lead the blind they both fall into 
the ditch. Dr. Goodspeed has followed his 
liberal Protestant teachers and has fallen 
into the error of exalting St. Paul at the 
expense of St. Peter and St. Luke... 
Catholics will wisely ignore this cheap write- 
up and turn to such books as ‘St. Paul, 
Apostle and Martyr’ by Ignino Giordani 

9? 


'" 4A—DIS 


Peace or Anarchy 
Cord Meyer, Jr. L B, $2.50 


Riley Hughes in Colwmbia: ‘‘. . . sees mod- 
ern man as ‘both the citizen of a national 
government and a denizen in the jungle of 
international anarchy.’ With ruthless logic 
he cuts through the ‘paradox of prepared- 
ness’ for atomic warfare to the most rea- 
sonable program I have yet seen for world 
government and a world police force... 
presents a powerful argument and pro- 
gram.’’ 
A—SAT 


Book Club Stratagems 


Nearly every day we get requests for ad- 
vice as to whether the books offered by a 
certain book club for $1.00 are really good 
books. I was mulling over the question as 
to how much we could afford in the way of 
expense in answering such letters—not one 
out of 50 enclose a postage stamp—when I 
came across the following in The Saturday 
Review of Literature: 


‘‘The feverish devices of some of the 
lesser book clubs to drum up trade recall 
the stratagem of a clothing manufacturer 
described by the late Montague Glass. The 
merchant was stuck with a huge inventory 
of fur-lined coats in a style suddenly gone 
out of fashion. He billed twenty of his best 
accounts with a dozen each of the coats, 
and then delivered them thirteen, relying 
upon their cupidity to make the shipments 
stick. He underestimated the resourceful- 
ness of his buyers, however. Every one of 
them returned twelve coats for credit. . .’’ 
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Polish Folk Tales 

trans. Lucia Merecka Borski 

(il. Erica Gorecka-Egan) S & W,-$2.00 
John 8. Kennedy in The Catholic Trap. 
script: **. .. has many strands of inno. 
cence and pleasant fantasy in the fabrie of 
its contents but ... sharp realism, also. , . 
A strain of sadness is detectible . . . one 
about Poverty and Misery which draws pre. 
cisely the distinction between the two that 
Leon Bloy was to keep reiterating in his 
work. .. beautiful, handsomely designed . , , 
and memorably illustrated.’’ 

Intermediate §& Up—F 


Pontiac and the Indian Uprising 

Howard H. Peckham Princeton, $2.50 
America: ‘‘, . . Pontiac and the thing he 
did—or tried to do—have received .. . final 
and complete portrayal. It is not likely that 
anyone else will add any details of impor. 
tance to the story... 

‘*A mild exception might be taken to the 
employment of the word ‘‘ proselytizing”’ in 
reference to the Catholic missionaries’ work 

9? 


""4—SAT 


The Precious Secret 

Fulton Oursler Winston, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . Fulton Oursler, 
senior editor of Reader’s Digest, erstwhile 
editor of Liberty Magazine, and author ofa 
score of books. .. Using the deductive meth- 
od ... proves the practicability of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, ‘the essential sanctity of the 
human personality.’ 

‘«. . . not a profound book in the same 
sense that Human Destiny is profound, but 
it does present to the common man tangible 
methods for going about the business of 
living with his fellows . .. a book of Faith, 
of Hope and above all of Charity . . . inter 
est is sustained throughout. and the reader 
should feel a definite elation. . .’’ 

A—HS—F(WR)—REV (p. 159) 


DANGEROUS POWER 
Presidential Government in the 
United States 

C. Perry Patterson Chapel Hill, $3.75 
Robert C. Hartnett in America: ‘‘. . . pro 
fessor of Political Science at the University 
of Texas, advances a well-worked-out thesis 
that the President has succeeded in absorb 
ing a dangerous amount of political power 
at the expense of Congress and the Federal 
Judiciary. .. 

‘¢. .. the President has become the master 
of his political party. This mastery he has 
used to dominate Congress ... The Supreme 
Court . . . has fallen into the hands of the 
President through his power of appoint 
ment. . . 

‘¢. . . the characteristic features of the 
American constitutional system .. . have 
all been broken down by the forward 
march of the unwritten constitution in the 
direction of Presidential government . .- 
The author shows great competence in deal: 
ing with the constitutional prerogatives. . - 
He would set up .. . a congressional cab- 
inet. Congress would reduce the heads of 
the Executive Departments to administrative 
officers . . . would replace. them as, policy: 
makers . . . would choose a Prime Minister 
from its own membership to head the cab 
inet. .. 

‘¢. | , this innovation might reduce th 
conflict between the Executive and the Leg 
islature. . . . The proposal is original . -: 
and ... deserves careful study.’’ 
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RACIAL PROBLEMS 
Race and Nationality as Factors in 
American Life 

Henry Pratt Fairchild Ronald, $3.00 
America: ‘*. . . weighs many current ideas 
about race and nationality . .. great con- 
cern . . - With the practical and possih'e, 
and a good deal of commonsense tlink- 


fi ... has not too much faith in leginla- 
tin. .. A serious defect in the book is its 
approach to religion. Dr. Fairchild apvears 
to regard the differences and tensions be- 
tween religious groups as an argument for 
abolishing creeds and dogmas. . .’’ 

AWE 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH-CLUB 
Raintree County 

Ross Lockridge, Jr. H M, $3.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘‘. .. a pretty sorry performance... 
it takes up vital, basic questions. . . But 
does not answer any of them. . . The benign 
nihilism implicit in the work will surely 
seep into the minds and hearts of the un- 
wary. 

“ .. in large part a riot of sexuality. .. 
In many passages .. . obscene... 

‘Tt is not often that one can say that for 
most readers a novel is an occasion of sin; 
I think that in the present case it is true... 

‘«.,. the writing ... has been fantastic- 
ally overpraised. . . Altogether apart from 
the eroticism of this novel, its writing is, in 
avery precise and damning sense, vulgar... 
A film of cheapness lies over the whole... in 
the philosophizing, in the smut, in the bom- 
bast, in the torrent of coincidences. . .’’ 
Saturday Review of Literature: ‘‘. . . We 
are to understand, both from his erotic ex- 
periences and from comments by the ‘Per- 
fessor’ and others, that life in America is 
an uneasy union of public decorum and pri- 
vate paganism . . . never was there a book 
in which nakedness was so persistently em- 
ployed as a symbol of emotional longing. .. 
The book is full-blooded, it has gusto, rib- 
aldry, vision, beauty, and narrative skill. It 
is also repetitious, overly ‘organized,’ remi- 
niseent of a variety of predecessors, ‘litera- 
ty’ in the wrong sense. . .’” 

A—DIS—REV (p. 201) 


SOCIAL WORKER 
Red Wine First 

Nedra Tyre S &S8, $2.75 
America: ‘*, . . its realism is painful... its 
characters sometimes speak in terms brutal 
and blasphemous. . . 
_ ‘*,, . twenty-six short pieces based on the 
information given to a social worker by per- 
sons applying for public assistance . . . from 
a Christian viewpoint it sharpens the vision 
of anyone who would try earnestly to love 
o Fm for his brethren in Christ. . .’’ 


The Reprieve 

Jean-Paul Sartre Knopf, $3.00 
Second volume in existentialism. Interesting 
only as a case-history exhibit of this au- 
thor’s indefensible wanderings. 

A—DIS 


The Rise of the Spanish American 
pire 
Salvador de Madariaga Mae, $5.00 
eter Masten Dunne in America: ‘‘. . . this 
book which touches the peak of the author’s 
learning and analytic ability . . . is a his- 
tory... but, more, it is an interpretation 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Philip Murray, who can work himself 
into a fine frenzy about France, has 
still to make a ringing condemnation of 
Stalin or Molotov or Vishinsky. He 
makes his big guns boom in an attack 
on the Taft-Hartley Law but I have 
seen no equally devastating assault of 
his upon Russia's treatment of the la- 
boring man. 

—From an editorial in 
“The Catholic World” 





and therefore also a refutation... 

«¢. , . the Black Legend . . . still lives; 
but Madariaga has dealt it a staggering 
blow. . . The author leads in witnesses of un- 
questionable veracity . . . his serenity in the 
presentation of these sources and in his com- 
ments upon them speak of the quiet confi- 


dence of his thought . . . his objective verae- 
ity cannot be confuted. . . 
‘*Tn one or two spots . . . author stumbles 


into the pitfall of special pleading and fails 
to see the question whole. . .’’ 
A—F(WR)—REV (p. 196) 


Rocky Road to Dublin 

Seumas MacManus D-A, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘... delighting literacies of 
beauty and humor and revelation of rare 
Christian quality . . . in revealing him- 
self . . . the author has revealed much that 
is temperamentally true of the endearing 
Gael—a melancholy which is part merri- 
ment, material poverty and spiritual wealth, 
a sense of humor and... of romance... a 
life which might be mired in a ditch but 
which can still look up and behold a star.’’ 

A—HS—REC—REV (p. 167) 


Running Waters 

Covelle Newcomb DM, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘‘. . . primarily for teen-agers, but 
..-ean be pleasantly and profitably read by 
any adult . .. no scaling down of the sub- 
ject, no attempt to write in some elementary 
manner allegedly acceptable to the young 
. . . makes the most of a fascinating sub- 
ject and has produced a book as engaging 
as it is inspiring . many excellent illus- 
trations by Addison Burbank, the author’s 
husband. . .’’ 

A—HS—REC—REVD (p. 150) 


The Sea and the States 

Samuel W. Bryant Crowell, $5.00 
Beginning with the early explorers, Mr. 
Bryant proceeds to analyze the influence of 
the sea on the development of the nation. 
The work of the navy in the War of 1812 
is studied—also the Civil War and World 
Wars I and II—and the Atomic Bomb. . . 

First of a new series—‘‘The Growth of 
America’? — comparable to such others as 
the river series, lake series, and so on. Very 
fine start. 

A—HS—F 


Shirt-Sleeve Diplomat 

Josephus Daniels Chapel Hill, $5.00 
James A. Magner in The Sign: ‘‘. . . the 
career .. . 1933-42, when he was Ambassa- 
dor of the United States to Mexico... no 
fair person can deny that he was a keen 
observer and conducted himself in a consi- 
derate spirit throughout .. . a faithful pic- 
ture of Roosevelt’s policies .. . a most read- 
able collection of Ambassador Daniel’s per- 
sonal reflections. . .’’ ' 

A—SAT 
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PRO-COMMUNIST 
The Silent People Speak 
Robert St. John Doubleday, $4.00 
Saturday Review of Literature: ‘‘. . . his 


conclusions, all of which he had to reach 
through the aid of interpreters. Mr. St. 
John has emerged from Tito’s Yugoslavia 
an enthusiastic supporter of the regime... 
The unwary reader is left to wonder why 
so benevolent a regime has aroused the dis- 
like of the United States. . . St. John also 
shows the usual ignorance of the Balkan 
background, without which any understand- 
ing of present-day Yugoslavia is impossi- 


ble . . . ‘*superficiality and pro-Comnfunist 
bias. . .’’ 
A—U 


So Dear to My Heart 

Sterling North Doubleday, $2.75 
Fortunata Calari in America: ‘‘. . . the 
most delightful feature of the book is the 
eandid manner in which Granny talks to and 
about the Lord God Almighty, interpreting 
His will to her own complete satisfaction, 
and quoting Scripture shamelessly either for 
or against her purpose. . .’’ 

A—HS—F 


Spearhead 
ed. James Laughlin 

New Directions, $5.00 
Time: ‘‘. . . James Laughlin IV, rebellious 
great-grandson of the co-founder of Jones 
& Laughlin Steel, has subsidized a publish- 
ing house (New Directions) that has scorned 
the usual commercial limitations of the U.S. 
book business. Ready to face financial 
losses, Laughlin has put out cheap reprints 
of modern classics. . . Now Publisher 
Laughlin has pieced and pasted together a 
decade’s representative pieces from his ex- 
perimenters. . . 

‘¢. .. For most... contributors .. . ex- 
perimentalism has become an end in itself, 
a sort of perpetual and meaningless joy 
vide. . .”* 

AWR 


Stop Killing Dragons 

George L. Krock, M.M. MeMullen, $2.00 
Extension: ‘‘. . . To counteract the impres- 
sion that China is one long succession of 
opium dens or worse . . . a heart-warming 
account of men and women he has met... 
as a Maryknoll missionary . . . humorous and 
charming . . . one more step in the right di- 
rection. ’’ 

A—HS—F 


The Sugarplum Staircase 
Richard English 

Average or below Mystery. 
A—DM 


S & S, $2.00 


Tales from Ireland 

Gerard Murphy (il. Seamus MacNeill) 

Desmond & Stapleton, $2.50 

John 8S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*, .. strangely compound of the 
hard facts of life as the poor know it and 
shining wonders. . . The preternatural is al- 
ways in the background, frequently in the 
foreground. . . A strain of cynicism runs 
through them, for all their naivete. Cruelty 
is often encountered, and the macabre, tov. 
There are Christian touches, but not a 
Christian mainstream. . .’’ 

A—HS(WR)—F 
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FOR EARLY SPRING, 1948 


THE NEWMAN BOOKSHOP 


offers the following 


TWELVE AND AFTER 


A Book of Teacher’s Material for the 
Religious Instruction of Older Chil- 
dren 


By Rev. F. H, Drinkwater 


Catechetical material arranged for teach- 
ers of children aged twelve and over. The 
material is broken up not into lessons but 
into subject-sections leaving the teacher to 
arrange the actual lessons herself. Many 
Seripture references are given. Contents: 
The Soul and its Supernatural Life—Ad- 
vent and Christmas, The Incarnation—Lent 
—The Passion—Devotion to our Lady and 
St. Joseph—Eastertide—Pentecost—Public 
Life of our Lord—The Church and Its De- 
velopment — The Mass — Confession — The 
Blessed Sacrament. 

$2.25 


MY MASS 


By J. Putz, SJ. 


‘*Written to show all students of the 
Mass the personal part they should play in 
offering the Holy Sacrifice. The volume 
should prove a valuable handbook for the 
use of teachers of the elementary grades 
and a satisfactory text for study club. Part 
II outlines one of the best psychological 
approaches to the teaching of Holy Mass 
with which we are familiar.’’—Journal of 
Religious Instruction. Paper $1.50 


Cloth $2.50 


A RETREAT WITH ST. THERESE 
By Pere Liagre, C.S.Sp. 


‘‘This book contains the very essence 
of the Little Flower’s teaching expressed 
in the simplest manner possible and is 
therefore excellent material either for our 
own meditation or for teaching the Little 
Way to others.’’—Father Vernon Johnson. 


Cloth $2.00 Paper $1.00 


SALT OF THE EARTH 


By Rev. 8. M. Shaw 


‘* All priests will find it apt spiritual read- 
ing. There are of course the classic books 
for priests: Father Shaw alludes to Cardi- 
nal Manning’s: but his own deserves a place 
alongside those of Canon Keating and 
Bishop Ward.’’—The Month. 

$2.75 


At your bookstore or from 


THE NEWMAN BOOKSHOP 


Catholic Publishers and Booksellers 
Westminster, Maryland 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


That Winter 

Merle Miller Sloane, $3.00 
America: ‘‘... contains a considerable 
amount of drinking . . . a realistic approach 
to the modern world, a vague, desperate 
idealism for saving it, and a sincerity that 
is all to the good... 

‘*Peter and Lew, and many of their com- 
panions, are trying to love man, which in- 
diecates an unrecognized love of God. Until 
they do recognize it, they will continuc to 
lose their way.’’ 

AWR 


BIG MONEY AND THE PRESS 
1000 Americans 

George Seldes Boni & Gaer, $3.00 
Saturday Review of Literature: ‘‘. . . re- 
states his favorite theme . . . that most of 
the ills of the world would be solved, or at 
least abated, if the United States had 
‘free and honest’ newspapers and maga- 
zines . . . a good theme, but others have 
stated it more ably, accurately, and effec- 
tively. . . Seldes devotes much space . . . to 
magazines ... his theme is the ‘ powerful 
participation’ of the House of Morgan in 
their ownership and control. According to 
Seldes, every big magazine in the United 
States, with the exception of The Reader’s 
Digest and Look, is owned or controlled or 
affiliated with the biggest business interests 
of the nation, including . . . Morgan and 
NAM ... asserts that ‘money is woven into 
the pages of Life, Time, Fortune, The Sat- 
urday Evening Post, Newsweek, and all the 
rest of the big magazines’... even takes a 
poke at The Saturday Review of Literature, 
on which, he says, Thomas Lamont, of the 
House of Morgan, lost money. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Three Generations 

Katherine Burton L G, $3.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
seript: ‘*. . . strictly factual . . . has a pro- 
fusion of the elements, and skillfully pre- 
sented too, which make the American his- 
torical novel so perennially salable . . . pre- 
sented straight and to excellent effect... 
covers about a century of American his- 
tory ...a story as fascinating as it is rich 
and significant . . . contains, in a most strik- 
ing way, all the elements of the making and 
the growth of America. . .’’ 

A—HS—F 


TRADE UNIONISM 
Union-Management Cooperation 

Kurt Braun Brookings, $3.00 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: ‘‘In 1919, 
the clothing industry accounted for three- 
fourths of all the time lost through strikes 
in New York State. In 1946 .. . only one 
per cent... From collective bargaining over 
wages, hours and working conditions, unions 
and employers have progressed to a form of 
cooperation that is almost unique in Ameri- 
ean industry. The nature of this experiment 
in twentieth-century industrial relations is 
the subject of this timely book. . . Can 
labor-management cooperation in the cloth- 
ing industry . .. serve as an example to 
workers and employers in other industries? 
.. . the author rightly holds that it can be 
imitated. . . He doubts, however, whether 
the scope of labor-management cooperation 
in the needle trades can provide an exact 
model for other industries . . . an important 
book. . .’’ 
A—SAT 
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A View of the Harbour 

Elizabeth Taylor Knopf, $3.00 
John W. Spargo in the Chicago Tribune. 
‘«. . , unimportant, unamusing and unre. 
warding. . . Insipid, spineless, dull, hopel 
listless, unambitious, the people in the book 
have nothing to recommend them . . . ther 
is little of (plot) and that little is unin. 
"s . . The book has a merciful brey. 
ere 


The Wayward Pressman 

A, J. Liebling Doubleday, $2.95 
Riley Hughes in Columbia: ‘‘. . . murder. 
ous account of travel reporting as it fune. 


tions on the New York Sun . . . obit op 
sports writers . . . his survey of Philadel. 
phia papers ... all good .. . a lapse of 


taste here and there . . . highly literate and 
articulate worm’s eye view of a responsible 
and undervalued profession. ’’ 

AWR 


Whistle Daughter Whistle 

Herbert Best Mae, $3.50 
Extension: ‘*, . . novel . . . upstate New 
York in the early nineteenth century ... 
Grandma ... unconvential . . . earthy... 
outspoken and vulgar... an _ otherwise 
wholesome story .. . spoiled for the reader 
who is discriminating about his mental 
fare.’ 

AWR 


The Wild Sweet Witch 

Philip Woodruff HB, $3.00 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “.., 
sentimental fugue on the consequences of 
original sin . .. but not a novel. . . there 
are excellent moments. . . But he has not yet 
mastered composition, and his power of se- 


lection is weak. . .’’ 
AWR 


The Years of the Pilgrimage 
Kenneth S. Davis .. Doubleday, $3.00 
A—DIS 


SECRET AMBITION 


“. .» he is the only person whom ! 
have ever met who has accomplished a 
feat which I have hitherto considered 
impossible—that of underrating the in- 
telligence of intellectuals.” 

—From “With Love, Peter,” 
by Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 


Literature: The Channel of Culture 
Francis X. Connolly HB, $4.00 
Richard Price in America: ‘*. . . It is the 
aim of Mr. Connolly to relate literature to 
life, to history, and to the personal destiny 
of the student . . . the selections are also 
aimed at making literature possess reality 
. really excellent, and should prove popt 


lar as well as useful.’’ 
A—F 


Sharps and Flats in Five Decades 

Father Finn, C.S.P. Harper, $3.75 
America: ‘‘. . . the autobiography of the 
Paulist Father Finn . . . founder and cot 
ductor of the famous boys’ choirs . . . @ Very 
delightful tale . . . Father Finn has enjoyed 
a full life of adventure in his chosen fid 
Every page is interesting, often very amut 
ing. ..”’ 

A—REC 
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March, 1948 


For Teen-Agers 
--- and Up 


Extension magazine for February 
has an article of excellent advice bad- 
ly needed in this confused day. Wal- 
ter P. Carroll’s words are addressed 
to teen-agers, but every day one 
meets supposed grown-ups who have 
never learned the lessons he teaches. 

Mr. Carroll is a business man of 
character and attainments. A_ suc- 
eessful business man. And while cer- 
tain agitators and dismal thinkers 
have succeeded to an extent in con- 
vincing both many teen-agers and 
grown-ups that there is something 
vile or tained about either ‘‘suecess’’ 
or ‘‘business’’, Mr. Carroll is speak- 
ing with the wisdom that comes only 
through experience, plus a sound re- 
ligious training. Says Mr. Carroll: 

First—your success will depend on 
you [if this remains America]. Work 
hard. Do it first . . . you must be able 
todo what the next man does and do 
it better, Pursue the channels where 
others fall down. 








BOOKS ON TRIAL 


For example, grammar is being 
neglected, disregarded by the crowd. 
Sharpen up on yours. 


A man who runs a business must 
love it. It should be something that 
affords you a vacation when you relax 
with it, not when you get away from 
it. 

The formula for suecess is HARD 
WORK. 


There’s a general laxity that leads 
teen-agers to believe they have no re- 
sponsibility toward their jobs. The 
result . . . they’re doing as little as 
possible for the most they can get . . 
which does not add up to good sense 
... try to comprehend what’s coming. 


You’ll see business slide back to 
normal. Then the slouchers, the do- 
nothings who have been getting by 
because help is scarce will be weeded 
out. The real workers will be ad- 
vanced. 


When you start out for a job, for- 
get the thoughts about what a college 
education owes you. Starting at the 
bottom gives a better understanding, 





DESMOND and STAPLETON 
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and tests your aggressiveness. 

Never say ‘‘can’t’’, Make each job 
appear easy and it will be easy. Peo- 
ple who impress others with the hard- 
ness of their jobs soon become over- 
burdened by them, themselves. 





The Nature of the Liberal Arts 
John E. Wise, S8.J., Ph.D. Bruce, $3.50 


America: ‘*. . . disarming in its modest, 
simple statements, set down almost dispar- 
ately, but distilled from a wealth of read- 
ing and fine analysis. . . The historical scope 
is vast . . . three subsequent chapters on 
Formal Training, Propaedeutic, and Con- 
tent of the Liberal Arts. A final chapter on 
Forecast and Retrospect . . . so compendi- 
ous that it might well serve as a manual for 
students in preparing further work. . .’’ 


Return to Poetry 

ed. John Gilland Brunini, Francis X. 

Connolly, J. G. E. Hopkins 
MeMullen, $3.50 

These critical essays reprinted from Spirit 
deserve the highest praise. Spirit is the 
journal of the Catholic Poetry Society of 
America. Nearly 30 contributors are in- 
cluded. 

A—F 

















es 


Tales From Ireland 


Retold by Gerard Murphy 
Illustrations by Seamus MacNeill 


Ireland is the last country of the Western World 
where folk tales still live on the lips of the people. 
Here is a new collection of these stories that will 
exert a triple appeal. They are told with the clear 
magic and ease that children demand, the narrative 
firmness and wit that hold the adult, and the authen- 
ticity that attracts the scholar. $2.50 


The Sacrifice We Offer 


by Hubert McEvoy, S.J. 
Photographs by Edward Drummond Young 


“Not just another book on the Mass, but the best 
effort yet at a step-by-step explanation. Doctrine and 
love and prayer are all here in right proportion; 
numerous liturgical gems in the shape of collects, 
etc....in a new and very good translation.”—Father 
F. H. Drinkwater. $1.50 


Father Dominic Barberi 


by Denis Gwynn 


Dominic Barberi was the saintly Italian Passionist 
who received John Henry Newman into the church. 
Mr. Gwynn is well known as a biographer with an 
intimate knowledge of the Oxford movement and the 
Catholic Revival. He here uses the wealth of material 
available with skill and understanding, and gives us 
a fascinating portrait of a most appealing —s on 
3. 


Philosophy Without 


Tears 
by Arthur Little, S.J. 


“The author writes with wit and urbanity, and, what 
is more important, with wisdom. His professor speaks 
in a modern idiom, but he expresses the insight and 
knowledge of Plato, Aristotle, and St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas... The reviewer urges teachers and librarians to 
give ‘Philosophy Without Tears’ the wide circulation 
it merits.”“—Father John K. Ryan, Catholic Univer- 
sity of America, in “Best Sellers.” $2.00 


At your bookstore 


DESMOND and STAPLETON 


PUBLISHERS 


SEVEN SENECA STREET 


BUFFALO 3, N. Y. 
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THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 











OFFERS 





Three Outstanding Books for March 


1. No American audience needs to 
be told that any book by Msgr. 
Fulton Sheen commands attention. 


Commumsm and the Conscience 
of the West is no mere disquisition 
on the errors and evils of the 
world’s great plague. It goes much 
deeper—down to the root causes 
that have brought Communism— 
and that are bringing Socialism 
MUCH FASTER. 


Under present conditions, this 
book might well have been priced 
at $3.00, or even $3.50. To gain the 
widest possible circulation for its 
vital message, the price has been 
pared down to $2.50, and the 
THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
is proud to distribute it to mem- 
bers at $2.00 (Less, if taken with 
other selections). 


All 3 of the above books, to Members 


2. Civilization faces a crisis. Never 
before were the signs so clearly 
heralded. 


What will happen to the Cath- 
olic Church? Is it the catacombs 
again ? 


One of the world’s greatest 
churchmen, Emmanuel Cardinal 
Suhard, Archbishop of Paris, from 
his lofty eminence, surveys the 
scene in Growth or Decline? 
($2.00). 


The coming crisis, fundamental- 
ly the same the world over, goes 
far beyond the causes that pro- 
voked it. The old order is dead. 
Religion must fight or flee. Cath- 
olic Action is adolescent, but strug- 
gling for maturity. The battle 
must be fought in the realm of 
thought—social and economic—win 
all or lose all. The world will not 
be saved from the deluge without 
the Ark... 

Price to members, $1.50 


(Reg. price — $8.00) 


Books 1 & 2 ($4.50) — Member’s Price 
Books 2 & 3 ($5.50) — Member’s Price 
Books 1 & 3 ($6.00) — Member’s Price 


eee eee eens 


eee eee en eee 


3. An election year of Destiny! 
Every deal behind the scenes a bid 
for Votes. .. 


The ‘‘common man’’ is the com- 
mon prize. The wrong decision will 
make him the common victim. 


Are we better prepared than 
when Franklin D. Roosevelt 
changed the direction of history! 
Or have we lost all sense of direc. 
tion? On the right answer depends 
our future safety. 


James A. Farley has come out 
from behind the curtain in My 
Roosevelt Years ($3.50). Whether 
one likes him or not, makes no dif- 
ference. His story is part of the 
tremendous problem that disturbs 
every thinking American. 


All indications are that the first 
printing will be sold out before 
publication, 


Price to members, $2.60 


..+» $5.60 


(plus handling) 


aw 
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By mailing the Coupon NOW, you can still secure these three fine books --- or any of them. 





























Bi 


rr 








A 

| ee ee B 
B 

THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Ill. C 
Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. The : 
purchase of four books qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance Descrip- F 
tions of all Selections, and I may reject any of the books offered, so long as I buy four in a year. re 
START my membership by sending. : 
K 

NAME E 
I 

ST. & NO. CITY. ZONE STATE — : 
AGE (if a minor) OCCUPATION h 
h 


IF AN INSTITUTION, GIVE NAME HERE 








